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Tsunami: When Nature Murdered Its Children

Contents

¢ Tsunami: When Nature Murdered Its Children

On the 26th of December 2004, a severe earthquake, 9 on the Richter scale, hit the northwestern coast of
the island of Sumatra causing huge waves (Tsunami) which inundated all coastal areas of the countries
located on the Indian ocean, from Indonesia to Somalia. Tsunami resulted in the killing of more than 280,000
people, the injury of 500,000 others, and the displacement of more than 1,600,000, in addition to causing
more than one million people to lose their homes.

* Reflections at the Sidelines of Tsunami. by: lhab Bsiso
* The Catastrophe in Photos

* For a Mine-Free World

The plight of landmines may have been contained, but has not been eliminated yet. The five years following
the “Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World” will be a real test of the effectiveness of the Ottawa Convention.
by: Dr. Jakob Kellenberger

* Sudan: The End of Twenty Years of Conflict

With the signing of a comprehensive peace agreement in Sudan, each of the parties concerned builds great
hopes on the future of the country. Meanwhile, the ICRC continues its humanitarian mission in alleviating the
effects of the conflict on the Sudanese people.

* The Democratic Republic of Congo: Millions of Victims and Fierce Ethnic Conflict.
by: Dr. Sayed Awad

* Guantanamo: Sleepless at Night and a Worried at Day

The Media and the Issues of Humanitarian Action (Special File)

* Mass Media and Humanitarian Work

The modern concept of humanitarian work is based on the idea of mobilizing volunteers to form entities
independent from states and governments. This means that humanitarian work has always been a purely
civilian activity and structure. In setting its orientations, seeking financial resources, or mobilizing individuals,
humanitarian action strives to explain its mission to people and inform them about it. The message of
humanitarian action is therefore developed to be in line with the goals of that action. by: Mohamed Seif

* Confidentiality and Neutrality do not Stop Violations. by: Tarek Hasan

* Palestine: Cooperation Between the Media and Humanitarian Work. by: Zaki Abulhalawe

* Who is to be Blamed for Disregarding the Humanitarian Dimensions in the Media?
by: Kamal ben Younes

* Humanitarian Work and the Iraqgi Press. by: Ahmed Abdulmageed

* Moral Dilemmas of Humanitarian Work in the Era of Military Interventions

Since the nineties, the space of the independent humanitarian work has been diminished. This is basically
due to the fact that international humanitarian organizations are financed mainly by the states, which have
increasingly realized the usefulness of humanitarian aid as a tool in their foreign policies.by: Beat Schweizer
* How Some Armed Groups Breach International Humanitarian Law. by: Diaa Rashwan

* Initiative for the protection and safety of the war correspondants. by: Abdelkarim Hizaoui

* The Muslim World, Globalization and Women’s Rights

The emergence of the feminist struggle -or women'’s rights movements- was not confined to the West. At the
beginning of the 20th century, “women’s cause” emerged in a number of Asian and Middle Eastern colonies,
alongside with the national struggle against the colonial powers. by: Pr. Mahmoud Munshibouri

* The Laments of the Murdered Cities

* Around the World

* When Willpower Wins

¢ Publications

Editorial

Middle East Media and
Humanitarian Work

n the 8" and 9™ of

December 2004, a

workshop was held in

Beirut, Lebanon, on the
relationship between “Middle East
media and humanitarian work”. A
group of journalists from major
media institutions in the region, in
addition to ICRC communication
specialists, participated in this
event.

This workshop was held on the
basis of a debate observed by
ICRC staff members on the
concepts of confidentiality and
neutrality, the two working methods
adopted by the ICRC to gain
access to victims of armed
conflicts from all parties, and
ensure that they enjoy the rights
afforded to them by the
international humanitarian law. This
debate gained furious proportions
following news on Abu Ghraib and
other Iragi prisons, as well as on
the treatment of prisoners at
Guantanamo prison.

We would like to remind our
readers that Al Insani has
repeatedly published articles
dealing with the issue of
confidentiality, and explained that
the ICRC does not take it as an
absolute and sacred principle. It
does not remain silent vis-a-vis the
violations wherever they take
place. However, the method the
ICRC follows to deal with these
violations does not necessarily
include raising a public debate
about them; a practice that may be
to the disadvantage of the victims
and prevent access to them. The
statements issued by ICRC about
the reports it submitted to the
coalition authorities in Iraq, as well
as to the capitals of the coalition,
confirm the positive attitude taken
by the ICRC: an attitude based on
the duty to protect and provide
care for the victims. The ICRC has
maintained this attitude despite the
storms blowing over the world and
the ongoing dialogue between
cultures.

On another note, the neutrality of
humanitarian work is a different
story. Itis an important principle
because it is derived from the
neutrality of the victims
themselves. Whatever the party to
which the wounded or the killed
belong, even if it is the aggressor,
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they have rights because they no
longer participate in hostilities:
they have the right to legal and
humanitarian protection. Hence, it
is the duty of all of us to refuse any
detraction from the neutrality of
humanitarian work, and to keep it
away from the misleading corridors
of politics. We can only do so by
not taking the side of any of the
parties involved.

Another matter that has been a
source of confusion is to think that
the IHL, in its existing form, is no
longer appropriate for today’s
conflicts. This view disregards that
the main problem is about the
implementation of the law and not
about a need to amend it.
Needless to say that the
implementation of the IHL is the
responsibility of the one hundred
eighty-nine states that ratified the
Geneva Conventions and pledged
to abide by them!

Undoubtedly, by raising this issue
and engaging in this debate, the
media personnel seek more
safeguards for the protection of
victims. Their stance is totally
different from the argument about
the irrelevance of the Geneva
Conventions in light of the new
orientations of the world order.

In this issue, Al Insani invites some
journalists who have participated
in the above-mentioned workshop,
to express their views and their
perceptions on the relation
between the media in their
countries and the humanitarian
work as they see it.

Al Insani is pleased to receive
such a diversity of opinions, which
inspired us to say that there is a
need to continue the dialogue on
these issues through holding more
workshops in which all of us, who
work in the media and the
humanitarian field, participate and
develop, and through contributing
to the coming issues of Al Insani.
Therefore, Al Insani welcomes any
contribution by writing,
commenting, or making
suggestions on how to run these
workshops and the topics of
discussion, with the aim of
achieving the aspired cooperation
between the media and
humanitarian workers in defense of
the human dignity which is violated
by wars and conflicts.
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