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Geneva Conventions), the
ordeal of this profession has
increased and the protection
of journalists has become
even harder. According to
«Reporters without Borders»,
55 journalists were Kkilled
around the world In 2011
alone, including two in Egypt,
five in Libya, one in Tunisia, Six
in Yemen and seven in Iraq,
which means that nearly 40
percent of the reporters who
died were covering events in
our region.

While international
humanitarian law prohibits

the targeting of journalists

as civilians rather than as a
special category of protected
persons, the responsibility for
the protection of journalists/
reporters lies primarily with
the reporter himself. Hence
the importance of the file dealt
with in this issue of «al-Insani>,
which includes testimonials of
a large number of well-known
journalists in the region, who
have covered a variety of war
situations and come out with
experiences and conclusions
that they wanted to share

with other fellow journalists,
perhaps with the hope that
they might be useful to them
in their work in the field. These
testimonials are extremely rich
material for readers in order

to understand the nature of
Jjournalism and reporting of
conflicts. It is also an invitation
addressed to them to facilitate
the work of journalists and
protect them, because

they are the fundamental
intermediary that conveys the
true picture on the ground to
the entire world through their
reports, footage, and films.
Without them, any event,
tragedy or war is null and void!

“Al-Insani”
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Media Persons .. Withesses to War

Contents

+ Somalia: No Voice is Louder than the Voice of Death By: Sarah Nour El Din, an Egyptian journalist.
This article is a journey that accompanies the displaced from southern Somalia, where fighting and famine are widespread, up to the
capital Mogadishu, and monitors their human suffering.

+ Health Care on the Firelines By: Yves Daccord, Director-General of the ICRC, Geneva
An article that sheds light on the campaign “Health Care in Danger” launched by the ICRC.

+ Clusters of Death: Victims Dreaming of a Better World By: Samar Al-Qadi, Communication Officer, ICRC Beirut.

Interviews from a humanitarian perspective with a number of cluster munition victims gathered at a global conference held in Beirut
on the serious consequences of these type of weapons on human beings, in addition to the text of the “Beirut Declaration” issued by
the Conference.

Dossier: Media Persons .. Witnesses to War

This file includes testimonials of prominent Arab media persons having covered armed conflicts in various regions of the world.
They speak about the risks they faced so that facts on the ground would reach the entire world. Their testimonals are not devoid of
a moral debate of the professional dilemmas they suffered while working in the field, which sometimes seemed beyond the scope of
imagination.

* The Ethics of Armed Conflict Coverage By: Her Highness Princess Reem Ali,

Founder of the Jordan Media Institute Foundation

Through her expertise in the direct coverage of the Iraq War in 2003 for CNN, the author reviews the most prominent ethical
predicaments faced by journalists in the battlefield.

+ The Press Under Occupation By: Dr. Ghanem al-Najjar, Professor at Kuwait
University, media consultant and expert in international humanitarian law and human rights law.
The author highlights the unique experience of publishing a Kuwaiti newspaper in Kuwait during the Iragi occupation.

+ Patrick Baz: Many Would Want us to be Blind By: Marie Claire Fegali, Former Communication Officer, ICRC Iraq.
Interview with a photographer who suffered the scourge of wars and endured their tragedies and pain.However, he says that he would
never put aside the camera, but rather wishes his eyes were a camera.

+Iraq: An Author's Experience in the World of “War Correspondents” By: Jawad Al-Hattab, Director of Al-Arabiya channel office
in Baghdad

The life of the author swayed between literature and journalism, but a conflict flared up inside him when he became a war
correspondent covering several wars within his country.

+ Kuwait 1991: Using the Media to Wage War By: Walid Faraj, Saudi journalist
The experience of a sports journalist who found himself in charge of covering a war!

+ Afghanistan: The Camera is a Weapon By: Mazen Aman, an Egyptian journalist living in Dubai.
The author of this article almost lost his life while covering the armed conflict in Afghanistan, where he discovered for himself that real
war does not in any way resemble the image conveyed by Hollywood movies.

* The World at War: Personal Experience By: Amr Abdul Hamid, an Egyptian journalist and novelist living in London

The author covered several wars, from Afghanistan to the Balkans, Iraq to Lebanon, in addition to other places where strikes broke out.

Here he presents a summary of his professional experience.

* The New Roma By: Amal Aweidah, an Egyptian writer.

While working in Chad a journalist who joined an international humanitarian organization narrates stories of humanitarian workers from

a journalist’'s perspective, and through the camera lens records 10 scenes from Chad, where a moment of joy is growing within the
heart of tragedy.

+ Journalists in Danger: “Hotline!” By: Dorothea Krimitsas, Deputy Director of the Communication Unit, ICRC Geneva.
The article answers an important question: What can the ICRC provide to journalists facing danger during the coverage of an armed
conflict?

+ Guantanamo: Happiness on the other Side of the Screen By: Adnan Hizam, Communication and Publication Officer, ICRC
Sana’a.

Details of an encounter between a detainee in Guantanamo Bay and his family, provided by the ICRC’s Restoring Family Links (RFL)
Program.

+ Women Heads of Households in Iraq .. Problem Awaiting a Solution.
The ICRC administered a questionnaire in Irag, the results of which revealed many details regarding the situation and tragedy of
women heads of households in Iraq.

+ Cyber Warfare and the International Humanitarian Law

All over the world, policy makers and military commanders are considering the implications of cyber (electronic) warfare. In this
dialogue, Cordola Droege ICRC Legal Adviser, explains that the existing legal framework is applicable and must be respected even in
cyber space.

+ Digital Roots of the Arab Protests, By: Yves Gonzalez-Quijano, Researcher at the French Institute for the Near East, Damascus
Were the Internet and social networking sites alone the cause of the changes in Tunisia and Egypt? Intense debate around the role of
digital media in affecting changes on the ground.

+ Creative Iraqi Immigrants: Portrait of a Homeland in Exile By: Ferdous Al Abadi, Communication Staff member, ICRC Iraq.
How is the image of home formed in exile? Three Iraqi creative artists answer the question with a mixture of nostalgia, melancholy and
creativity.

« Without Alterations: The Story of Subhi who is Torn between Two Homelands By: Rachid Mouawad, Executive managing editor

of the “Sudan Vision” Newspaper
+ Poetry: Two Poems By: Lina Tibi, Syrian poet

+ Around the world

Editorial
To Be a Live Witness

he second Gulf

War which flared

up in the 1990’s

represented a shift in

the quality of media
coverage of wars. This war
was the first televised confiict,
in the sense that the events
thereof were often transmitted
directly on air or live, to such
an extent that the audience
sometimes felt as if they were
smelling gunpowder and
rising flames! However, this
new reality would never have
happened had it not been
for two essential elements:
technological development of
the means of communication
in the realm of the media in
the twentieth century, and
field reporters who accepted
being present in that hot spot,
reporting on events in spite of
the hazards.

Perhaps this type of media
coverage of warfare is the
most difficult. It requires
reporters to be not only aware
of and alert to the events
surrounding them while
registering them, but also

to be wary of the risks they
entail, because they might
affect their personal safety
and often their lives. This type
of reporting is practically the
only one of its kind where the
reporter might shift from being
a mere transmitter of news to
becoming the substance of
news itself ... but certainly not
of good news.

In view of the increasing
armed conflicts in the Arab
region, especially with

the widespread internal
violence where international
law protecting civilians,
including journalists, is not
applicable (such as the Four
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