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Editorial

The Return of Humanity
from the Journey of
Defeats

n June 5, 2006,
the renowned
Egyptian activist
and political
thinker Ahmed Abdalla
Rozza passed away. Al-
Insani was honored to
publish his last lines in its
issue number 33. In his
article "The Absurd in the
Inhuman Infinity", he
described the
deterioration of the
humanitarian situation
throughout the world.

The dear late friend wrote:

“In this illusionary and
violent world of angels
and devils, the few
remaining human beings
find themselves in a
difficult situation,
engaged in simultaneous
battles. First, they
confront intellectual
illusions and actual
violence; a long-term
battle in which the
objective is the restoration
of the humanity, or at least
shortening the fall and
extending the spring. (...)

Secondly, they are
involved in a medium-
term battle, a battle of
liberating more territories
where people can feel
free of fear. It is the battle
of the ordinary man who
does not belong to any of
the two illusionary camps.
This ordinary man can no
longer walk or travel in
peace, nor to even relax
in a café or a restaurant.
A circle of fire is roaming
above his head, the
opposite of the circle of
light that roams above the
heads of saints: this fire
comes from cluster
bombs, car bomb,
explosive belts and all
other conventional and
modern weapons
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available at the arsenal of
violence. (...)

As for the short-term
battle, it remains that of
urgent humanitarian work,
which, hopefully, can be
effective.”

Fate has decided for this
region to be a stage for
the absurd, as we witness
with every news bulletin. It
has also decided that our
human dimension will pay
the price of the
confrontation between
those who possess
weapons, and who deal
with the human kind from
a doomsday perspective.
This doomsday
perspective turns us all
into hypnotized puppets
controlled by evil fate in a
weird game. It is a theatre
in which man is put aside
and illusions are
unleashed. These are the
illusions which the late
activist Ahmed Abdalla
tried to fight with his
prilliant mind and sharp
insight.

In this asymmetric war,
humanity could
sometimes be defeated.
Nevertheless this short-
lived defeat, when
measured against history,
is but a glimpse, after
which humanity restores
itself, as it does after
every moment of
madness.

With every return from the
journey of defeats,
humanity is severely
wounded: during each
such journey victims die
and civilizations are
destroyed. However, there
is absolutely no doubt
that, this time again,
humanity will win the
uphill battle and retrieve
its sanity.
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