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Iraq: Internal Displacement, Diaspora, Separation and Talk of a Second Nagba * Enforced Disappearance: A Treaty Coming into Force
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* Iraq: Internal Displacement, Diaspora, Separation and Talk of a Second Nagba

Some describe the current displacement and diaspora from Iraq as a new Nagba (calamity). The ICRC considers this part of a
larger calamity, i.e. the suffering of civilian population in all parts of Iraq. In this article that addresses the Iraqi current crisis, we find
that emergency aid, no matter how large it is, can’'t meet the Iraqis’ ever-growing needs.

+ Palestinian Refugees on the Iraqi-Syrian Border

In the light of the current state of affairs and lack of security, Iraq has become an expelling country. Palestinians, in particular, have
suffered serious consequences where some had to seek refuge in two camps situated in the Iragi-Syrian border.

By: Irenee Herbet - ICRC delegate — Syria

* Al-Motanabi Cultural Street and Shabndar’s Cafe

Recent explosions in Al-Motanabi cultural street that used to gather Iraq intellectuals in its famous Shabndar’s Café have added to
the gloominess of social life in Iraq. In this article, the author describes some of her memories of the street and the café.

By: Nada Domani - ICRC spokesperson in Iraq

* Iragi Red Crescent Represents the Unity of Iraq

Since last December’s attacks on the Iraqi Red Crescent Society’s headquarters in Baghdad, a number of IRCS staff remains
kidnapped. An interview with Abdullah Salloum, the IRCS’ Secretary-General about efforts exerted to bring about their release and
IRCS' activities.

*ICRC’s Priorities and Operations in Sudan
This article reviews the ICRC'’s operations in Sudan in general, and in Darfur in particular, with regard to assistance and
dissemination of IHL, and a background to the work of the ICRC in the country. By: Jessica Barry — ICRC delegate - Sudan

+ICRC and the Suffering of the Occupied Territories’ Inhabitants
Four stories reflecting the suffering of Arab Palestinians in the West bank as a result of occupation, settlement and policies of
demolition of houses as neutrally reported by ICRC delegates.

* Displaced Women in Distress (Photo Gallery)

With the increase of armed conflicts, women are on the top of the list of victims of violence. They are forced to flee their homes and
domiciles, sometimes to another part of the same country and sometimes to other countries beyond borders. This file includes a
gallery of photos reflecting the suffering of displaced women.

* Special File (Current Humanitarian Issues)

* Protection of Civilians (A reading of some IHL principles). By: Osama Damaj - ICRC regional delegate to the armed forces

* Tormented at Sea

Secret Immigration has become a phenomenon of concern to countries receiving or importing migrants alike. Recent catastrophes
to which a number of illegitimate migrants fell prey require dealing with the problem in a holistic manner rather than focusing solely
on the security dimension. By: Zyed Krichene - Tunisian journalist and philosopher

+ Children of the World: Between Loss of Protection and Marginalization

In the light of the marked increase in the number of children subject to abuse, exploitation, exclusion and marginalization, drastic
and effective measures should be taken not only on the part of governments but also by all forces of the civil society and private
sector. By: Dr. EI-Sayed Awad - Egyptian expert and writer

* Will the “Paris Commitments” Put an End to the Phenomenon of Child Soldiers?

The “Paris Commitments” included an undertaking to put an end to the recruitment of children as fighters and to take necessary
measures to help young men soldiers to carry on a normal life. It also called for raising the recruitment age to 18. This article sheds
light on efforts exerted in this regard.

* Five Years after the Establishment of Guantanamo

The fifth anniversary of the establishment of the Guantanamo Detention camp sparked strong international protests. And despite
disagreement with the detaining authority on the legal qualification of detainees, the ICRC visits the detainees to make sure they are
treated humanely and forwards letters to and from their relatives.

* Against Enforced Disappearance: A Treaty Coming into Force

The entry into force of the treaty on enforced disappearance marks a new page in the history of human rights protection.

* The ICRC and Private Companies

+ Selections from Tao Te Ching: Poems by Lao Tsu

* Planting Respect for Law in the Conscious of Arab Young Men and Women
By: Ziad Abou Laban - ICRC delegate

* Around the World
* Without Retouches
* Returning to Koreimat. By: Asa’ad Al Lami - Iraqi writer

* Publications

Editorial

The flight of civilians
in Iraq

he 20" of last
March marked the
fourth anniversary
of one of the most
painful scenes of our times,
i.e. the launch of the war on
Iraq in 2003. And to date,
the war is not over yet, but
has rather acquired new
catastrophic dimensions.

In the light of what all
sources describe as
“deteriorating security
conditions,” Iraq lost
innumerable innocent
civilians, and people’s
destinies fell prey to war
and uncertainty. Military
operations, acts of violence
and random attacks
continue to target the
civilian population with no
discrimination between
women, children or the
elderly.

One psychiatrist says that
70% of the Iragi children he
has met suffer symptoms of
neuropathy as a result of the
violence they have been
directly or indirectly
exposed to. Some children
also suffer involuntary bed
wetting and nightmares.

One six-year old boy dreamt
that as he was walking with
his mum near their house a
masked man came and
kidnapped him!

A young girl said she
repeatedly dreamt of a thief
chasing her with a big knife.
She woke up every time
shivering and crying, calling
for her mum and dad.

To date no field study has
been conducted in Irag on
the psychological impact of
random violence on children
in particular, and civilians in
general. Some monitors’
reports point, however, to an
increase in anxiety-related
disorders like panic attacks,
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claustrophobia,
photophobia, acrophobia,
hydrophobia, and others
among children and adults
alike.

Naturally, war encompasses
this suffering and more. Not
only does it inflict those
symptoms on many people,
but it also destroys the life
of others. This is
symptomatic of Iraq today,
where various aspects of life
have come to a halt.
Furthermore, displacement
in Irag has lead to more
alienation, vulnerability,
poverty and loss.

In this issue of Al-Insani, we
address the problem of
displaced persons in Irag; a
problem that is considered
by many to be the second
Nagba -calamity to hit the
region after the first calamity
of the Palestinians. But for
the ICRC, displacement is
part of the bigger problem
of the plight of civilians in
Irag in general. Light is also
shed on a number of
subjects of concern such as
forced disappearance and
the future of the relevant
Convention; illegitimate
migrants and their
humanitarian tragedy; the
fifth anniversary of the
establishment of
Guantanamo; child soldiers;
and finally the responsibility
of the private business
sector in respecting IHL in
conflict areas where private
companies operate.

And on the occasion of the
International Women'’s Day,
Al-Insani decided to remind
its readers of the suffering
of women displaced as a
result of war or natural
disasters. A letter of
solidarity, love and
appreciation is thus sent to
women on their global day
through the photo gallery in
this issue.
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