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Editorial

In Defense of Laws We Have
Struggled to Achieve

ince independent Arab

states made their way

to the modern

international scene,
Arab jurists have played a great
role in drafting and developing
various branches of
international law, including
International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) and the international
human rights law. The
international legal scene has
known many prominent jurists,
from various Arab states, who
have proven to be highly
efficient and worthy of respect
for their achievements in this
field.

In fact, this is not surprising
given that the Arab region is
where the human conscience is
projected in the culture,
civilization and religions, as well
as in arts and philosophy. With
all those manifestations,
humanity was given a push
forward, as Algerian thinker
Mohamed Arkoun argues (see
interview in this issue of Al-
Insani).

Arab countries have undergone
major changes since the
beginning of the twentieth
century. Some of changes
should have regenerated
currents of development and
modernization within the Arab
countries. Notwithstanding that
many efforts were successful,
changes were not forceful
enough to produce the required
sustainability and to reinforce
the foundations of the required
progress. The huge challenges
Arab countries have had to
face; the difficulty of the mission
to be accomplished; the results
of the post-colonial legacy and
their strategic positioning have
not allowed the region's
peoples to make their own
decisions. Elements of
decision-making have been
continuously torn between
internal and external conflicts.
Furthermore, Arab countries
have been gifted, as much as
inflicted, with limitless riches
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creating innumerable problems
that cannot be comprehensively
covered here.

Nevertheless, and despite their
failure to catch up with the
modern scientific and industrial
revolution, our peoples have
managed to contribute with
considerable achievements,
here and there. Such
contributions, including those
by the above-mentioned
international jurists, have
placed Arab states on the
international scene, with their
rights and obligations clearly
stated in the treaties and
conventions that they have
taken part in drafting.

As time goes by, however, and
at a stage where the post-
industrial revolution era is
starting, the Middle East scene
has come to pose many
problems preventing us from
moving forward on the path of
the new world. This backlash is
most obvious in a general
perception that IHL and human
rights are Western products!

It is true that the so-called war
on terror is full with
shortcomings and violations. It
is true too that it reflects the
failure of members of the
international community to
promote adherence to values
and standards that they have
themselves drafted and
advocated. However, this does
not call for a backlash, but
rather for defending binding
laws, not only in the name of the
international community but
also in the name of the human
conscience, that forms an
integral part of Middle Eastern
civilization.

Ladies and gentlemen,

When we call for respect for the
law, we are calling for the
respect of our contributions for
which our peoples have
sometimes paid a heavy price.

“Al-Insani”

Lall 1 gl

s Ll L pall Lall culs
gois pa)8 e wel Al aludll
LBLacl U3 o (5 pumal pladiud
clraall slzel cu,us le ualal
M pbdll Bugy s agilaly (8 daball
Gl ol iy aLia¥) 3ia
Cnlalall gyl Llaall () J sum sl
Al ¥l cubiall olaass
ds 17 aLall 550 yanY)

caball ol gull Laall)
Jleguall 5 jandl

Loy e 3yl sda & e
i e el Lyl Lial
ALl 13 5 Bl sy Lase
1982 ale ws Jaall ol of Sie
olbub cjse w8y anll Lol
o Alaxianal) S 5,800 538
CBIS ) e S e
Ahae il bl )

L pall Tl Tony e e
e sall

Obige b (o (5593 )80l ald
T pall il gl Ul 3
Saadl Uells saa ¥l culiall 4 ull
all il 5 g pm destan b
90 Gue 38l abd 5 gua
138 sy Gl ga (538 Jo B3y
o Lida slaal e oLl
S Obg $ 8 00l il ¢l uall
Ll gl Tl s G
s LA by sen Yl culiall
S5l saasy 1ia 1864 ala) 43!
Jsa spaseal @3 alid AT 0T I
1948 ale S OS Qligs 5 1A
G i gall Tl JLaSYI 5
Sl ladlll Gany Jois (I (DVD)
il s i€ 23

5Ll Al Jolis Ja gad
BB Ll Lyl o pm
ol G gl a3 15 (e Gl
RPN PO R
e s Ll Cags LS 3,
L pall ol €ilin (g3l g il
5 GBI gl pan e 5331,
T el e solstiel it oLl
3500 Ul 0315 Ja ) Juo 30
Qa9 1 guad 3 sle] e SIS
Oubaally (Hsall 3l ol oo
caliall 2 ull BalIl B yall Jalo
aadl
Lyl Bl by e ol
Tkl

Sl e

¥ Il Lsos & yanf
Tl By e 5 5lally e
san 1ae san¥l Culeall 45l
sall 1ia g gial LAY Uas e
gzl pall s e panal wlallae le
Taall G Bl ey Zial I
ALl Lgall ¢l dusdyl
95 gﬁbﬁ}fl oty plusyl §sia
Tyl g8 el o seiall
Jom cile I BLAYL el
Aoyl Ll el g5
el Juls Lyl Zal il
O daey Lol BEN Gale
e giiall o YGa

e ¥l Ml dunan (e il

(Landl yu golall
RIPRINIRAMET

¥ ol Lobll & Hus
ol oSl laall o galal
el iy 53l Ly
8 batual) ddlal guu —dadd 93
Sasan M elbi dalaiay L galal
Saall i) ans s a8l a3y
golasbal) SLY) sgae Sie 3
il Dley, ca3 ol loYl Uga
255 Ok JT dylas & Ol
aoliiels Jlall aslasll g 4o 30
il Sl a1 el
c;l)[a}(l S dda )l: sl Zakiial
80 I, Ltias 5 Sasiall Lusall
LoasulSYI Slgall oo Laa s
chlins Ledlely Loulosbally
SENIL el Ll LS Lia
IS 5 o Sl Jaally L sl
O ol gol L yae (8 Guael
Llos Glslyl b s sl
p5 oled¥l oS lasiaall
3 o S Lol dalal) dan e
Sl il (L3 pole
o gss dass s sl Tunllly
e (calsY) Al Lan y3all
.5 ,alall

O dall alall Sl e bl

9J.‘>.|| OlA,
JLMA)U ENR]

T e oo =8 e plid
e syl i il ) Gl
Wso 3 o 31 ol skl
olai) AL oall el

Ao ool 85 Al Gage
oalal Srsall US55l
Jsall Gasiel @il slalzally
Lolal) L3I 3 GibY)

[ ssmiss b Lol oLl
1 olall 5102008 S0 53

Aoy

Al-Insani ¢ Winter 2005

‘ 2005 sLik ¢ Sl



o
o
i
u
X
3
A
I3}
o
o
©




