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Contents

o Cover Story: Darfur, a Complicated Humanitarian Tragedy

The conflict in Darfur is intricate and multi-faceted, with complications and intermingled interests. A simple
reading of the events does therefore not provide a complete explanation of the situation. In this issue, Al-
Insani attempts to expose to readers the historical and humanitarian circumstances of the Darfur region,
through articles written by specialists in Arab, African, and humanitarian affairs.

¢ Darfur, a Humanitarian Tragedy
By: Dr. Sayed Awad

* Humanitarian Effects of the Darfur Conflict
By: Samir Husny

¢ Darfur: A Path of Scorched Earth
By: Aurelie Gremaud

* Humanitarian Challenge to Cope With the Tragedy
* A report on ICRC efforts in Darfur
* Photo gallery: Human Beings Struggle for Life

* Questions and answers: Confidentiality and Visits to Prisons
Discussion of a legal issue

Special File
Middle East Conflicts and Independent Humanitarian Work
In this file, a number of Arab thinkers and writers monitor the conflicts taking place in the Middle East, and

their consequences. In addition, they examine the challenges facing humanitarian work, threatening its
independence, neutrality and mission of working for victims all over the world.

* Thorny International and Humanitarian Environment
By: Mohamed Seif

* Does it Still Make Sense to be Neutral?
By: Marion Harroff-Tavel

* A Region that Punishes Itself
By: Dr. Mohamed Said Saeed

* When Man’s World Collapses
By: Taha Gozaa

* Making Use of a Continuous Experience
By: Ahmed Abdel-Karim

* Urgent Assistance
By: Hasan El-Any

* Restoring Real Meaning to Things
By: Fardous El-Abbady

e Islam and IHL
By: Dr. Ameur Zammali

o Africa...Wake Up
An Arabic translation of an album by famous African musicians published for the first time: a call to the
peoples of Africa to stop violence and work for peaceful coexistence.

¢ A Document
The Convention Against Torture

* Around the World
* The Sound of a Small Copper Horn, A story by Mohamed El-Makhzangy

¢ Publications

Editorial
Indispensable Principles

ince it was first issued,

Al-Insani has taken on

the responsibility of

sharing with its readers
concern for the suffering of
victims of armed conflicts, a
concern also borne by the
representatives of humanitarian
work. On following what is
published in the magazine, one
will find that the victims’
suffering, particularly in
Palestine, Irag and Sudan, has
been a major issue.

The ICRC staff has been working
hard, in silence, to mitigate some
of that suffering, while other
suffering has had to be brought
to public attention.

It was important, for instance, to
break the silence surrounding
the consequences of the
economic sanctions against Iraq
throughout the nineties, the
impact of violence on the
Palestinian population under
occupation, and the blatant
violation of International
Humanitarian Law in the case of
the prisoners in Guantanamo
Bay. These are only examples
that reflect the scope of misery
experienced by modern man as a
result of violence and armed
conflicts.

This issue of Al-Insani breaks the
silence around a problem we
believe is a crucial one. It is the
humanitarian tragedy that is
taking place in Darfur, in Western
Sudan.

The situation resulting from the
conflict in the west of Sudan is
the world’s most urgent
humanitarian emergency today.
About one million people have
been forced to leave their home,
including some 100,000 who
have fled to neighboring Chad,
which is unable to confront such a
situation. Moreover, no less than
10,000 people were killed in the
fighting between the government
forces and the Janjaweed
militias on one side and the rebel
forces, the Sudan Liberation
Movement and the Justice and
Equality Movement on the other.

Relief agencies have warned
that thousands of people face
the threat of death by starvation,
and that the situation is likely to
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deteriorate with the upcoming
rainy season.

In an article published in the
Sudanese newspaper El-Raiy El-
Aam (Public Opinion), Dr. Khalid
Al-Mobarak said: “Visible mines
in Sudan are more dangerous
than those buried...and the most
dangerous among visible mines
are the militias.”

Along with the humanitarian
challenge to cope with the
tremendous size of the tragedy
in Darfur, it is important, as Al-
Mobarak said “to create
alternative means of making a
living for the members of these
militias, synchronized with
disarming them.” Only then will
the problem be completely
uprooted.

Also in this issue, readers will
find a file on current
humanitarian issues aggravated
by the escalation of the armed
conflicts in the Middle East,
particularly after the war on Iraqg.
This war introduced serious
challenges for humanitarian
workers: in order to better
protect victims, conflicts must be
looked at from a different
perspective and in view of
protecting the humanitarian
workers themselves. This means
communicating with all the
parties to the conflict, reminding
them of their legal obligations,
and more importantly, of the
indisputable values that the
whole humanity agrees on.

In order to look at the challenges
facing humanitarian workers, a
group of thinkers and writers
have attempted to illustrate
various aspects of humanitarian
work and the difficulty of
conducting it today in a world
that is growing more complex
with every conflict: the Middle
East is even described by Dr.
Mohamed Said Saeed as being
under a curse of constant self-
punishment.

Setting free from this curse and
putting an end to the punishment
should be the main concern of
the peoples of the region, and of
their active elites, who must
include humanitarian principles--
indispensable to the welfare of
humanity—-in their geo-strategic,
political and economic
calculations B
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