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» War doesn’t justify Guantanamo

Two years have passed since the US set up the detention camp in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, where about
660 detainees continue to be held in difficult conditions. The US is proceeding with plans to subject these
detainees to military trials, citing the Geneva Conventions provision that prisoners of war be tried by military
courts. On this issue, an ICRC legal advisor writes on the legitimacy of this practice, as well as on the legal
breaches of detaining people in relation to the war against terrorism. By: Gabor Rona

* Abughreib/Guantanamo: violations must stop
By: Mohamed Seif

* From Solferino to the bloody future

On the 8" of May, the International Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent celebrates the anniversary
of the birth of its founder Henry Dunant. In this article, Al-Insani features some aspects of Dunant'’s life and
thoughts, which predicted the serious effects of modern wars on the future of humanity.

* The Barrier
Many questions were raised on the legality of the barrier constructed by Israel in the West Bank. In this
article, Al-Insani reviews these questions, and answers them demonstrating the ICRC's stance.

Rwanda: The war of everyone against everyone and against the nation

From 7 April to mid July 1994, a genocide was committed against the backdrop of a civil war in Rwanda,
killing between 500,000 to one million people. In this article, the author reviews the events of those terrible
days. Al-Insani also presents a number of photos on the grave consequences which befell the Rwandan
people. By: Dr. Sayid Awad

* Exploring Humanitarian Law
For the purpose of teaching international humanitarian law to the youngsters and the young, the ICRC has
designed an educational course to be applied all over the world. In this issue, Al-Inasni discusses the
importance of this program, and the progress achieved in the Arab countries so far.

- Teaching IHL, its importance and necessity By: Dr. Abdel-Aleem Mohamed

- Exploring IHL: Morocco, a case study By: Mohamed Ben Mo’ezah

- Account of a trainer By: Talia Arawy

special pages
Iraq to-day

Despite the deteriorating security situation prevailing in Iraq, the staff of the ICRC delegation in Baghdad has
participated in producing these articles on the humanitarian work in the country.

* Basra: city of history, sciences and arts By: Dr. Hemeid Ahmed Hemdan Al-Temimy

* Arab Treasures By: Inasan Wafeeq Al-Samerra’ey

* Iraqi art: a legend of ordeal and salvation By: Dr. Balassem Mohamed

* | used to see in her a mother and a father By: Nadia Hamdan

* Homeless because of poverty and violence
Looking forward to a normal life  By: Ahmed Khalid Al-Rawi

* Faces from the field
Three accounts by national ICRC personnel in Iraq

* Arab women and armed conflicts

The Middle East region is undergoing many armed conflicts, the severe consequences of which are not
confined to the belligerents, but extended to the civilian populations, particularly women and children. In this
respect, and in conformity with the recommendations announced by the Women forum held in Beirut in
March 2004 , this article reviews the rights of Arab Women in armed conflicts. By: Dr. Badria Al-Awadi

¢ Around the world
News from the field

* Cry for whom?
A humanitarian reflection on what happened during the Bam earthquake in Iran.

Editorial

tribute to national
humanitarian
workers

With the escalation of security
risks in all areas of armed conflict
all over the world, humanitarian
workers find themselves in an
unenviable position. The situation
may reach a level where it
becomes impossible to continue
working, particularly when the
humanitarian work itself is
targeted, whether intentionally or
out of lack of knowledge.

This was the case in Chechnya
and Africa when humanitarian
workers were kidnapped, or even
killed, and the humanitarian
assistance was pillaged, and
stolen!

Similar threats have reappeared
recently in Afghanistan, then in
Irag, where humanitarian work
has been targeted.

In Iraq, for example, such
incidents started by targeting
ICRC vehicles, which resulted in
the killing of two expatriate
colleagues. It then ended with the
explosion of a bombed car in
front of the ICRC office in
Baghdad, which claiming the
lives of a number of national
colleagues, and resulting in
serious consequences on the
ICRC’s work in Irag. The ICRC
had to reduce some of its
activities although they were
necessary for the lives and
protection of the Iraqi people. It
also withdrew most of its
expatriate staff, and decided to
continue part of its activities by
relying on the national staff, in
extremely difficult circumstances.
It must be noted that with the
withdrawal of expatriates, field
work misses the professional
experience they usually have, and
the activities which require their
existence, can be suspended.

However, with the growing
importance of humanitarian work,
as we now see, the role of national
staff, who become responsible for
providing support and protection
to those in need, becomes
increasingly crucial. As felt in all
conflicts, national staff has proved
to be efficient and capable.

These colleagues, the national
staff, perform their duty in deep
conviction of the importance of

Sl o 2004 i
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humanitarian work. They believe
that they are doing a task that is
indispensable for protecting,
insuring the protection of, and
assisting the victims. This
happens everywhere, as it
happens in Baghdad, Basra, Al
Fallujah, and throughout Iraq,
north and south.

National humanitarian staff always
constitutes the majority of ICRC
personnel. It is the solid nucleus
for humanitarian work in each
situation. It must be noted that
before reducing its activities in
Irag, the ICRC had about Vo -
personnel of whom only V¢ were
expatriates. Also, the staff of the
ICRC in Israel, Occupied
Territories and Autonomous
Territories, is made of 14+ national
staff, and A- expatriates. National
staff, as the working policy of the
ICRC recognizes, is more able to
assess the nature and needs of
the humanitarian work in their
countries. It is more capable of
understanding the situation,
without the obstacles imposed by
cultural and linguistic differences.
It would become a guide to the
work, and a source of
accumulated experience,
practical and theoretical, which
enriches the activities all over the
world.

In this issue, readers will find a
special file on Irag, which was
drafted with the contribution of our
colleagues there who tried to
reflect the humanitarian work still
going on despite the difficulties
they face, and the deteriorating
security situation.

Humanitarian workers, naturally,
would not imagine a situation
where wars and conflicts take
place in an ideal way, and where
violations can be easily and
smoothly stopped. They work
while fully aware of the dangers
surrounding them. And it is the
national staff who often confronts
these threats, and accepts
encountering them while seeking
to provide necessary services to
its people.

To those who carry the banner of
the humanitarian work, in Iraq and
the Palestinian territories, or any
other conflict region in the world,
the “Al-Insani” is expressing its
appreciation and gratitude to their
heroic role.

“Al-Insani”
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