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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 
 

PURPOSE OF THE GUIDELINES  
 
1. A number of States have recognised the importance of robust domestic1 investigations 

into the lawfulness of their own actions in armed conflict. There are, however, significant 
differences between the various national legal frameworks and disparate practice across 
States in the way investigations are carried out. Clarity on a number of issues would 
appear to be useful, including the circumstances in which investigations should be 
triggered, the different forms investigations may take depending on the nature of an 
incident, and the principles and standards applicable during the investigative process. 
 

2. These Guidelines consider investigations into possible violations of international 
humanitarian law – the body of international rules governing armed conflict – from the 
perspective of existing international law, policy, and good practice. The intent is not to 
set forth a uniform investigative process for all States. Rather, the purpose is to identify 
and present – while remaining sensitive to the differences that characterise domestic 
legal and investigative systems – a range of practical and legal issues that can arise in 
investigations or should be considered beforehand. The aim is likewise to provide 
practical assistance by setting out a general framework for investigations in armed 
conflict and, where relevant, the corresponding international principles and standards. 
 

3. The text refers to “investigations in armed conflict” by way of shorthand. This term is 
used to denote investigations into possible violations of international humanitarian law, 
that is, acts in contravention of international humanitarian law with a nexus to an armed 
conflict, whether or not the investigations themselves are carried out during an armed 
conflict. Investigations undertaken during an armed conflict for acts not linked to the 
armed conflict are outside its scope. 
 

4. While the Guidelines are focused on investigations carried out into possible violations of 
international humanitarian law, they may also be useful for investigations into behaviour 
prohibited by international law not addressed in this text, such as genocide or crimes 
against humanity.  
 

5. The Guidelines deal with investigations by States into their own actions but, on occasion, 
consider the role of cooperation in multi-national military operations for various parts of 
an investigative process.2 They may also prove useful for actors other than States.3 

 

STRUCTURE 
 
6. The text contains 16 Guidelines, each followed by a commentary. The Guidelines draw 

on common elements found in international law, domestic law and policy, and are 

1 The terms “domestic” and “national” are used interchangeably in this text. 
2 Special considerations in relation to investigations may arise in the case of multi-national military 
operations, including UN peacekeeping operations, as regards, in particular, the sharing of information, 
as well as cooperation and relations with partner and host States. The Guidelines are not focused on 
the particularities of States operating in multi-national military settings, and the specific issues involved 
would require separate examination.  
3 In particular, organised non-State armed groups party to a non-international armed conflict. 
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informed by State practice. The commentaries aim to provide clarification on the meaning 
of the Guidelines and give further indication as to how they could be implemented in 
practice. The Guidelines are not a blueprint for a specific domestic system. Likewise, 
they do not – and cannot – relieve a State of its domestic, regional and international law 
obligations, the interpretation of which will require appropriate consideration in each 
case. 
 

7. Section I deals with the steps prior to the launching of an investigation in armed conflict. 
These include the recording of military operations, on-scene action, internal reporting 
and external allegations,4 and the assessment of facts.  

 
8. Section II deals with the standards applicable to criminal investigations of war crimes.5 

The Guidelines address the standards of independence and impartiality, thoroughness, 
promptness, and transparency that make up an effective investigation, as they apply to 
criminal investigations. This section also covers fair trial guarantees in relation to 
investigations.  
 

9. Section III deals with administrative investigations in armed conflict. The Guidelines 
address the different types of non-criminal investigations into violations of international 
humanitarian law and how the standards of independence and impartiality, 
thoroughness, promptness, and transparency apply to such investigations. 

 
10. Section IV deals with how matters of State responsibility should be approached, the 

concept of policy-related violations of international humanitarian law and how they may 
be addressed, and the need to have legal advisors to the armed forces so that, inter alia, 
effective investigations can be carried out. 

 

WHY INVESTIGATE?  
 
11. There are both legal and non-legal reasons to conduct investigations in armed conflict. 

 

LEGAL REASONS 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW  
 
12. Investigations into possible violations of international humanitarian law are recognised 

as critical for the proper application of this body of norms in both international and non-
international armed conflict. Legal sources for a duty to investigate can be found in both 
treaty and customary international humanitarian law, inter alia in the obligation of the 
High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional 
Protocol I of 1977, applicable in international armed conflict, to enact any legislation 
necessary to provide effective penal sanctions for persons suspected of having 
committed or ordering the commission of “grave breaches” of their provisions.6 States 

4 See para 48 of the Guidelines below.  
5 For how this term is used in the Guidelines, see para 14 below. 
6 For treaty provisions see Geneva Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded 
and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field [hereinafter “GCI”], 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 31, Article 49; 
Geneva Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 
Members of Armed Forces at Sea [hereinafter “GCII”], 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 85, Article 50; Geneva 
Convention (III) Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War [hereinafter “GCIII”], 12 August 1949, 75 
UNTS 135, Article 129; Geneva Convention (IV) Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of War [hereinafter “GCIV”], 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287, Article 146; Protocol Additional to the 
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have a legal obligation to search for such persons, regardless of their nationality, and to 
carry out criminal proceedings (or extradition under certain conditions), which necessarily 
includes investigations, so as to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

 
13. “Other serious violations of the laws and customs of war” – which may be committed in 

international or non-international armed conflict – is a legal term of art synonymous with 
“war crimes”. A list of such serious violations (which is wider than the concept of grave 
breaches), is provided for in the Statute of the International Criminal Court (in Article 8 
(2) (b), (c), and (e))7 and is generally considered to reflect customary international law. 
This source of law requires that, in both international and non-international armed 
conflict, States investigate all war crimes committed by their nationals or on their territory, 
and other war crimes over which they have jurisdiction, and, if appropriate, prosecute the 
suspects.8  

 
14. The term “war crime” is used further in this text to encompass both grave breaches of 

the 1949 Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol I, and other serious violations 
of the laws and customs of war9 that may be committed in international and non-
international armed conflict and give rise to individual criminal responsibility. The term 
“violation” encompasses, in addition to war crimes, all other breaches of international 
humanitarian law that, under its rules, do not give rise to individual criminal 
responsibility.10  
 

15. It should be recalled that the Geneva Conventions distinguish between a State’s duty to 
“repress” grave breaches and its duty to “suppress” all other acts contrary to their 
provisions.11  
 

16. The term to “repress” is generally understood to encompass measures that will include 
individual criminal prosecutions for acts that must be criminalised under treaty and 
customary international humanitarian law. The term to “suppress” usually denotes the 
wide range of measures that States may take to address all other violations of the laws 
and customs of war, including violations that do not give rise to individual criminal 
responsibility, so as to ensure they cease, are prevented and that their reoccurrence is 
precluded. The notion of suppression also comprises administrative measures that 
States may take to deal with violations not amounting to war crimes, i.e. administrative 
investigations (see Guidelines 12 and 13).  
 

17. Certain other international treaties also provide for the obligation of States parties to take 
appropriate measures to deal with violations of their provisions, including the Hague 
Cultural Property Convention and its Second Protocol, the Chemical Weapons 
Convention, the Amended Landmines Protocol, the Ottawa Convention on Landmines, 
and the Dublin Convention on Cluster Munitions.12 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed 
Conflicts [hereinafter “API”], 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS Article 85. For customary law see Henckaerts, 
J.-M. and Doswald-Beck, L., ICRC Customary International Humanitarian Law [hereinafter “ICRC 
Customary Law Study”] Rule 158. 
7 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (2002) [hereinafter “ICC Statute”] Article 8. Article 
8(a) repeats the grave breaches provisions of the four Geneva Conventions. See also ICRC Customary 
Law Study (above note 6) Rule 156 and commentary.  
8 ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 158. 
9 See para 13 of the Guidelines above. 
10 States are of course free to criminalise such violations (and many do) under domestic law.  
11 See GCI (above note 6) Article 49; GCII (above note 6) Article 50; GCIII (above note 6) Article 129; 
GCIV (above note 6) Article 146; API (above note 6) Articles 85(1) and 86(1).  
12 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) 249 UNTS 
240, Article 7; Second Protocol to the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 
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OTHER BRANCHES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 
18. The legal sources for a duty to investigate acts committed in armed conflict can also be 

found in other branches of international law. Certain international human rights law 
treaties explicitly provide for a duty to investigate specific human rights violations,13 with 
provisions that have been further developed through the interpretations of human rights 
bodies.14 International and regional human rights treaties have likewise been interpreted 
by relevant bodies as containing a general requirement to investigate alleged violations 
to give effect to the rights provided for.15 
 

19. Under international criminal law, investigations are necessarily required as part of the 
duty to prosecute certain crimes under international law.16 Moreover, investigations are 
an important element of the complementarity principle under the Statute of the 
International Criminal Court: a State Party must carry out an effective investigation into 
alleged crimes covered by the Statute in order to preclude the Court’s jurisdiction.17

  
 

20. Investigations are also referred to in human rights “soft law” and other non-treaty 
standards,18 and are commonly called for by UN bodies, including the General Assembly 
and the Human Rights Council, by regional human rights bodies, and others. 

 
 

Event of Armed Conflict (1999) 38 ILM 769, Articles 15-17; Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (1993) 
1974 UNTS 45, Article VII(1); Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate 
Effects, Amended Protocol II (1996) 35 ILM 1206, Article 14; Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (1997) 36 ILM 
1507, Article 9; Convention on Cluster Munitions, (2008) 48 ILM 357, Article 9. 
13 This includes the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (1984) UNTS 1465, Article 6; International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance (2006) Article 12; Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture 
(1985) Article 8; Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons (1994) Article VI.  
14 UN Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 20: Article 7 (Prohibition of Torture, or Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment)” (10 March 1992) para 14; UN Human Rights 
Committee, “General Comment No. 36 on article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, on the right to life” (10 October 2018), CCPR/C/GC/36, paras 27-29; Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights: Velásquez Rodríguez v Honduras, Judgment, 29 July 1988, (Ser. C) No. 4, paras 166-
181; Santo Domingo Massacre v Colombia, (Ser. C) No. 259, Judgment of 30 November 2012 
(Preliminary objections, merits and reparations) paras 154-173; European Court of Human Rights: 
Isayeva v Russia, Judgment, 24 February 2005 (57950/00) paras 209-214; Al-Skeini v UK, Judgment, 
7 July 2011 (55721/07) paras 161-167. 
15 E.g., the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [hereinafter “ICCPR”] (1966) UNTS 999, 
Article 2.2 as interpreted by the Human Rights Committee in “General Comment No. 31: The Nature of 
the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (26 May 
2004), CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13, paras 8 and 15. 
16 ICC Statute (above note 7) preamble, para 6. 
17 ICC Statute (above note 7) Articles 17-18. 
18 ECOSOC, Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and 
Summary Executions (1989) para 9; UN OHCHR, Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms 
by Law Enforcement Officials (1990); Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and 
Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of 
International Humanitarian Law [hereinafter “Basic Principles on the Right to a Remedy and 
Reparation”], Resolution adopted by the General Assembly, 16 December 2005, A/RES/60/147, para 
22; Principles of International Co-operation in the Detection, Arrest, Extradition and Punishment of 
Persons Guilty of War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, Resolution adopted by the General 
Assembly, 3 December 1973, A/RES/3020(XXVIII), para 1. 
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STATE RESPONSIBILITY 
 
21. The military of a State is an organ of the State and its acts are attributable to the State. 

A violation of international humanitarian law committed by one (or more) members of the 
armed forces may thus give rise to the responsibility of the relevant State.19 An obvious 
example is where a member of the armed forces commits a war crime.20 State 
responsibility for violations of international humanitarian law can arise even where no 
individual responsibility can be established (e.g., if adequate structures for compliance 
with the law were not in place). 
 

22. A State has a duty under international humanitarian law to comply with its rules (to 
“respect and ensure respect for them in all circumstances”).21 This is a “primary rule” 
under the international law of State responsibility,22 which will be breached when a 
member of the armed forces violates the law. 
 

23. In consequence, under the “secondary rules” of State responsibility, a State must take 
all relevant measures to cease an ongoing violation of international humanitarian law, 
ensure its non-repetition and make appropriate reparation.23 An investigation will in many 
cases be a preliminary step to any such action and is thus essential.24 
 

24. State responsibility may also arise in relation to individuals or other entities harmed by a 
violation of another branch of international law which provides that they are the direct 
holders of rights (e.g., individuals under international human rights law). The specific 
form of reparation due, which may often include compensation, will depend on the source 
of law and procedure involved. 

 
25. Domestically, a State’s responsibility may take the form of civil liability for harm 

committed to individuals or entities by the armed forces. The extent to which, and the 

19 UN International Law Commission, Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful 
Acts [hereinafter “Articles on State Responsibility”] Supplement No. 10 (A/56/10), chp.IV.E.1 (2001), 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in Resolution A/RES/62/61 (8 January 2008) Article 4; GCI (above 
note 6) Article 51; GCII (above note 6) Article 52; GCIII (above note 6) Article 131; GCIV (above note 6) 
Article 148; API (above note 6) Article 91. See also ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 
149. 
20 State responsibility for conduct attributable to it will arise in other cases as well (see Articles on State 
Responsibility (above note 19), Articles 2-11). A State is also responsible for the acts of members of 
State organs other than the military, e.g., the security services or the gendarmerie (see Articles on State 
Responsibility, Article 5). A State will likewise be responsible for the conduct of a person or group of 
persons if the person or group is in fact acting on the instructions of, or under the direction or control of, 
the State carrying out the conduct (see Articles on State Responsibility, Article 8). 
21 Common Article 1 to the four Geneva Conventions 1949 (above note 6); Pictet, J. S. (ed.), 
Commentary on the First Geneva Convention, ICRC (1952) [hereinafter “Pictet Commentary”] p. 26; 
ICRC Commentary on the First Geneva Convention (2016) [hereinafter “ICRC 2016 Commentary”] para 
118; International Court of Justice: Case Concerning Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against 
Nicaragua (Nicaragua v USA), Judgment of 27 June 1986 (Merits), para 220. 
22 International Law Commission, Commentary to the Draft Articles on the Responsibility of States for 
Internationally Wrongful Acts, Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its fifty-third 
session, Yearbook of the International Law Commission (2001), vol. II, Part Two, p. 31, para 1. 
23 Articles on State Responsibility (above note 19) Articles 30-31; International Court of Justice, Case 
Concerning Armed Activities on The Territory of The Congo (Democratic Republic of The Congo v 
Uganda), Judgment of 19 December 2005, paras 255-259. 
24 Where violations of the law are committed by a non-State armed group party to a non-international 
armed conflict whose actions cannot be attributed to the State, a State may still have certain obligations 
regarding the prevention of violations and the prosecution and punishment of perpetrators. This may 
also presuppose an investigation. See International Law Commission, Commentary to the Draft Articles 
on State Responsibility (above note 19) p. 39 para 4. 
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specific ways in which, the civil liability of a State may be established in domestic 
proceedings (judicial or other), and the remedies available, will vary according to the 
domestic legal system.25 

 

NON-LEGAL REASONS  
 
26. The existence of effective domestic procedures and mechanisms for investigations in 

armed conflict serves to enhance a State’s military operational effectiveness. 
Investigations may be a source of information on the success or failure of military 
operations and enable appropriate steps to be taken in the latter case. They can likewise 
assist in the identification of good practice and lessons-learned. Ultimately, 
investigations are crucial for maintaining discipline in an institution that depends on high 
levels of command and control. 
 

27. Investigations are also a form of accountability to a State’s own population, to victims of 
violations of international humanitarian law and their next of kin, the population of another 
territory in which a State’s military may be operating, as well as to the international 
community. They can demonstrate that a State is adhering to its international obligations 
– either by clarifying that international humanitarian law was not violated or by 
demonstrating that the State is addressing an alleged violation of the law and taking 
appropriate corrective action. Showing a genuine effort to comply with the law and 
rejecting impunity for violations may, for example, increase trust in the military’s actions. 
Proper investigations of alleged violations can also facilitate transition to peace as there 
is likely to be more clarity on certain events and the corrective action that has been, or 
still needs to be, taken. The fact that a State is striving to implement its international legal 
obligations also promotes the overall credibility of the law. 
 

28. The parties to an armed conflict will often direct accusations of violations of international 
humanitarian law against each other in order to, for example, achieve political, 
psychological, propaganda, or other goals. This can include mutual recriminations over 
the way in which the law is being interpreted or applied by the other side. Effective 
investigations are crucial for a credible response to such claims. They may also serve to 
reduce the risk that the parties will engage in an escalating series of further violations 
that each side seeks to justify as a response to the other’s actions.  
 

29. Taking steps to determine whether a violation of international humanitarian law has 
occurred, and if so, to remedy it, is the primary responsibility of States. It should be noted, 
however, that when accountability failures occur or are thought to have occurred, 
international or regional bodies and processes (such as fact-finding missions, 
commissions of inquiry, tribunals), may be triggered to examine events and recommend 
or require action. Effective domestic investigations would preclude, or at least limit, the 
need to resort to external engagement.  

 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATION 
 
30. Regardless of its nature, an investigation needs to be effective. The term “effective” is 

not presented here as a legal term of art, as it does not have an agreed definition. It has 
been used generically in many contexts to indicate that a process must be appropriate 
and undertaken in good faith, with all feasible means employed to achieve its goal.  

25 It should be noted that in domestic legal proceedings, whether criminal or civil in nature, a violation of 
international humanitarian law (e.g., the grave breach of wilfully killing of a prisoner of war) may be 
classified and dealt with as a crime under domestic law (e.g., murder). 
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31. As noted above, the grave breaches provisions of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and of 

Additional Protocol I state that the High Contracting Parties must provide “effective penal 
sanctions”;26 other international treaties require that States provide for “effective 
remedies” for violations of the relevant law;27 and ad hoc criminal courts and human 
rights bodies have issued judgments or decisions on the obligation to carry out “effective 
investigations”.28 Non-treaty instruments adopted by the UN General Assembly have 
likewise reiterated the requirement of an effective investigation.29 
 

32. For the purpose of these Guidelines an investigation must be effective insofar as it should 
be capable of enabling a determination of whether there was a violation of international 
humanitarian law, of identifying the individual and systemic factors that caused or 
contributed to an incident, and of laying the ground for any remedial action that may be 
required. The Guidelines draw on the internationally recognised principles most 
commonly required for the effectiveness of an investigation30 and elucidate their practical 
application to investigations in armed conflict. The principles referred to are: 
independence, impartiality, thoroughness and promptness. A fifth principle, that of 
transparency, is also deemed to be applicable to investigations in armed conflict, albeit 
in a modified form. 
 

33. While an underlying requirement for investigations can be extrapolated from international 
humanitarian law, this body of law has very few provisions on the specific way in which 
investigations should be carried out. International human rights law bodies have had an 
opportunity to more precisely elaborate on this matter and also on how the general 
principles of an effective investigation should be implemented. These bodies have 
indicated that the fulfilment of the respective requirements should be assessed taking 
into account the specific circumstances of armed conflict.31  
 

34. There should be no fundamental difference between the general principles of an effective 
investigation in armed conflict and outside it, as their application will depend on what is 
feasible in each situation.32 The findings of authorities in both international human rights 

26 See note 6 above.  
27 ICCPR (above note 15) Article 2(3)(a); European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms (1950) ETS 5, Article 13. 
28 International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia [hereinafter “ICTY”]: Prosecutor v Ljube 
Boškoski and Johan Tarčulovski, Trial Chamber Judgment (IT-04-83-T) (10 July 2008) para 418; 
Prosecutor v Pavle Strugar, Trial Chamber II Judgment (IT-01-42-T) (31 January 2005) para 376; 
European Court of Human Rights: Al-Skeini v UK, Judgment, 7 July 2011 (55721/07) para 166; Inter-
American Court of Human Rights: Acosta et al v Nicaragua (2017) para 136; African Commission on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights: Sudan Human Rights Organisation and Centre on Housing Rights and 
Evictions v Sudan (2009) para 147. 
29 See Basic Principles on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation (above note 18) Principle III.  
30 See e.g., “Second Report of the Public Commission to Examine the Maritime Incident of 31 May 2010: 
Israel’s Mechanisms for Examining and Investigating Complaints and Claims of Violations of the Laws 
of Armed Conflict According to International Law” [hereinafter “2nd Turkel Report”] pp. 114-148, paras 
63-112; Human Rights Council, “Report of the Committee of independent experts in international 
humanitarian and human rights laws to monitor and assess any domestic, legal or other proceedings 
undertaken by both the Government of Israel and the Palestinian side, in the light of General Assembly 
resolution 254/64 including the independence, effectiveness, genuineness of these investigations and 
their conformity with international standards” (2010), A/HRC/15/50, para 21.  
31 European Court of Human Rights: Al-Skeini v UK, Judgment, 7 July 2011 (55721/07) para 168; 
Bazorkina v Russia, Judgment, 27 July 2006 (69481/01) para 121; Jaloud v The Netherlands, 20 
November 2014 (47708-08) para 186. 
32 Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, Philip Alston: 
Civil and Political Rights, Including the Questions of Disappearances and Summary Executions (8 March 
2006), E/CN.4/2006/53, para 36; Inter-American Court of Human Rights: Velásquez Rodríguez v 
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law and international criminal law have therefore been consulted, where appropriate, in 
the drafting of the Guidelines to interpret the relevant international humanitarian law rules 
and to inform their practical implementation. 

 

CONCEPTS AND TERMINOLOGY 
 
35. States have a myriad of diverse approaches to domestic investigations in armed conflict. 

Some investigative systems provide for distinct and consecutive phases to investigations 
of possible violations of international humanitarian law, while others merge certain 
stages. As a result, the wording used by States and their militaries varies significantly 
and cannot necessarily be transposed from one system to another. Different terminology 
is likewise used in the branches of international law mentioned above. 
 

36. The terminology set forth below encompasses different types, stages and elements of 
investigations through reliance on terms that were believed to best encapsulate the 
purpose of a particular investigation type, stage or element. While these terms are used 
consistently in the Guidelines, it should be noted that similar uniformity will not be found 
in the law and practice of different States. 
 

37. The definitions of concepts and terms provided below are solely for the purpose of these 
Guidelines and do not purport to have any agreed legal meaning beyond this document. 
As noted above, the aim of the Guidelines is not to suggest a structure or terminology to 
be shared by all States, but rather to provide guidance on certain practical and legal 
issues relevant to the various investigative systems regardless of the particular 
terminology in use domestically. 

 

COMMANDER  
 
38. The term “commander” is used in the Guidelines to designate any person with command 

responsibility over subordinates in a military hierarchy, i.e. in its generic meaning. It may, 
in other words, denote a commander at any level. 
 

39. A military commander can be held individually criminally responsible for directly carrying 
out or ordering the commission of a war crime.33 

 
40. Commensurate with their level of responsibility, commanders have a duty to ensure that 

members of the armed forces under their command are aware of their obligations under 
international humanitarian law.34 
 

41. In addition, commanders have a duty to prevent and, where necessary, to suppress and 
report to competent authorities violations of international humanitarian law rules, 
including with respect to members of the armed forces under their command and other 

Honduras (29 July 1988), (Ser. C) No. 4, para 177; European Court of Human Rights: Al-Skeini v UK, 
Judgment, 7 July 2011 (55721/07) para 164; African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights: 
Zimbabwe NGO Human Rights Forum v Zimbabwe (245/02) para 210. 
33 See GCI (above note 6) Article 49; GCII (above note 6) Article 50; GCIII (above note 6) Article 129; 
GCIV (above note 6) Article 146; ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 152. A person may 
"commit" a crime by different modes of participation provided for in domestic and international criminal 
law (for the latter see e.g., ICC Statute (above note 7) Article 25), issues that are outside the scope of 
this text. 
34 API (above note 6) Article 87(2). 
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persons under their control.35  
 

42. A commander who is aware that subordinates or other persons under their control are 
going to commit or have committed a violation of international humanitarian law is obliged 
to initiate steps necessary to prevent violations and, where appropriate, to initiate 
disciplinary or criminal action against the violators.36 
 

43. The fact that a violation was committed by a subordinate does not absolve their superiors 
from responsibility if they knew, or had information which should have enabled them to 
conclude in the circumstances at the time, that the subordinate was committing or was 
going to commit such a violation and if they did not take all feasible measures within their 
power to prevent or repress the breach.37 Thus, a failure to carry out appropriate action 
in respect of possible war crimes may likewise give rise to the individual criminal 
responsibility of a commander.38 
 

44. It should be noted that in certain domestic systems an authority other than a commander 
(a superior authority) may have duties related to investigations, while not necessarily 
possessing actual command responsibility (e.g., to discipline subordinates). This is also 
provided for in international criminal law39 and international humanitarian law.40 

 

RECORDING 
 
45. The “recording” of information comprises the collection, documentation and retention of 

information related to military operations. Recording is an ongoing process and has 
purposes beyond the gathering of information for a possible investigation. 

 

REPORTING  
 
46. “Reporting” is the transmission of information on an incident following either direct 

observation, the receipt of information from subordinates or through recording 
processes, or external allegations. 

 

INCIDENT 
 
47. An “incident” is broadly speaking any event, situation, or set of circumstances that has 

the potential to require an investigation because it raises concern about a possible 
violation of international humanitarian law. It can also be an unexpected or undesired 
occurrence that does not immediately raise concern about a possible violation but, given 
the circumstances, may warrant an investigation (e.g., if it suggests inadequate rules of 
engagement, insufficient training for detention operations, or a weapons malfunction), all 
of which could lead to violations in the future even if they did not initially occur.  
 

48. An incident may be internally brought to attention through or by the military chain of 
command or via other State institutions, or may be brought to attention by means of an 
external allegation. The terms “internal” (reporting) and “external” (allegations) are used 

35 API (above note 6) Article 87(1). 
36 API (above note 6) Article 87(3). 
37 API (above note 6) Article 86(2). See also ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 153. 
38 ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 153. 
39 See ICC Statute (above note 7) Article 28.  
40 See ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rules 152 and 153.  
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throughout this text to distinguish between reports made within the military and other 
State institutions on the one hand (“internal”), and those coming from external actors 
such as members of a civilian population, international, or civil society organisations on 
the other (“external”) (for more, see Guidelines 4 and 5 below).  
 

49. Internally, incidents can include both reportable incidents (those that must be 
communicated to a higher authority for assessment or other action), and non-reportable 
incidents (those that may be actioned by the commander, e.g., with disciplinary 
procedures). This is distinct from whether or not an incident is recorded.  

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
50. The term “assessment” is used to describe the process leading to a decision on the 

action that should be taken in response to an incident, regardless of whether the incident 
was brought to attention internally or externally.  
 

51. The purpose of an assessment is to determine whether an investigation is needed and, 
if so, establish the type that should be opened or, depending on the circumstances, 
whether more facts may be needed in order to decide on the launching of an investigation 
and its type.  
 

52. An assessment can take different forms and is not usually linear: it can be triggered by 
the decision of a single individual or be the result of multiple decisions involving different 
actors taken subsequently or in parallel to one another.  

 

INVESTIGATION 
 
53. “Investigation” is used to denote activity which has the purpose of establishing the facts 

surrounding an incident in order to allow for a subsequent determination of individual 
and/or State responsibility for a possible violation of international humanitarian law. The 
activities undertaken and the procedure provided for will comprise the investigative 
proceedings. 
 

54. Within this broad definition of investigation, a distinction is drawn in the Guidelines 
between two types of investigations: criminal and administrative.  

 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 
 
55. A criminal investigation is one aimed at determining the facts surrounding an incident so 

as to enable the establishment of possible individual criminal responsibility for conduct 
prohibited by law, and of the criminal sanction(s) that may be required. For the State 
responsibility aspects see Guidelines 741 and 14 below. 
 

56. As mentioned, under international humanitarian law States are under an obligation to 
prosecute persons suspected of having committed war crimes. Domestic law cannot be 
relied on to absolve a State from implementing its international legal obligations, 
including those provided for in international humanitarian law. 
 

57. In practice, many States have domestically criminalised a much broader range of 
offences that may be committed in armed conflict than the war crimes provided for in 

41 See para 134 below. 
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international humanitarian law.42 While all criminal offences must be subject to criminal 
investigation, the focus here is only the investigation of criminal offences that constitute 
war crimes under international humanitarian law. It should be noted that in some national 
systems criminal sanctions are also provided for certain acts that constitute disciplinary 
offences.43 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS 
 
58. An administrative investigation is one aimed at determining the facts surrounding an 

incident to establish whether there was a non-criminal violation of international 
humanitarian law, and consider any individual and/or State responsibility that may arise. 
 

59. Administrative investigations are one way in which States can fulfil their obligation to 
suppress violations of international humanitarian law that are not war crimes.44 This type 
of proceeding can be conducted prior to, in parallel with, or following a criminal 
investigation, in order to, for example, address issues linked to an incident that are not 
of a criminal, but of an operational, policy, or disciplinary nature. 
 

60. In some domestic systems, certain administrative investigations deliberately exclude the 
possibility of looking into individual responsibility for an incident (e.g., in order to 
encourage frankness by those who were involved).45 For the purpose of these 
Guidelines, however, administrative investigations include proceedings that aim to, inter 
alia, establish individual, non-criminal responsibility for an incident. Such proceedings 
can take many forms in practice. 

 

FEASIBILITY 
 
61. “Feasibility” refers to action that is practicable or practically possible taking into account 

all the circumstances prevailing at the time, including humanitarian and military 
considerations.46 This standard is particularly important in situations of armed conflict 
which may involve a rapid change of circumstances on the ground (e.g., preventing 
access to the scene of an incident or witness interviews). The standard of feasibility must 
be applied in good faith and cannot be relied on to preclude an investigation as such, 
given that certain investigative measures should always be possible. Where appropriate, 
the commentary to the Guidelines will specify what may be relevant to take into account 
in a feasibility assessment.  

 
 
 

42 In the majority of cases these offences are tried as domestic offences and not violations of 
international humanitarian law. Examples include criminalising the failure to take feasible precautions in 
attack, looting, theft, simple assault, the taking of artefacts or trophies of war. 
43 The term “disciplinary offence” has different connotations in different investigative systems; the 
Guidelines do not attempt to address the full scope of possible disciplinary violations under domestic 
law or the mechanisms to deal with them. See commentary to Guideline 12.  
44 See paras 13-16 above. 
45 Such proceedings are often focused on fixing a human error or detecting defective equipment and 
preventing repetition, rather than attributing individual responsibility. 
46 See Sandoz, Y., Swinarski, C., Zimmermann, B. (eds.), Commentary to the Additional Protocols of 8 
June 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 [hereinafter “ICRC Commentary to API”], 
Martinus Nijhoff (1987) to Article 57 API, para 2198.
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SYSTEMIC ISSUES 
 
62. An issue is considered systemic if the underlying causes of an incident are likely to have 

led to or could lead to further incidents. Systemic issues can surface in a single unit, 
across multiple units, and at any level within the military. Investigating systemic issues 
can be part of the duty to prevent or cease a violation of international humanitarian law, 
avoid its reoccurrence, and/or take appropriate remedial action. Systemic issues may 
arise without any intent to commit violations or fault that could be attributed to a specific 
person or body. 

 

POLICY-RELATED VIOLATIONS 
 
63. Policy-related violations are a type of systemic issue and will often involve multiple and/or 

severe acts contrary to international humanitarian law. Two scenarios may be 
distinguished. The first is a case in which the cause of an incident – or incidents – lies in 
an explicit or implicit policy to violate international humanitarian law. The second is a 
case in which there is wilful disregard for ongoing reports, allegations and/or information 
that international humanitarian law is being violated.  
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GUIDELINES 
 

I THE TRIGGERING PROCESS 
 
64. This section covers steps prior to and necessary to trigger an investigation, from the 

recording of military operations to an assessment that an investigation is needed. These 
first steps will be critical to the effectiveness of any subsequent investigation. 
 

65. Guideline 1 covers the recording of military operations. Recording activities are separate 

from the investigative process inasmuch as they should be carried out regardless of any 

incident. When an incident occurs, recording will be an essential pre-requisite for many 
subsequent investigative steps. 
 

66. Guidelines 2 to 5 deal with actions that should be undertaken immediately following an 
incident. The Guidelines cover action necessary at the scene of an incident, reporting 
requirements, as well as internal reporting and external allegations procedures.  
 

67. Guideline 6 describes the assessment process. This is the process within which a 
decision is, inter alia, made on whether to open an investigation following an incident 
(regardless of the way in which it was brought to attention: internally or externally). The 
Guideline addresses the circumstances under which a criminal or an administrative 
investigation should be launched, and other possible assessment outcomes. 

 

GUIDELINE 1: RECORDING 
 
Military operations should be recorded at the earliest possible time. The scope of 
recording may depend on the feasibility of doing so in the circumstances.  

COMMENTARY: 
 
68. The “recording” of information comprises the collection, documentation, and retention of 

information related to military operations (the “capturing” of information). Outside of 
investigations it serves to assess the effects of operational activity, to enable lessons-
learned, and to help detect systemic issues, all of which, in turn, can improve operational 
effectiveness and contribute to the success of future operations. It is important that the 
planning of military operations also be part of record-keeping. 
 

69. Recording should, for example, be made of unplanned use of force or 
unexpected/undesired consequence of the use of force; civilian casualties/harm; 
property damage/harm; detention activities; planned operational success and effects. It 
is good practice to record special instructions, applicable rules of engagement, soldier 
cards, tactical guidance, the training provided, those involved in the decision-making 
processes, and the context of operations. 
 

70. The chain of command should ensure that recording is carried out. The realities of armed 
conflict may make recording difficult, meaning that the amount and type of feasible 
recording will differ depending on the circumstances. Given the importance of capturing 
information related to military operations, the criterion of feasibility should not be used 
as an excuse not to record, but prioritisation of resources may be necessary in this 
regard. 
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71. In the context of investigations, recording is important for determining whether an 
incident needs to be investigated. The capturing of information serves to help reconstruct 
what happened and whether appropriate action was taken at the time of an incident. 
Such information will, among other things, be important for responding to internal reports 
or external allegations that may arise following an incident, including one that was not 
initially deemed problematic.  
 

72. Recorded information related to an incident should include: what happened, who did 
what, where, as well as the time, date and unit(s) involved. All cases of capture and 
detention of persons must be recorded.47 Examples of the different formats in which 
information can be recorded include post-mission debriefs, after-action reviews, contact 
reports, mission reports, data accumulated by operation centres, detention logs, strike 
logs, electronic communications, and targeting packages. Some of these records will be 
generated automatically, in which case recording will involve simply retaining the 
information. 
 

73. Information can be recorded via written, photographic, audio, video, or electronic means. 
It should be stored, with due attention paid to data protection and privacy concerns, and, 
if relevant, archived in suitable conditions, with the ability to be retrieved if necessary. 
 

74. Information should be recorded at the earliest possible time given the operational 
context. This means that the time-frame within which recording is done may differ 
between, for example, deliberate (pre-planned) operations versus dynamic operations 
(those responding to immediate circumstantial requirements or opportunities). 
 

75. Adequate training and guidance are critical to the success of recording and should be 
provided to persons with that responsibility. Training on effective recording should be 
organised as part of exercises prior to armed conflict or deployment. Persons tasked with 
recording may need particular operational knowledge and expertise to accurately 
observe the causes and effects of an incident. Training should include what information 
is useful to record and how recording should be done. 
 

76. Military regulations should determine who is tasked with recording. Recording 
procedures should be adapted to the capabilities of those who will be recording (e.g., the 
literacy levels of persons expected to record) and to the conditions within which they are 
expected to operate (e.g., the equipment and technology available). Timelines, as well 
as procedures for preserving the integrity of recorded information and its storage, should 
likewise be set out beforehand. 
 

77. A range of units may have material which is relevant to a military operation, such as 
aircraft imagery, intelligence intercepts, or information relating to the transfer of 
detainees from the point of capture to a detention facility. In the case of an incident, the 
unit involved may need to reach out to other units that may have such additional 
information. In multi-national military operations, a procedure for information-sharing 
related to possible incidents should be established in advance, within reasonable 
expectations, given the challenges of verification of the material shared and classification 
of information recorded. 

 

  

47 See also para 108 below. 



18 

GUIDELINE 2: ACTIONS AT THE SCENE OF AN INCIDENT 
 
A commander present at the scene of an incident should take all feasible steps to 
ensure the securing and preservation of relevant information and evidence if more 
appropriate authorities are not available.  

COMMENTARY: 
 

78. The securing and preservation of information and evidence are key to establishing that 
a violation of international humanitarian law has occurred, and may be equally essential 
to establishing that no violation has taken place. Certain steps such as the collection of 
evidence are highly dependent on expert and prompt action. A commander may 
therefore be required to carry out certain safeguarding actions such as securing the 
scene of an incident, documenting it with photographs, drawings, video recording or 
audio description, collecting and preserving other evidence, identifying possible victims 
and witnesses, and collecting statements from them and members of their own armed 
forces.  
 

79. On-scene commanders should be given specific training on what sort of action should 
be taken at the scene of an incident in order to secure and preserve evidence for any 
potential investigation. While it should be recognised that this task is additional to the 
primary role of a commander, it will on occasion be necessary for it to be performed, and 
properly so.48 Commanders should in all cases be instructed in how not to jeopardise a 
possible investigation, which should include being given basic information on how to 
maintain the chain of custody of evidence and treat potential victims and witnesses. 
 

80. The expectations on the commander should be held to what is feasible given the 
circumstances, including the specific mission, the accessibility of the relevant site, the 
security situation, and available resources.49 
 

81. In cases of suspected criminal behaviour, more appropriate military or civilian law 
enforcement agencies, where they exist, should be included as soon as possible. A 
commander’s on-scene actions should not hinder the prompt involvement of such 
investigative bodies. 

 

GUIDELINE 3: REPORTING 
 
Any incident must be promptly reported by a commander to the competent authority for 
assessment.  

COMMENTARY: 
 
82. “Reporting” is the transmission of information on an incident following either direct 

observation, the receipt of information from subordinates or through recording 
processes, or external allegations. The purpose of reporting is to draw attention to an 
incident which, in turn, may trigger the first steps of an investigation. 
 

83. Military commanders have a legal obligation to report violations of international 
humanitarian law to the competent authority (see Guideline 6). Three types of reporting 
obligations may, generally speaking, be identified: i) incidents that must be reported 
because they involve suspected war crimes under international humanitarian law, such 
as the killing of prisoners of war, deliberate and direct attacks against civilians, perfidy; 

48 ICRC Commentary to API (above note 46) Article 87, para 3563. 
49 In this context see also para 133 of the Guidelines below.
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ii) incidents in which it is not clear that a violation of international humanitarian law has 
been committed but where the circumstances indicate that this may be the case, such 
as a failure to take precautions in attack; and iii) situations that involve no violation of 
international humanitarian law but that nonetheless require reporting for legal and 
operational reasons, such as the capture and detention of persons. It is good practice to 
provide for a wider range of situations that may require reporting as well, which some 
systems do.50 
 

84. Military manuals often provide guidance on the actions or incidents that should be 
reported, with some listing and defining specific examples of “reportable incidents” as a 
useful way of operationalising commanders’ reporting obligations.51 

50 See note 51 below.  
51 Examples of reportable incidents or equivalent:  

• Argentina: Commanders are obliged to report violations of the Conventions and Protocol I, if 
necessary, to the competent authorities. [Manual de Derecho Internacional de los Conflictos 
Armados, 2010, para 2.06, p. 37]. 

• Australia: “Notifiable incidents” include reasonable suspicion that a disciplinary offence has been 
committed (excluding minor disciplinary matters); reasonable suspicion that a criminal offence 
has been committed; any death, serious injury, disappearance of civilian; death, serious injury of 
disappearance of an “enemy combatant” in custody or under effective control. [DOD, Defence 
Instructions (General), Admin 45-2: The reporting and management of notifiable incidents, para 
6]. 

• Burundi: Each soldier has the obligation to report violations of international humanitarian law. 
[Règlement sur le DIH, 2007, para VIII.2.1]. 

• Canada: Officers must “report to the proper authority any infringement of the pertinent statutes, 
regulations, rules, orders and instructions governing the conduct of any person subject to the 
Code of Service Discipline when the officer cannot deal adequately with the matter.” [Queen’s 
Regulations and Orders 4.02(1)]. 

• France: incidents which must be reported to higher authorities by military authorities include 16 
categories of “serious incidents” [“Evengrave”], including serious accidents, allegations of criminal 
offences, and incidents which cause concern due to their nature, persons implicated or potential 
consequences. [Bulletin Officiel des Armées, Instruction N° 1950/DEF/CAB/SDBC/CPAG fixant 
la conduite à tenir par les autorités militaires et civiles en cas d'accidents ou d'incidents survenus 
au sein du ministère de la défense ou des établissements publics qui en dépendent (6 February 
2004)].  

• Mexico: Commanders have the obligation to […] prevent any violation of [the Geneva 
Conventions and Protocol I], to repress them and, if necessary, to report them to the competent 
authorities. [Manual de DIH para el ejercito YFAM, 2009, para 173]. 

• Netherlands: After witnessing a possible violation of international humanitarian law, MoD 
personnel must report this to the Royal Marechaussee; A commander must report any crime 
committed by their subordinates to the Royal Marechaussee; Any use of force in military 
operations must be reported in the chain of command. The authorised commander must submit 
an After Action Report in the chain of command. A copy of this report is sent to the Public 
Prosecution Service via the Royal Marechaussee. [2nd Turkel Report (above note 30) Annex, pp. 
925-930]. 

• Peru: Report acts or facts that constitute war crimes and enforce criminal and disciplinary 
responsibility for such crimes committed by superiors and subordinates, applying article 87 of 
Protocol I Additional to the Geneva Conventions. [Manual para las fuerzas armadas, 2010, p. 
222]. 

• South Africa: All soldiers must be aware of their responsibility to report war crimes, which are 
breaches of the LOAC. Normally the report should be made to the next senior in the chain of 
command. A report may also be made to the Military Police, a Legal Officer or a Chaplain. 
[Revised Civic Education Manual, 2004, para 58]. 

• UK: Examples of Schedule 2 offences (reported to Service Police) include murder, manslaughter, 
kidnapping, inflicting GBH [grievous bodily harm], cruelty to children, infanticide, grave breaches, 
threatening with offensive weapon in public, robbery, torture, certain terrorism acts, war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, genocide. [Armed Forces Act (2006) Section 113; Schedule 2 offences 
as defined, pp. 198-200]. 
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85. In many States all members of the military (in addition to commanders) have a duty to 
report and it is good practice for legislation or military regulations to provide for that. 
Reports from subordinates can serve as an additional source of information on violations 
that will enable a commander to fulfil their legal obligation to report incidents to the 
competent authority for assessment. 
 

86. The commander must ensure that reporting procedures are in place and that reporting 
is carried out.52 Reporting structures and guidance should be provided to commanders 
prior to armed conflict or deployment, with clear criteria on what to report, what details to 
provide, when, and to whom. Failure to report must always be addressed and, where 
appropriate, be subject to sanctions. 
 

87. It should be recalled that a failure to carry out appropriate action in respect of possible 
war crimes may give rise to the individual criminal responsibility of a commander. The 
duty to report may be seen as a particularly important step in this regard. 
 

88. Reported information should include as appropriate: what happened, who did what, 
where, and the time, date and unit(s) involved, as well as other information and/or details 
the commander may have been apprised of or personally observed. Reporting 
obligations should be undertaken as soon as feasible after an incident, taking into 
account the circumstances, including available communications capabilities.  
 

89. Reportable information should be passed on to a person or body with the competence 
to make an assessment, which will depend on the national system. This will often be “up” 
the chain of command. It should be stressed that the competent authority may depend 
on the nature of the incident, and may also change as information is passed on and facts 
are clarified. Importantly, the reporting obligation continues until the appropriate level of 
assessment is reached (see Guideline 6 for details). 

 
90. There are certain types of non-criminal violations of international humanitarian law for 

which the commander may be the competent authority under domestic law (see e.g., 
Guideline 12). It would still be desirable to maintain a reporting obligation in such cases. 
A commander’s report would then be submitted for information and lessons-learned 
processes, rather than for referral to a competent authority for assessment.53 

 
 

• USA: Reportable Incidents: “A possible, suspected or alleged violation of the law of war for which 
there is credible information, or conduct during military operations other than war that would 
constitute a violation of the law of war if it occurred during an armed conflict.” [Chairman of the 
Joint Chief of Staff Instruction, Implementation of the DOD Law of War Program, CJCSI 5810.01D 
(2010) para 6(f)(4)(e)(2)CJCS; DoD Instruction 6055.07, “Accident Investigation, Reporting, and 
Record Keeping” (3 October 2000) Table 10 “Special Reporting Group Notification 
Requirements”]. 

52 A commander’s reporting obligations are explicitly provided for in international humanitarian law and 
in many military manuals. See API (above note 6) Article 87(1); ICRC Customary Law Study (above 
note 6) commentary to Rule 153 and State Practice relating to Rules 153 and 158; ICTY: Prosecutor v 
Vujadin Popović et al, Appeals Chamber Judgment, 30 January 2015 (IT-05-88-A) para 1932-1941; 
Prosecutor v Delalić, Judgment, Case NO IT-920210T, 16 November 1998, para 770; International 
Criminal Court [hereinafter “ICC”]: Prosecutor v Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, Trial Chamber III Judgment 
(21 March 2016) para 727. 
53 For example, a commander notices their subordinates are failing to adequately separate men and 
women in a detention centre and carries out an investigation into the causes of the violation in order to 
suppress it and prevent its reoccurrence. The commander is the competent authority to suppress the 
violation through investigative action, but also reports the information and corrective action taken 
through the chain of command for information. 
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GUIDELINE 4: INTERNAL REPORTING 
 
An internal process should be in place for persons other than a commander to report 
incidents through the chain of command or to corresponding law enforcement agencies 
where they exist. Individuals must be free to make such reports without fear of 
retribution. 

COMMENTARY:  
 
91. Persons other than a commander – who, as discussed above, clearly has reporting 

obligations – should be able to report incidents which they believe indicate a violation of 
international humanitarian law. This should include all members of the armed forces, 
civilian employees and contracted personnel under the authority of the armed forces. An 
internal process for submitting reports should be available and made known by the 
military, so as to ensure that all incidents are brought to the attention of a competent 
authority and that appropriate assessment of whether an investigation is required may 
be made. Internal reports may also involve information on an incident that a commander 
did not consider problematic at the time. 
 

92. An internal reporting process should be accessible and efficient if it is to enable the 
military to take subsequent action to put an end to, prevent, or remedy possible violations 
of the law. Such a process can, however, also serve to enhance operational 
effectiveness by maintaining the discipline required of all members of the military in 
following the rules, a feature inherent to the proper functioning of any armed force. 
Military or other appropriate regulations should thus include provisions that explain the 
process by which persons other than commanders can report incidents which they 
believe indicate a violation of international humanitarian law. 
  

93. Given the structural particularities of the military, internal reporting procedures will not be 
effective unless protection is provided for those submitting a report (except for cases of 
bad faith). This can include ensuring that persons reporting incidents will not be 
discharged, disciplined, downgraded in rank, or subjected to other measures of reprisal 
or punishment as a consequence of reporting. Internal reports may need to be vetted for 
credibility, but such verification should protect the person who reported, particularly from 
the undue actions of their immediate superior. 
 

94. As mentioned, internal reports will usually be expected to be made through the chain of 
command. In certain circumstances an individual may not wish to report to their direct 
commander (e.g., because the latter was implicated in the incident) or is barred from 
reporting directly higher up the chain, i.e. to their commander’s commander. Guidance 
on reporting in such cases should be specified in the relevant military regulations. In 
these scenarios, one possibility would be to enable “lateral” reporting to another 
commander who is at the same level as the immediate superior of the person reporting 
(e.g., to the commander of another company within the same battalion), in order to 
ensure that all incidents are brought to appropriate attention. 
 

95. Some States enable individuals to report directly to law enforcement agencies that deal 
with military law enforcement issues, such as the military or civilian police.  
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GUIDELINE 5: RECEIPT OF EXTERNAL ALLEGATIONS  
 
Accessible and effective processes for receiving external allegations of an incident 
should be provided for. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

96. Accessible and effective processes for receiving external allegations related to an 
incident should be provided for by the military and/or by the appropriate State authorities. 
Allegations extraneous to the military may constitute valuable sources of information: for 
example, they may bring to attention facts that may not have been observed by the 
military, shed light on facts additional to those already observed, or permit an 
understanding of the full scope of the consequences of military action. In some cases, 
an external allegation may be the only source of information that an incident has 
occurred. 
 

97. How the military or other State authorities receive external allegations will vary 
depending on factors such as the context, location, and type of armed conflict. 
Information should be made available to the general public regarding the existence of 
the relevant processes/mechanisms, how to access them, who receives the 
allegation(s), and how to follow up on an allegation. 
 

98. Allegations related to an incident can be made by persons affected by military operations 
directly or indirectly, and also by other persons or bodies – domestic or international – 
with an interest in the matter. Procedures and channels of communication that ensure 
the safety, security, and privacy of complainants should be established. Challenges such 
as language barriers, and other social and cultural factors that may affect the ability of 
individuals or bodies to bring an allegation should be anticipated, with possible solutions 
provided. The sharing of good practices between units, services, and militaries is 
valuable in this regard. 
 

99. All allegations should be taken seriously, with no hierarchy between the different 
sources. The prioritisation of allegations may, however, be necessary: some will require 
more meticulous attention, particularly those indicating that war crimes have been 
committed (e.g., intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population, pillage, 
torture of detainees, hostage-taking). A large number of allegations related to the same 
incident or the repetition of allegations indicating a pattern of similar incidents should 
raise particular concern about systemic issues or policy-related violations. 
 

100. Whenever feasible, the military should seek to proactively engage with a range of actors 
including other militaries (particularly in multi-national military operations), UN bodies, 
international monitors, NGOs and other civil society organisations, as well as the media 
regarding information arising from allegations. Providing for points of contact or 
intermediaries with such actors is good practice. Direct engagement with the ICRC is of 
particular importance given the organisation’s specific mandate and operational 
experience in situations of armed conflict.54 

 
 
 
 
 

54 See Khairullin, E., “5 things that make ICRC confidential information unsuitable for legal proceedings”, 
ICRC Humanitarian Law & Policy (31 January 2019), available at https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-
policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-unsuitable-legal-proceedings/. 

https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-unsuitable-legal-proceedings/
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-unsuitable-legal-proceedings/
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GUIDELINE 6: ASSESSMENT 
 
Internal reports or externally received allegations related to an incident should be 
passed on to the appropriate authority for an assessment of the action to be taken in 
response. The appropriate authority should be competent to launch a criminal and/or 
administrative investigation, to determine that no investigative action is necessary, or 
to establish that more facts are needed prior to a decision. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

101. Legislation or military regulations should describe to whom and which sort of internal 
report and/or external allegation related to an incident should be transmitted for 
assessment. In some domestic systems there will be more than one authority to which 
such reports and/or allegations must be passed on to for assessment. 
 

102. The degree of independence and impartiality of an assessment authority should as a 
general rule correspond to the gravity of the incident being assessed. As already 
mentioned, many States have clarified that there are certain types of incidents, or 
incidents of a certain severity that must be reported by a commander for assessment 
higher up. Such an assessment will be made by the commander’s superior, or other 
assessment authority that may be designated under domestic law or regulations. In some 
systems reports/allegations of incidents indicating that a crime has been committed must 
be passed on by the commander to law enforcement agencies, either military or civilian. 
 

103. The assessment authority should not have been implicated in the incident. If a 
commander was implicated in an incident (i.e. if they were involved in it or if actions taken 
by the commander related to the incident could cast doubt on their independence and 
impartiality), legislation or military regulations should at a minimum provide that the 
internal report or external allegation is to be referred by the commander to another 
authority for assessment.  
 

104. The person or body making an assessment decision should be able to determine 
whether it is competent to conduct the assessment and be able to carry out a credibility 
check of the internal report or external allegation if necessary.55 

 
105. The assessment authority must under domestic law be competent to launch a criminal 

and/or an administrative investigation as may be required and to examine whether the 
incident at hand may give rise to systemic issues or policy-related violations. A person 
or body tasked with an assessment may also decide that further facts are needed in 
order to make a decision,56 or that no investigative action is warranted.  
 

106. An assessment which, properly carried out, finds there is no need to investigate will 
discharge a State’s obligations related to the repression and suppression of violations of 
international humanitarian law. Legislation and military regulations should however 
provide that a further assessment will take place if new information (reports or 
allegations) related to an incident is received. 
 

107. It is good practice to pass on the results of assessment decisions to authorities that may 
be tasked with monitoring for systemic issues or policy-related violations (see Guidelines 
13 and 15 below). 
 

55 For the latter see paras 114 and 115 below. 
56 See paras 116 and 117 below.  
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108. In situations of armed conflict, in particular during ongoing hostilities, there may be a 
need to prioritise which incidents to deal with most promptly at the assessment stage. 
This decision will be context-specific, but the gravity of the incident, the need to react 
quickly, and the likelihood of repetition should be considered. It should be noted that 
international humanitarian law provides for clear obligations to deal with incidents 
involving the death or serious injury of detainees.57 
 

109. Legal training or legal support must be provided to a person or body making assessment 
decisions arising from internally reported incidents or external allegations as it will be 
necessary to be able to identify possible violations of international humanitarian law (see 
Guideline 16). 
 

110. It is important that military or civilian law enforcement agencies, where they exist,58 to 
which an internal report or external allegation is passed on are able to independently 
recommend or refer to the appropriate authority (or independently initiate as the case 
may be under domestic law), criminal and/or administrative investigations. 
 

111. The assessment authority must open a criminal investigation if there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that a war crime has been committed (see para 119 and Guideline 
7). Some States may have a lower threshold for opening a criminal investigation for 
various policy or operational reasons.59 As already mentioned, States may for similar 
reasons criminalise under domestic law violations of international humanitarian law that 
are not provided for as war crimes under its rules.60 There may also be other applicable 
bodies of international law relevant to determining whether a criminal investigation is 
required (in particular international human rights law). While the triggers for a criminal 
investigation in such cases are not dealt with in these Guidelines, it should be noted that 
an assessment decision will need to take into account the totality of the applicable legal 
framework. This should include examining any issues of State responsibility that may 
arise (see Guideline 14). 
 

112. The assessment authority should open an administrative investigation (see Guidelines 
12 and 13) if the circumstances of an incident suggest that a violation of international 
humanitarian law has been committed which does not require a criminal investigation. 
Even if a violation is not apparent, exceptional or unexpected events may also require 
an administrative investigation.61 Administrative investigations can also be triggered for 
a variety of non-legal reasons such as operational needs, lessons-learned exercises, or 
performance improvement which are not addressed in these Guidelines. If the 
assessment authority notices that certain types of reports or allegations are repeated 
over a period of time, it should be able to recommend or open an administrative 
investigation into possible systemic issues or policy-related violations. 
 

113. The involvement of an assessment authority should be prompt as this is crucial to 
ensuring that an incident is given the appropriate investigative response. Certain actions 
following incidents (e.g., reusing the weapons discharged in an incident again shortly 
after it happened, failing to restrict access to the scene following the death of a detainee), 
may delay or hinder criminal investigations by modifying or removing evidence so that it 

57 GCIII (above note 6) Articles 120-121; GCIV (above note 6) Article 131; ICRC, “Guidelines for 
Investigating Deaths in Custody” (2013). See also other bodies of law, e.g., Convention Against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1984) UNTS 1465, Article 6; 
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (2006) Article 
12.  
58 See paras 126-129 below. 
59 See note 64 below.  
60 See para 57 above.  
61 See definition of incident in para 47 above. 
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cannot be used in criminal proceedings due to domestic rules of evidence and procedure. 
It is thus essential that a decision on whether to launch a criminal investigation be made 
promptly. 
 

114. External allegations may need to be vetted for credibility. As mentioned, such allegations 
may be received in different ways and come from various sources. Establishing the 
credibility of an allegation is essential to determining whether the information contained 
requires further attention, i.e. should be transmitted to the investigative process. Various 
factors can be taken into account in assessing the credibility of external allegations (e.g., 
the source of the allegation, the level of detail on the incident provided, corroboration 
with other sources), and will be context-dependent. Military regulations should provide 
clear guidance on the process and criteria for vetting external allegations.  
 

115. It is important to note that determining the credibility of an external allegation is not the 
same as determining whether there are “reasonable grounds” to believe a criminal 
offence has been committed. While the latter standard is used to trigger a criminal 
investigation, the former constitutes a much lower threshold. It is not necessary to 
demonstrate that an incident involving possible violations of the law actually occurred, 
only that the allegation itself is deemed credible. 
 

116. If further facts are needed in order to make an assessment, the assessment authority 
should carry out – or delegate the responsibility62 for – appropriate action to establish the 
additional facts. Gathering further facts for assessment purposes is a different process 
to administrative investigations. The former procedure is used only for gathering initial 
information sufficient for an assessment decision, and might not, for example, require 
the formal interrogation of witnesses. 
 

117. In all cases a fact-finding exercise must at the very least not delay or hinder future 
criminal proceedings, particularly as regards the handling of potential evidence and the 
gathering of victim or witness statements. 
 

118. It should be noted that in some cases of violations of international humanitarian law an 
assessment may not be necessary. Certain circumstances may be so obvious that it is 
possible to take follow-up action immediately.63  

62 In some domestic systems, the assessment authority will include a preliminary investigative body, 
such as the military or civilian police, for this purpose. 
63 For example, if a commander sees a member of the armed forces inappropriately displaying a Red 
Cross or Red Crescent emblem, but removes the emblem and corrects the soldier before any other 
consequences arise from the act (except if the act constitutes attempted perfidy which would be a war 
crime). Where such behaviour by a soldier is the result of inadequate training, a systemic issue may be 
involved and need to be addressed. See Guideline 13 below.  
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II CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 
 
119. A criminal investigation must be opened if there are reasonable grounds to believe that 

a war crime has been committed.64 The purpose of a criminal investigation is to 
determine the facts surrounding an incident so as to enable the establishment of possible 
individual criminal responsibility for conduct prohibited by law and of the criminal 
sanction(s) that may be required. The rights of suspects, victims, and witnesses must be 
guaranteed from the onset of a criminal investigation. 
 

120. Guidelines 7 to 10 deal with the principles of an effective investigation and how they 
apply to a criminal investigation in armed conflict. 
 

121. Guideline 11 deals with the fair trial guarantees which must be respected throughout a 
criminal investigation. 

 

GUIDELINE 7: INDEPENDENCE AND IMPARTIALITY 
 
An independent and impartial investigative authority must be available to carry out 
criminal investigations if there are reasonable grounds to believe that an individual has 
committed a war crime.  

COMMENTARY: 
 

122. A criminal investigation must be independent and impartial. The way in which these 
principles are specifically implemented in a domestic legal system will vary, and may 
differ depending on the authority carrying out an investigation, as described in 
paragraphs 126 and 127 below. 
 

123. In terms of independence, an investigative authority must be able to conduct an 
investigation without interference or influence by authorities other than those performing 
an investigative or judicial function, and without fear of reprisal or expectation of favour 
for any finding, recommendation, or decision made.  
 

124. In terms of impartiality, an investigative authority must not have a personal bias or a 
conflict of interest in relation to the case at hand.  
 

125. In light of the principles of independence and impartiality, the investigative authority must 
not have been implicated in the incident and must take themselves out of the 
proceedings where this is the case. The relevant legislation or military regulations should 
provide so. 
 

126. In some domestic systems, all investigations, including criminal ones, are within the 
purview of the commander. In some such cases, law, policy, or military regulations 
nevertheless define certain exceptions/caveats to the commander’s authority to conduct 
a criminal investigation. It is, for example, foreseen that crimes of a certain level of 
severity must be investigated by an authority up or outside the chain of command. It is 
likewise provided that particular categories of crimes (e.g., acts of sexual violence), must 
be investigated by an authority outside the chain of command (e.g., a military or civilian 
law enforcement agency) regardless of their severity.  
 

64 See para 111 above. Domestically, States use different standards for triggering a criminal 
investigation, for example “reasonable belief”, “reasonable suspicion”, “credible information”, “sufficient 
grounds for suspicion”. 
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127. In yet other domestic systems all criminal offences are outside the remit of the 
commander so as to ensure that criminal investigations are structurally and practically 
independent and impartial and are seen as such. In these systems, the investigation of 
possible criminal acts must always be passed on to a body outside the chain of 
command, such as a military or civilian law enforcement agency. 
 

128. It is submitted that States must have a law enforcement agency outside the chain of 
command (e.g., the military or civilian police), that conducts investigations into suspected 
war crimes committed by members of the armed forces in order for criminal 
investigations to be independent and impartial and be seen as such. The relevant 
agencies will also have the expertise necessary to investigate particularly serious or 
complex cases, including incidents in which the chain of command is suspected to have 
been involved. 
 

129. Structural guarantees contributing to the independence and impartiality of a military law 
enforcement agency65 will include the way in which its members are appointed, their 
tenure and rank, and the relevant reporting structure. Safeguards and checks against 
command influence should also be foreseen.  
 

130. Persons, agencies, or other bodies tasked with criminal investigations should be 
adequately trained, equipped, and funded. They should, inter alia, be able to collect and 
securely store evidence (with due attention paid to data protection and privacy concerns, 
and implementing chain of custody standards), have access to and be able to interview 
suspects, victims, and witnesses, be supplied with forensic equipment, and be skilled in 
investigative techniques. They should have the relevant operational expertise, as well as 
the necessary operational information related to the incident. Investigators should be 
familiar with the applicable legal framework or be able to rely on legal advisors. 
 

131. Special expertise related to specific vulnerabilities in armed conflict should be ensured, 
such as for cases of alleged sexual violence, torture, or incidents in which children may 
have been victims, witnesses, or suspects. 
 

132. Providing adequate interpretation for persons conducting an investigation is essential, 
and competent interpreters should be available whenever needed (see Guideline 8). 
 

133. Some States have different investigative arrangements in place depending on whether 
the military is acting in its own territory or abroad, for example as part of a multi-national 
coalition, or under UN or regional organisation auspices. Whether a criminal offence is 
committed in or outside a State’s territory may affect the capacity of an investigative 
authority (other than a commander) to act, or act promptly, where, for example, such 
authority is not deployed alongside the armed forces. It may also raise questions as to 
the appropriate jurisdiction to investigate. These and other similar issues that would arise 
in extraterritorial operations should be considered prior to an armed conflict or 
deployment to ensure that investigations can be adequately conducted, in order to 
preclude impunity and safeguard the rights of suspects, victims, and witnesses. 
 

134. As already noted above, a war crime may give rise to both individual criminal 
responsibility and to State responsibility. The investigative authority in criminal 
proceedings should, with the necessary legal advice, be able to pass information on to 
and/or be able to initiate action before an appropriate authority that could separately 
examine and address the possible State responsibility issues that may arise (see 

65 This paragraph deals with military law enforcement agencies given the focus of the Guidelines, but 
guarantees of independence and impartiality will of course equally apply to civilian law enforcement 
bodies. 
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Guideline 14). This should take place regardless of whether the criminal proceedings 
may have been discontinued. 

 

GUIDELINE 8: THOROUGHNESS 
 
Investigations must be thorough. All feasible steps must be taken to collect, analyse, 
preserve, and store evidence. Action that cannot be undertaken must be documented 
and justified. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

135. Thoroughness refers to the means of carrying out a criminal investigation in order to 
achieve the intended purpose of uncovering the facts. It relates, more specifically, to the 
practical and/or procedural steps that will be necessary to ensure that the facts can be 
adequately elucidated. These will include the collection, analysis, preservation, and 
storing of material and documentary evidence, identifying and interviewing victims and 
witnesses and members of the armed forces who may have been involved in the incident, 
and documenting and storing the respective testimonies. Conducting autopsies and 
undertaking other forensic examinations may also be necessary. Evidence may likewise 
need to be appropriately transported. 
 

136. In this context it should be recalled that criminal investigations will require the fulfilment 
of standards of evidence for a criminal trial, the exact modalities of which will be provided 
for in domestic law. While flexibility may be necessary, attention must be paid to ensure 
that the evidence collected will be admissible in possible criminal proceedings. Evidence 
gathered in a way that does not respect the rights of suspects, victims, and witnesses 
may be of limited use or even prove detrimental to such proceedings. 
 

137. Whether a criminal investigation may be deemed thorough will depend on whether all 
feasible steps were undertaken to establish the facts in the circumstances at hand. The 
degree of thoroughness expected in investigating an incident that, for example, took 
place at a checkpoint in a rear area, or in a detention facility, or after hostilities have 
subsided, will be different to that required from an investigation occurring in an active 
combat zone. 
 

138. Challenges related to the thoroughness of an investigation in armed conflict may include: 
accessing, preserving and transporting evidence; accessing victims and witnesses and 
carrying out interviews;66 cultural and human rights considerations (e.g., as regards 
autopsy, burial, exhumation); ongoing hostilities and the lack of safety of investigative 
personnel. The location and pace of military operations may also be relevant, for 
example where territorial control is lost over an area entailing lack of personnel on the 
ground. While these and other obstacles to the thoroughness of an investigation may 
arise, all circumstances should be taken into account when deciding on the feasibility of 
an action, and alternative action should be sought. 
  

139. Certain challenges should be anticipated and can be overcome by means of preparation, 
including by planning and training prior to armed conflict or deployment. Specific ways 
of adapting investigative steps to armed conflict conditions, where resources permit, 
include the use of technology, for example scanners for autopsies in cases of cultural 
concerns, the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to access dangerous scenes and 

66 It should be recalled that victims and witnesses may in a given situation also be accessed and 
interviewed outside the site of an incident, e.g., internally displaced persons or members of one’s own 
armed forces who have returned home. 
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collect video evidence, the use of video recording equipment during operations, and 
involving the local population/government in the investigative process when possible. 
Where there is no ground control it is still possible to use recorded operational planning 
to review the decision-making process, and available technology can be used to assess 
mission effects from the air. Technology and digital communication can also be used to 
overcome certain difficulties associated with distance and security problems, for example 
to enable the participation of victims or witnesses remotely. 
 

140. There may be a need to make prioritisation decisions at the investigative stage regarding 
which evidence can most feasibly be collected and which is likely to be most useful for a 
possible prosecution. The key purpose in such decisions should be to establish whether 
an incident included criminal behaviour so as to enable the effective repression of such 
behaviour. Allocation of resources to investigations should be made in an adequate and 
reasonable manner within the overall context.67 
 

141. Investigative steps should be documented. This should include what actions have been 
taken, what actions were attempted, and what actions were not able to be taken and 
why. Documentation serves, inter alia, to demonstrate the thoroughness of an 
investigation should queries and challenges later arise. 
 

142. The investigation of certain criminal acts has received detailed attention at the 
international level under both international humanitarian law and international human 
rights law. UN and independent human rights bodies or processes have developed best 
practice guidance for, inter alia, extra-legal, arbitrary and summary executions,68 
torture,69 deaths in custody,70 sexual violence,71 and enforced disappearances.72 Some 
of these documents have not been drawn up specifically for situations of armed conflict, 
but provide useful guidance on how to conduct thorough investigations in case of the 
respective violations. 

 

  

67 ICC: The Prosecutor v Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, Judgment on Appeals (8 June 2018), No. ICC-
01/05-01/08 A, paras 169-170; ICTY: Prosecutor v Boškoski and Tarčulovski, Trial Chamber Judgment 
(10 July 2008), IT-04-82-T, para 415; Prosecutor v Orić, Appeals Chamber (3 July 2008), IT-03-68-A, 
para 177; Prosecutor v Halilović, Appeals Chamber (16 October 2007), IT-01-48-A, para 63. 
68 UN OHCHR, Revision of the UN Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, 
Arbitrary and Summary Executions (“Minnesota Protocol”). 
69 UN OHCHR, Manual on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (“Istanbul Protocol”) (2004), HR/P/PT/8/Rev.1. 
70 ICRC, “Guidelines for Investigating Deaths in Custody” (2013). 
71 UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “International Protocol on the Documentation and 
Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict” (2nd ed, March 2017). 
72 International Commission of Jurists, “Enforced Disappearance and Extrajudicial Execution: 
Investigation and Sanction” (2015) – this is a practitioner’s guide rather than an investigation manual 
but contains some elements about the particularity of investigating offences of this type.  
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GUIDELINE 9: PROMPTNESS 
 
A criminal investigation must be opened promptly after an assessment determines that 
reasonable grounds exist to believe a war crime has been committed. The investigative 
process must be carried out without unreasonable delay. 

COMMENTARY: 
 
143. A criminal investigation must be promptly opened because the collection of evidence is 

often only possible very soon after an incident. The effects of the passage of time are 
well known: a crime scene will change, evidence may disappear, memories fade, 
witnesses can be threatened, suspects may collude. A lack of promptness in the 
launching of an investigation can thus affect the rights of suspects, victims, and 
witnesses. Sufficient planning, resources, personnel, and training are essential to ensure 
the promptness of any criminal investigation given the challenges that may be posed by 
battlefield conditions. As already mentioned, the on-scene commander may have a key 
role to play in securing certain types of information and evidence (see Guideline 2). 
 

144. Once an investigation has been initiated, the necessary subsequent action must be taken 
without unreasonable delay. The fulfilment of this standard is not to be equated with the 
speediness of the results, but means that there must be sustained investigative activity 
and proper justification for delay when that is not the case. (For example, the 
effectiveness of an investigation requires that sufficient care is taken in the investigative 
steps, and certain steps such as forensic testing, may require time.) Here too, 
consistently documenting investigative steps will be necessary in order to demonstrate 
that an investigation was carried out without undue delay should queries and challenges 
later arise. 
 

145. It should be recalled that there are no time limitations in respect of bringing the 
perpetrators of war crimes to justice under international law,73 which means that a 
criminal investigation may be opened long after the events at issue. Such an 
investigation is likely to face particular obstacles as regards the collection of information 
and evidence which, in turn, can affect the due process rights of suspects, as well as of 
victims and witnesses. The proper documentation of investigative steps is thus crucial. 
In cases where investigations and prosecutions are initiated in respect of war crimes that 
happened long ago, effectiveness may require that their mandate and scope be carefully 
determined. 

 

GUIDELINE 10: TRANSPARENCY 
 
A criminal investigation should be as transparent as possible taking into account the 
circumstances. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

146. Transparency may be described as the need for openness, communication and 
accountability in the investigative process. It should, however, be acknowledged that the 
international discussion about the transparency of criminal investigations in armed 
conflict is evolving.  

73 UN GA, Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity, adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession 26 November 1968, 
A/RES/2391; Council of Europe, European Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations 
to Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes, 25 January 1974, ETS No. 082; ICC Statute (above note 
7) Article 29; ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 160. 
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147. Two aspects of transparency in criminal investigations may generally be identified: 

providing information to victims and their next of kin regarding ongoing criminal 
investigative processes, and providing information on such processes to the general 
public for overall accountability purposes. The general public will include international 
and domestic organisations and bodies, civil society, the media, and others. 
 

148. The investigative authority should whenever possible, taking into account the 
circumstances, communicate with the victims of an incident and their next of kin, and 
or/lawyers where engaged. This can include: confirming receipt of an externally 
submitted allegation; communicating a decision to open an investigation or not, with 
acknowledgment in the former case that the investigation may take time for a specified 
reason; explaining whether an investigation is ongoing; informing about an 
investigation’s findings (including its factual and legal basis); explaining a decision to 
criminally prosecute or not. Communication should be prompt, as this can help mitigate 
concerns of inaction. Providing liaison officers to communicate with victims and their next 
of kin is good practice. 
 

149. It should be recalled that under international humanitarian law the parties to an armed 
conflict have specific obligations related to persons missing or dead due to the armed 
conflict, including to provide family members with any information on the fate and 
whereabouts of their relatives.74 
 

150. Information on what procedures are in place for carrying out criminal investigations 
should be available to the general public.75 Communicating the outcome of an 
investigation is good practice,76 as it will demonstrate that international humanitarian law 
is being applied and is seen to be applied. It can also help maintain or improve relations 
with the civilian population. 
 

151. Where third parties, such as international or domestic organisations and bodies, NGOs, 
civil society organisations, and others have made external allegations about an incident, 
it is likewise good practice for the military to provide for appropriate channels and modes 
of communication. Third parties should be able to access the channels for submitting 
allegations, know that their allegation has been received, and be informed about whether 
action is being taken, including, where feasible, the reasons for any decision in this 
regard.77  
 

152. Transparency in a criminal investigation is in practice limited by domestic law and/or 
policy for various reasons, including to guarantee the rights of suspects, victims, and 
witnesses, to safeguard other ongoing investigations, or for national security reasons. It 
should be noted that information classified in the investigative stage may be released in 
the trial stage. 
 

153. There is a risk of over-classification of information in armed conflict, including on national 
security grounds. Over-classification may hinder investigations if the competent 

74 API (above note 6) Articles 32 and 33; ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rules 116 and 
117 and commentary. 
75 There are a range of practical ways to facilitate transparency of information about criminal 
investigations. Communication can take place for example by means of websites, electronic reading 
rooms (with various levels of access if necessary), reading rooms for on-site only access to documents 
by members of the media. Any redaction of documents should not render them incomprehensible.  
76 The outcome of a trial must be publicly communicated (except in cases specified under international 
law). 
77 Possible language barriers should be taken into account so as to enable the accessibility of 
information. 
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investigative authorities are not able to access the information necessary to carry out an 
effective investigation,78 and may also come into conflict with the need for transparency 
related to criminal investigations as discussed above. It is good practice to have an 
appropriate process to enable review of classification decisions, including when 
challenges to classification are made in criminal proceedings. The review process should 
allow for independent assessment of the national security concerns so that scrutiny into 
violations of international humanitarian law is not precluded. 

 

GUIDELINE 11: FAIR TRIAL GUARANTEES 
 
The fair trial guarantees of a suspect must be respected in an investigation as in all 
other stages of criminal proceedings. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

154. The fair trial rights of a suspect must be respected in all stages of any criminal 
proceedings, from the moment an investigation commences until the rendering of a final 
judgment on appeal. The right to a fair trial is a fundamental guarantee of international 
humanitarian law,79 and is also protected under human rights law.80 Having in mind the 
abundance of international jurisprudence and other sources of information on its various 
elements, only a few salient reminders are made below. 
 

155. Some rights are applicable in the investigative stage of criminal proceedings, which is 
part of the pre-trial process.81 This includes safeguarding the way in which evidence 
(including victim and witness statements) is collected, and ensuring the requisite 
independence and impartiality in the choice and actions of an investigative authority as 
described above (see Guideline 7). The way in which these rights are elaborated will 
differ depending on the domestic legal system but, as already noted, a failure to 
safeguard may hinder or prevent an outcome in further stages of the criminal 
proceedings. 
 

156. Other fair trial rights applicable to the investigative stage guaranteed by international law 
non-exhaustively include the presumption of innocence, the right of a suspect to 
information about the nature and cause of the charge against them, the right to legal 

78 In this way classification of information can also impact the thoroughness of an investigation, for 
example if investigators are not able to access the information required to determine the facts of an 
incident, including who may have been involved. 
79 Fair trial rights are provided for in GCIII (above note 6) Articles 99, 102, 105 and 106 for prisoners of 
war, and GCIV (above note 6) Articles 5, 66 and 71 for civilians. A list of fair trial rights is set forth in API 
(above note 6) Article 75(4) for international armed conflict. Fair trial rights are guaranteed by common 
Article 3 to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 (above note 6) in non-international armed conflicts 
and a list is included in the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts [hereinafter “APII”] (8 June 
1977) 1125 UNTS 609, Article 6. See also ICCPR (above note 15) Article 14. 
80 Some human rights treaties permit derogation from fair trial guarantees under specific circumstances, 
but certain fundamental principles of fair trial rights must be respected at all times. See e.g., UN Human 
Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 32 Article 14, Right to Equality Before Courts and Tribunals 
and to a Fair Trial” (23 August 2007) CCPR/C/GC/32, para 6. 
81 UN OHCHR, Human Rights in the Administration of Justice: A Manual on Human Rights for Judges, 
Prosecutors and Lawyers, “Chapter 6: The Right to a Fair Trial: Part I – From Investigation to Trial” 
(2003). 
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counsel, to be tried without undue delay, the right to an interpreter where necessary, and 
the right not to be compelled to testify against oneself or to confess guilt.82 
 

157. Whether and how victims can participate in a criminal investigation will depend on 
domestic law (e.g., common and civil law systems tend to differ in this regard) and 
applicable international law. In some systems, victims or next of kin may be a party to 
criminal proceedings, in others they may participate as witnesses. The involvement of 
victims or their next of kin may be particularly delicate in armed conflict settings due to 
possibly difficult relations between a State and the civilian population, security concerns, 
and other factors. Technology and digital communication can, however, be relied on to 
overcome certain challenges associated with distance and security issues to enable the 
participation of victims or next of kin remotely, for example by video link. 

 
 
 

  

82 See e.g., API (above note 6), Article 75(4), and APII (above note 79) Article 6, which are widely 
considered to reflect customary law in international and non-international armed conflicts, respectively, 
and ICCPR (above note 15) Article 14. 
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III ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS 
 
158. For the purpose of these Guidelines, administrative investigations encompass all forms 

of investigations that are not criminal in nature. They are one way in which States can 
fulfil their obligation to suppress violations of international humanitarian law.83 This type 
of proceeding can be conducted prior to, in parallel with, or following a criminal 
investigation, in order to, for example, address issues linked to an incident that are not 
of a criminal, but of an operational, policy, or disciplinary character. The exact interplay 
will depend on the domestic legal system, but administrative investigations should never 
hinder criminal investigations. 
 

159. The two categories of administrative investigations broadly distinguished in this text are: 
 

1. Investigations into individual conduct in order to, inter alia, establish possible 
non-criminal responsibility arising from an incident, and whether State 
responsibility may have been engaged; 

 
2. Investigations aimed at identifying systemic issues that may have caused or 

contributed to an incident, and whether State responsibility may have been 
engaged. 

 
160. Guideline 12 deals with administrative investigations into the acts of individuals and the 

way in which these investigations should be carried out. 
 

161. Guideline 13 deals with administrative investigations into systemic issues, and how such 
issues can be detected and investigated. 
 

162. Administrative investigations must be “effective” insofar as they should be capable of 
enabling a determination of whether there was a non-criminal violation of international 
humanitarian law, of identifying the individual and systemic factors that caused or 
contributed to the incident, and of laying the ground for any remedial action that may be 
required. The principles of an “effective” investigation commonly associated with criminal 
investigations (independence, impartiality, thoroughness, promptness and transparency) 
are thus also relevant to administrative investigations. Their application will depend on 
the specific context, taking also into account that administrative investigations are often 
carried out by the commander and/or within the military itself. However, the severity of 
an incident should be an important criterion: the more serious it is, the greater the 
expectation that the application of the principles will resemble that of a criminal 
investigation.  

 

GUIDELINE 12: ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS INTO ACTS OF 
INDIVIDUALS 
 
An administrative investigation should be carried out if the circumstances of an incident 
suggest that an individual may have committed – through act or omission – a non-
criminal violation of international humanitarian law.  

COMMENTARY: 
 

163. An administrative investigation should be carried out if the circumstances of an incident 
suggest that a non-criminal violation of international humanitarian law has been 
committed through the act or omission of an individual. This type of investigation should, 

83 See paras 13-16 above. 
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for example, occur if there is doubt about what happened in the course of a military 
operation (did a commander fail to provide adequate warning?), the reasons for the 
extent of damage to civilian objects caused (did an individual forget to communicate a 
“no-strike” list?), whether or not military regulations were respected (why did a member 
of a guard force turn away relatives coming to visit a detainee in a detention facility?), or 
whether an incident was due to military personnel action (were riots in a detention centre 
caused by guard force behaviour?). 

 
164. Jurisdiction over violations of international humanitarian law other than war crimes is 

usually the exclusive purview of military bodies, and corrective action over a member of 
the military is generally vested in their commander.84  
 

165. A commander or other authority responsible for an administrative investigation should 
be able to sanction those liable, i.e. must be superior in rank and be able to take other 
measures that may be necessary to suppress a violation. They should be in a position 
to make an informed and objective decision on whether individual responsibility exists 
and have access to legal advisors for this purpose if necessary (see Guideline 16). 
 

166. The format of administrative investigations is determined by each State and its military 
and may also be within the discretion of the commander. It can be fairly informal and 
entail what are in some domestic systems called “commander investigations”, “summary 
investigations”, or “disciplinary investigations”, or be more formal and comprise “boards 
of inquiry”, “commissions of inquiry”, or “service inquiries”, carried out at a higher level. 
Administrative investigations can involve interviewing members of a military unit, 
designating an individual to gather the facts (inter alia the recorded information) 
surrounding an incident, or require the involvement of a professional investigative team 
in the case of more serious incidents.  
 

167. As already mentioned, if reasonable grounds to believe that a war crime has been 
committed arise in the course of an administrative investigation, the case must be 
referred to the competent authority for criminal investigation. 
 

168. Administrative investigations can also be used to establish facts (including the 
consequences of mistakes) that would not lead to any individual responsibility as such, 
but should be examined in order to avoid repetition of the conduct in question (e.g., why 
was there a disruption of delivery of sufficient blankets to a detention facility?). This type 
of administrative investigation is particularly employed in some domestic systems when 
it is deemed more important to preclude the reoccurrence of a practice or behaviour than 
to possibly identify and take appropriate action against those involved. 
 

169. The degree of independence and impartiality85 of an investigative authority should as a 
general rule correspond to the gravity of the incident being assessed. Where serious 
incidents are at issue – including, for example, the death or serious injury of a civilian or 
civilian property damage – which nonetheless do not raise reasonable grounds to believe 
that a war crime has been committed, the investigative authority should be up or outside 
the chain of command to ensure the necessary independence and impartiality and a 
perception thereof. 
 

170. The investigative authority should not have been implicated in the incident. The 
commander of a unit involved in an incident may in some systems nevertheless be 
tasked (e.g., by the assessment authority or an investigative authority higher up) to 

84 Pictet Commentary to GCIV (above note 21) Article 146, p. 594; ICRC Commentary to API (above 
note 46) Article 87, paras 3560-3563.  
85 See paras 123-125 above.
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undertake certain investigative steps, such as collecting more information or evidence 
on an incident and reporting back on their findings. In such a case, the commander 
should not be tasked with the legal assessment of the facts, i.e. determining whether 
there was a violation of international humanitarian law. 
 

171. Adequate resources should be provided to the authority responsible for an administrative 
investigation. This includes training prior to armed conflict or deployment, as well as such 
support as may be needed for investigations in ongoing operations (e.g., access to the 
site if necessary, to victims, and witnesses, or alleged perpetrators). The investigative 
authority should possess sufficient operational knowledge to understand the context.  
 

172. Action taken in administrative investigations should be prompt. In some circumstances 
there may be a need to prioritise which incidents to deal with first. Relevant 
considerations will include the seriousness of the incident, the urgent need to ensure the 
cessation of a violation, to take immediate disciplinary action, to take remedial action for 
those affected by an incident, and to implement changes so as to avoid the repetition of 
similar acts or omissions. 

 
173. Actions that could not be taken by the investigative authority due to lack of resources, 

security, or other reasons linked to military operations should be justified and recorded. 
This will enable the military to assess whether an incident has been adequately dealt 
with. It may also prove crucial if internal reports or external allegations later arise 
concerning an incident, or criminal proceedings are subsequently triggered. 
 

174. Information about the structure and methodology of administrative investigations, for 
example on the military’s disciplinary policy or on the way in which administrative 
investigations are generally conducted, should be publicly available. It is good practice 
to make information publicly available about the content and course of specific 
administrative investigations as well: of the steps that were taken, of the decisions made, 

and of the remedial action initiated, as a way of demonstrating compliance with 
international humanitarian law. Particular regard should be paid to the interests of victims 
and next of kin who may have submitted allegations on an incident. 
 

175. It should be expected that administrative investigations related to individual acts will 
generate questions related to State responsibility when an incident was of a serious 
nature. The competent authority should, with the necessary legal advice, be able to pass 
information on to and/or be to able initiate action before an appropriate authority that 
could separately examine and address the possible State responsibility issues that may 
arise (see Guideline 14).86 This should take place in addition to whatever corrective 
measures may be taken with respect to an individual. 
 

  

86 Follow-up could include providing a declaration as to the finding of a violation, and financial 
compensation if persons or property were harmed as a result of the violation. 
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GUIDELINE 13: ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS INTO SYSTEMIC 
ISSUES  
 
An administrative investigation into systemic issues should be carried out if the 
circumstances of an incident suggest that underlying causes are likely to have led to 
an incident or could lead to further incidents.  

COMMENTARY: 
 

176. A systemic problem can arise at many different levels and in different contexts. Examples 
of systemic issues that could cause or contribute to an incident include inadequate 
training within a unit,87 the application of inappropriate rules of engagement in a military 
operation,88 or an inherent weapon malfunction across the whole military.89 An 
investigation into a systemic issue may be undertaken as part of an already ongoing 
administrative investigation of an individual for an incident or be stand-alone. 
 

177. Identifying and addressing systemic issues is important to ensure compliance with 
international humanitarian law, but will also help improve operational effectiveness and 
mission success. An administrative investigation into systemic issues can likewise help 
determine whether a certain policy may be the cause of systemic issues (see Guideline 
15). 
 

178. A systemic issue will often be detected through a pattern of problems. It is more likely to 
be detected if investigators are instructed to seek to understand whether a certain type 
of incident has occurred before and to compare it with other recent investigations of a 
similar nature. In more complex cases it may be necessary to collect data from different 
operations and have the capacity to undertake cross-cutting analysis of information in 
order to detect the interrelatedness of problems (e.g., by means of review of relevant 
operational records, incident reports, disciplinary proceedings, or investigative results).  
 

179. Systemic issues can also be detected following a single incident where there is reason 
to believe that the cause of the incident is likely to lead to further incidents. In some 
situations, systemic issues may even be detected before any incidents arise: they can 
be identified through simple operational observation and due diligence (e.g., noticing that 
accommodation provided to detainees is inadequate for the climate).  
 

180. The competent authority will depend on the nature of the problem and the necessary 
skills may differ from those required for other types of investigations, for example, 
criminal. The competent authority can range from a ground commander all the way up 
to a Ministry of Defence lessons-learned unit, assisted by the necessary technical 
experts.  
 

181. The degree of independence and impartiality90 of an investigative authority should as a 
general rule correspond to the gravity of the systemic issue(s) being examined. Systemic 
problems related to the application or interpretation of the law, policy, or military 
regulations that may be causing or contributing to incidents would require review by a 
high-level authority – not involved in setting the law, policy, or military regulations – with 

87 E.g., The guard force in a place of detention denies detainees the right to practice their religion due 
to lack of adequate training on the treatment of detainees. 
88 E.g., Inadequate rules of engagement for soldiers at checkpoints leading to civilian injuries. 
89 E.g., The malfunction is the result of inadequate quality of weapons due to corruption in the 
procurement system. 
90 See paras 123-125 above.
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a mandate to initiate changes in the way they are applied or interpreted (see Guideline 
15). 
 

182. In this context it should be mentioned that regular monitoring for possible systemic 
problems – as distinct from administrative investigations – should in practice be 
undertaken. Monitoring should be a part of the everyday command function. It can also 
be assigned to lessons-learned bodies, weapons or material management agencies, 
appropriate inspection bodies, and others. Setting up a dedicated body to track, review 
reports about, and take action in case of systemic problems would be good practice. In 
reality it may be difficult for a State to abide by its obligations in relation to systemic 
violations without a monitoring system. 
 

183. Thorough recording of military operations, as well as its adequate storage and archiving 
will be essential for the purpose of detecting systemic problems (Guideline 1). Reports 
of incidents and assessments should be copied to a dedicated review body, where it 
exists, in parallel to the normal reporting procedure. The effective and efficient storage 
and archiving (manual or electronic) of any prior investigation into an incident will likewise 
be key to identifying systemic issues.  
 

184. Adequate resources need to be provided to those carrying out administrative 
investigations into systemic issues. The expectation to detect and investigate systemic 
problems should be held to what is feasible. Actions that could not be taken due to lack 
of resources, security, or other constraints linked to battlefield conditions should be 
justified and recorded. This will enable the military to assess whether a systemic issue 
has been adequately identified and dealt with, including where internal reports or external 
allegations arise related to an incident. 
 

185. Action taken in administrative investigations into systemic issues should be prompt, 
having in mind the need to prevent possible violations of international humanitarian law 
or the reoccurrence of those that may have been committed. 
 

186. Investigations into systemic issues should be able to identify whether State responsibility 
may be engaged. A systemic issue may have caused a violation, or multiple violations 
of international humanitarian law, with no intent by any person or body to do so. The 
competent authority should, with the necessary legal advice, be able to pass information 
on to and/or be able to initiate action before an appropriate authority that could separately 
examine and address the possible State responsibility issues that may arise (see 
Guideline 14).91 This should take place in addition to whatever corrective measures may 
be taken with respect to the systemic issue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

91 Follow-up could include financial payments to the victims or their next of kin, publishing the outcome 
of the investigation, issuing an apology, guaranteeing non-repetition. 
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IV GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

GUIDELINE 14: ESTABLISHING STATE RESPONSIBILITY  
 
The responsibility of the State for a violation of international humanitarian law should 
be established separately from the responsibility of an individual. 
 
 

COMMENTARY 
 

187. War crimes and other violations of international humanitarian law may give rise to the 
responsibility of the relevant State,92 in addition to individual responsibility. Furthermore, 
the consequences of violations of international humanitarian law are usually such that 
action beyond criminal or administrative proceedings may need to be instituted to, in 
particular, bring about the cessation of certain violations, ensure their non-repetition, and 
provide victims with remedies.  
 

188. It is well-established that a party to an international armed conflict that violates 
international humanitarian law is liable to pay compensation (a form of reparation) if the 
case demands. This obligation has been implemented through various agreements 
among States, usually adopted as part of post-conflict settlements. While nothing in the 
relevant provisions suggests that individual victims cannot also be the direct beneficiaries 
of reparations for violations of international humanitarian law by a State in this type of 
armed conflict, the practice has been uneven. In non-international armed conflicts victims 
will usually have access to domestic courts to seek reparations for violations of IHL.93 
 

189. Domestically, a State’s responsibility may take the form of civil liability for harm 
committed to individuals or entities by the armed forces. The extent to which, and the 
specific ways in which, the civil liability of a State may be established in domestic 
proceedings (judicial or other), and the remedies available, will vary according to the 
domestic legal system. 
 

190. As mentioned earlier, it may also be necessary to consider matters of State responsibility 
in relation to individuals or other entities harmed by a violation of another branch of 
international law which explicitly provides that they are the direct holders of rights, e.g., 
individuals under international human rights law. 
 

191. Establishing matters of State responsibility can either be part of the investigative process 
(whether criminal or administrative) or carried out in parallel or subsequent to the 
respective investigations by a separate authority, based, for example, in the State’s 
Ministry of Defence. Alternatively or additionally, this authority should also be able to 
examine and make findings related to possible State responsibility on its own motion.  
 

192. In order to cease or prevent the repetition of violations, it may, for example, be necessary 
to carry out organisational changes within the military reporting system, amend the law, 
repeal certain military regulations, or address the behavioural or cultural roots that may 

92 See notes 19 and 20 above. 
93 Hague Convention (IV) Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and Its Annex: Regulations 
Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land (1907) Article 3; API (above note 6) Article 91; ICRC 
Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rules 149 and 150 and commentary. 
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have caused the violation in the first place, for example through modifications in teaching 
or training.94 
 

193. Similarly, respect for the right of victims to an effective remedy may require the 
introduction of appropriate mechanisms or processes by the State. These can include 
official verification of the facts, public disclosure of the truth, an accurate accounting of 
the violations, the search for the disappeared and the bodies of those killed,95 
compensation (including by establishing compensation funds), and other.96 

 

GUIDELINE 15: POLICY-RELATED VIOLATIONS 
 
Oversight bodies or mechanisms should be provided for and authorised by domestic 
law to take action in case of policy-related violations of international humanitarian law. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

194. Policy-related violations of international humanitarian law can be the result of: 1) an 
explicit or implicit policy to violate international humanitarian law (e.g., related to targeting 
practices or the treatment of detainees) or 2) wilful disregard for ongoing reports, 
allegations and/or information that international humanitarian law is being violated (e.g., 
failure to investigate allegations related to sexual abuse). Policy-related violations can 
occur at different levels, but are more likely to emanate from the highest levels of the 
military or of the executive branch. A policy to commit or tolerate violations can result in 
multiple and/or severe incidents, involving war crimes. 
 

195. As a type of systemic issue, policy-related violations should generate internal reports or 
external allegations. They should also be detected through appropriate investigative 
procedures and their results, and the general monitoring of military operations (see 
Guideline 13 above). 
 

196. A properly constituted and functioning domestic investigative system should be capable 
of effectively investigating policy-related issues. However, where a policy is set at higher 
levels in the military, or depending on the type of violations involved (e.g., against a 
particular ethnic group), the regular investigative system may be unable or unwilling to 
act. It would thus be good practice for a State to, in advance, have in place appropriate 
oversight bodies or mechanisms mandated to react. 
 

197. The oversight bodies or mechanisms can be located within the military (e.g., a specific 
military inspection body with appropriate powers) and/or be outside the military (e.g., 
judicial or parliamentary bodies, commissions of inquiry, or ombudspersons having the 
requisite oversight authority). Such bodies should have the authority to make binding 
decisions on how the matter should proceed, including referral of appropriate cases to 
criminal or other proceedings, and be able to recommend reforms of the investigative or 

94 See e.g., measures ordered by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights regarding non-repetition of 
human rights violations: Paniagua-Morales et al v Guatemala, Reparations and Costs (25 May 2001), 
Ser. C No. 76, para 203; Juan Humberto Sánchez v Honduras, Preliminary Objections, Merits, 
Reparations and Costs (7 June 2003), Ser C. No 99, para 189; Vélez Loor v Panama Judgment (23 
November 2010), Ser. C No 218, paras 271-272. 
95 See para 149 above. 
96 See Basic Principles on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation (above note 18) paras 15-23. 
According to these Principles, full and effective reparation to victims of serious violations of international 
humanitarian law includes the following forms: restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and 
guarantees of non-repetition. The adequate content of these forms of reparation are elaborated within 
the Principles.
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judicial system as may be necessary. The mandate and procedures of the relevant 
oversight bodies or mechanisms should be provided for in domestic legislation. 
 

198. It should be noted that policy-related violations may give rise to the scrutiny or 
involvement of international mechanisms and bodies, including of a judicial nature. This 
will especially be the case where there is a failure to conduct effective investigations into 
violations of international humanitarian law at the domestic level. 

 

GUIDELINE 16: LEGAL ADVISORS 
 
Armed forces are expected to have legal advisors available to assist commanders 
and/or investigative authorities whenever required or necessary. 

COMMENTARY: 
 

199. In international armed conflict, legal advisors must be available when necessary to 
advise military commanders at the appropriate level on the application of international 
humanitarian law and on the appropriate instruction to be given to armed forces on this 
subject. This is a requirement of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions97 
to which 174 States are party, but is also widely observed by States that are not party to 
the Protocol. In State practice legal advisors can be military or civilian. 
 

200. As demonstrated in these Guidelines, legal advisors can be called on to perform a range 
of other roles in the implementation of international humanitarian law in international 
armed conflict. In addition to support to military operations and training, legal advice will 
be required or necessary in criminal or administrative investigations, and legal advisors 
may provide legal counsel in prosecutions, assess for issues of State responsibility, and 
have other tasks. 
 

201. The military is expected to have legal advisors to carry out the same functions in non-
international armed conflict.98 Compliance with international humanitarian law governing 
this type of conflict is likewise an international legal obligation.99 The armed forces must 
respect the relevant norms and, inter alia, undertake investigations to suppress violations 
of international humanitarian law, or repress war crimes. In fact, the applicable legal 
framework may be more complex than in international armed conflict. Many militaries 
now have legal advisors available in any type of armed conflict in which they may be 
involved, as well as in peacetime. 
 

202. The appropriateness of the involvement of a legal advisor in a specific investigation will 
depend on the context and the role of the legal advice in the incident under investigation. 
The institutional separation of legal roles in a military legal advisory service – the 
provision of legal advice to operations versus advising in investigations – would help 
avoid conflicts of interest and promote a perception of independence. This may not be 

97 API (above note 6) Article 82. See also ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 141, and 
commentary: “This rule is contained in many military manuals. It is also supported by official statements 
and reported practice. Practice indicates that many States which are not party to Additional Protocol I 
have legal advisers available to their armed forces (...) No official contrary practice was found.”  
98 See ICRC Customary Law Study (above note 6) Rule 141, and commentary: “State practice 
establishes this rule as a norm of customary international law for State armed forces. The practice 
collected does not indicate that any distinction is made between advice on international humanitarian 
law applicable in international armed conflicts and that applicable in non-international armed conflicts.” 
99 Article 1 Common to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 (above note 6); ICRC Customary Law 
Study (above note 6) Rule 141 with related State practice. See further ICRC Advisory Service on 
International Humanitarian Law, “Legal Advisors in Armed Forces” (2003).
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feasible for smaller armed forces with fewer legal advisors but, at a minimum, a legal 
advisor’s impartiality must be ensured. They must be excluded from an investigation if 
the investigation is examining behaviour or a course of action that was based on their 
legal advice (see Guideline 7). 
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METHODOLOGY 
 

 
This document is the outcome of a project on Investigations in Armed Conflict, initiated in 2014 
by the Geneva Academy and joined in 2017 by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). The Guidelines are the result of research undertaken, as well as consultations 
organised with a range of experts. 
 
Sources used for the research include governmental legal and policy documents where 
available in the public domain, military manuals and regulations where available in the public 
domain, international treaty and customary law, the case law of international and domestic 
courts, academic literature (books, journals, and articles), international organisation 
publications, and NGO reports (see Sources below).  
 
Expert exchanges took place at five expert meetings held over the course of five years,100 and 
further experts were consulted bilaterally. Experts included senior government lawyers, military 
lawyers, academics, staff of international organisations, and civil society organisations – from 
Africa, Asia, North and South America, Europe, and the Middle East. All experts participated 
in a personal capacity and are listed at the end of this document.  

 
 

  

100 The expert meetings were held on 14-15 July 2014 (Geneva, Switzerland); 7-8 September 2015 
(Geneva, Switzerland); 23-24 March 2017 (The Hague, Netherlands); 12-13 April 2018 (Paris, France); 
and 1-2 April 2019 (Geneva, Switzerland).  



44 

SOURCES 
 

BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Arai-Takahashi, Yutaka, “Excessive collateral civilian casualties and military necessity" in 
Chinkin, Christine & Baetens, Freya (eds.), Sovereignty, Statehood and State Responsibility: 
Essays in Honour of James Crawford, Cambridge University Press (2015) 

Bergsmo, Morten & SONG Tianying (eds.), Military Self-Interest in Accountability for Core 
International Crimes (2nd ed), Torkel Opsahl Academic EPublisher (2018) 

Bianchi, Andrea & Peters, Anne (eds.), Transparency in International Law, Cambridge 
University Press (2013) 

Bonafè, Beatrice I., The Relationship between State and Individual Responsibility for 
International Crimes, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (2009) 

Cassese, Antonio, The Oxford Companion to International Criminal Justice, Oxford University 
Press (2009) 

Cassese, Antonio, Gaeta, Paola & Jones, John R.W.D, The Rome Statute of the ICC: A 
Commentary, Oxford University Press (2002) 

Cox, Margaret (ed.), The Scientific Investigation of Mass Graves: Towards Protocols and 
Standard Operating Procedures, Cambridge University Press (2008) 

Crawford, James, Pellet, Alain & Olleson, Simon, The Law of International Responsibility, 
Oxford University Press (2010) 

Dinstein, Yoram, The Conduct of Hostilities under the Law of International Armed Conflict (3rd 
ed), Cambridge University Press (2016) 

Duxbury, Alison & Groves, Matthew, Military Justice in the Modern Age, Cambridge University 
Press (2016) 

El-Zeidy, Mohamed M., The Principle of Complementarity in International Criminal Law, 
Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (2008) 

Fleck, Dieter, The Handbook of International Humanitarian Law (2nd ed), Oxford University 
Press (2008) 

Greenspan, Morris, The Modern Law of Land Warfare, University of California Press (1959) 

Haldemann, Frank & Unger, Thomas, The United Nations Principles to Combat Impunity: A 
Commentary, Oxford University Press (2018) 

Hodgson, Jacqueline, French Criminal Justice: A Comparative Account of the Investigation 
and Prosecution of Crime in France, Hart Publishing (2005) 

Kalshoven, Frits & Sandoz, Yves (eds.), Implementation of International Humanitarian Law / 
Mise en œuvre du Droit International Humanitaire, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (1989) 

Kemp, Susan, "The criminal investigation and its relationship to jurisdiction, extradition, co-
operation and criminal policy", in Almqvist, Jessica & Esposito, Carlos (eds.) The Role of 
Courts in Transitional Justice, Routledge (2010) 

Lattimer, Mark, The Grey Zone: Civilian Protection Between Human Rights and the Laws of 
War, Hart (2018) 

Leach, Philip, Sandoval, Clara & Murray, Rachel, “The duty to investigate right to life violations 
across three regional systems: harmonisation or fragmentation of international human rights 



45 

law?” in Buckley, Carla; Leach, Philip & Donald, Alice, Towards Convergence in International 
Human Rights Law: Approaches of Regional and International Systems, Brill/Nijhoff (2017) 

Lee, Thomas H. C (ed.), The International Criminal Court: The Making of the Rome Statute, 
Issues, Negotiations, Results, Brill (1999) 

Lewis, Larry & Vavrichek, Diane M., Rethinking the Drone War: National Security, Legitimacy, 
and Civilian Casualties in U.S. Counterterrorism Operations, CNA and Marine Corps Uni Press 
(2016) 

Liivoja, Rain, Criminal Jurisdiction over Armed Forces Abroad, Cambridge University Press 
(2017) 

Liivoja, Rain & McCormack, Tim, Routledge Handbook of the Law of Armed Conflict, Routledge 
(2016) 

Lovell, David W. (ed.), Investigating Operational Incidents in a Military Context, Brill/Nijhoff 
(2015) 

Margalit, Alon, Investigating Civilian Casualties in Time of Armed Conflict and Belligerent 
Occupation, Brill/Nijhoff (2018) 

Mettraux, Guénaël, The Law of Command Responsibility, Oxford University Press (2009) 

Murray, Daragh, Human Rights Obligations of Non-State Armed Groups, Bloomsbury (2016)  

Murray, Daragh, et al (eds.), Practitioners’ Guide to Human Rights in Armed Conflict, Oxford 
University Press (2016) 

Nolte, Georg, European Military Law Systems, De Gruyter Recht (2003) 

Pasqualucci, Jo M., The Practice and Procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
(2nd ed), Cambridge University Press (2013) 

Petrovic, Jadranka, Accountability for Violations of IHL: Essays in Honour of Tim McCormack, 
Routledge (2016) 

Rogers, A. P.V., Law on the Battlefield (3rd ed), Cambridge University Press (2012) 

Roht-Arriaza, Naomi, Impunity and Human Rights in International Law and Practice, Oxford 
University Press (1995) 

Rowe, Peter, The Impact of Human Rights Law on Armed Forces, Cambridge University Press 
(2006) 

Schmitt, Michael N., Essays on Law and War at the Fault Lines, Springer (2011) 

Shelton, Dinah, Remedies in International Human Rights Law (3rd ed), Oxford University Press 
(2015) 

Steiner, Christian & Uribe, Patricia (eds.), Convención Americana sobre Derechos Humanos: 
Comentario, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (2014) 

Swinarski, Christophe, Études et essais sur le droit international humanitaire et sur les 
principes de la Croix-Rouge en l'honneur de Jean Pictet, ICRC (1984) 

 

ARTICLES 
 
Bachmann, Sascha-Dominik, & Nwibo, Eda L., “Pull and Push – Implementing the 
Complementarity Principle of the Rome Statute of the ICC Within the African Union: 
Opportunities and Challenges”, 43 Brooklyn Journal of International Law 457 (2018) 

Blank, Laurie R., “Investigations into Military Operations: What Impact on Transitional 
Justice?”, 47 Israel Law Review 1 (2014) 



46 

Boutruche, Theo, “Credible Fact-Finding and Allegations of International Humanitarian Law: 
Challenges in Theory and Practice”, 16 Journal of Conflict and Security Law 105 (2011) 

Cassese, Antonio, “On the Current Trend Towards Criminal Prosecution of Breaches of 
International Humanitarian Law”, 9 European Journal of International Law 1 (1998) 

Chevalier-Watts, Juliet, “Effective Investigations under Article 2 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights: Securing the Right to Life or an Onerous Burden on a State?”, 21 European 
Journal of International Law 3 (2010) 

Cohen, Amichai & Shany, Yuval, “Beyond the Grave Breaches Regime: The Duty to 
Investigate Alleged Violations of International Law Governing Armed Conflicts”, 14 Yearbook 
of International Humanitarian Law 37 (2011) 

Cusack, Colin, “We've Talked the Talk, Time to Walk the Walk: Meeting International Human 
Rights Law Standards for US Military Investigations”, 217 Military Law Review (2013) 

Da Silva Leandro, Francisco, “Turning a Blind Eye to Impunity in Armed Conflicts”, Instituto de 
Defensa Nacional Brief (2012) 

Debuf, Els, “Evaluating Mechanisms for Investigating Attacks on Healthcare”, International 
Peace Institute (2017) 

Dörmann, Knut & Serralvo, Jose, “Common Article 1 to the Geneva Conventions and the 
Obligation to Prevent International Humanitarian Law Violations”, 96 International Review of 
the Red Cross 895 (2014)  

Doswald-Beck, Louise, “The Right to Life in Armed Conflict: Does International Humanitarian 
Law Provide All the Answers?”, 88 International Review of the Red Cross 864 (2006) 

Drabik, Michal, “A Duty to Investigate Incidents Involving Collateral Damage and the United 
States Military’s Practice”, 22 Minnesota Journal of International Law 15 (2013) 

Droege, Cordula, “The Interplay Between International Humanitarian Law and International 
Human Rights Law in Situations of Armed Conflict”, 40 Israel Law Review 2 (2005) 

Durhin, Nathalie, “Protecting Civilians in Urban Areas: A Military Perspective on the Application 
of IHL”, 91 International Review of the Red Cross 901 (2016) 

Fenrick, William J., “Attacking the Enemy Civilian as A Punishable Offense”, 7 Duke Journal 
of Comparative and International Law (1997) 

Fidell, Eugene R., “A World-Wide Perspective on Change in Military Justice”, 48 The Air Force 
Law Review 195 (2000) 

Gaggioli, Gloria, “A Legal Approach to Investigations of Arbitrary Deprivations of Life in Armed 
Conflicts: The Need for a Dynamic Understanding of the Interplay between IHL and HRL”, QIL 
36 (2017) 

Garraway, Charles, “Training: The Whys and Wherefores”, 69 Social Research 4 (2012)  

Gaudreau, Julie, “The Reservations to the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions for 
the Protection of War Victims”, 85 International Review of the Red Cross 849 (2003)  

Gibson, Michael R., “International Human Rights Law and the Administration of Justice 
Through Military Tribunals: Preserving Utility While Precluding Impunity,” 4 Journal of 
International Law and International Relations 1 (2008) 

Gillard, Emanuela-Chiara, “Reparation for Violations of International Humanitarian Law”, 85 
International Review of the Red Cross 851 (2003) 

Grignon, Julia, “The Beginning of Application of International Humanitarian Law: A Discussion 
of a Few Challenges”, 96 International Review of the Red Cross 893 (2014) 



47 

Hampson, Francoise J., “An Investigation of Alleged Violations of The Law of Armed Conflict”, 
46 Israel Yearbook on Human Rights (2016) 

Heintschel von Heinegg, Wolff & Dreist, Peter, “The 2009 Kunduz Air Attack: The Decision of 
the Federal Prosecutor-General on the Dismissal of Criminal Proceedings Against Members 
of the German Armed Forces”, 53 German Yearbook of International Law (2010) 

Heng, Benjamin, Liivoja, Rain, Ng, Daniel & Oswald, Bruce, “Military Justice in a Comparative 
and International Perspective”, 20 Journal of International Peacekeeping (2016) 

Ingadottir, Thordis, “The ICJ Armed Activity Case: Reflections on States’ Obligation to 
Investigate and Prosecute Individuals for Serious Human Rights Violations and Grave 
Breaches of the Geneva Conventions”, 78 Nordic Journal of International Law 4 (2009) 

International Law Association Study Group, “Final Report ILA Study Group on the Conduct of 
Hostilities”, 19 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law (2016) 

Jachec-Neale, Agnieszka, “Human Rights Fact-Finding into Armed Conflict and Breaches of 
the Laws of War”, 105 American Society of International Law (Proceedings of the Annual 
Meeting (ASIL) (2011) 

Jackson, Dick, “Reporting and Investigation of Possible, Suspected or Alleged Violations of 
the Law of War”, The Army Lawyer, DA PAM 25-50-445 (June 2010) 

Kalshoven, Fritz, “The International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission: A Sleeping 
Beauty?” Humanitäres Völkerrecht – Informationsschriften (2002) 

Kalshoven, Fritz, “State Responsibility for Warlike Acts of the Armed Forces: From Article 3 of 
Hague Convention IV of 1907 to Article 91 of Additional Protocol I of 1977 and Beyond”, 40 
International and Comparative Law Quarterly 4 (1991) 

Krebs, Shiri, “The Legalization of Truth in International Fact-Finding”, 18 Chicago Journal of 
International Law (2017) 

Kreß, Claus, “Reflections on the Iudicare Limb of the Grave Breaches Regime”, 7 Journal of 
International Criminal Justice 4 (2009) 

Lesh, Michelle, “A Critical Discussion of the Second Turkel Report and How It Engages with 
the Duty to Investigate Under International Humanitarian Law”, Yearbook of International 
Humanitarian Law (2013) 

Lieblich, Eliav, “Show Us the Films: Transparency, National Security and Disclosure of 
Information Collected by Advanced Weapon Systems under International Law”, 45 Israel Law 
Review 3 (2012) 

Liivoja, Rain, “Service Jurisdiction under International Law”, 11 Melbourne Journal of 
International Law 309 (2010) 

Margalit, Alon, “The Duty to Investigate Civilian Casualties During Armed Conflict and Its 
Implementation in Practice”, 15 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law 7 (2012) 

Medlong, Jesse, “All Other Breaches: State Practice and the Geneva Conventions’ Nebulous 
Class of Less Discussed Prohibitions”, 34 Michigan Journal of International Law (2013)  

Mowbray, Alistair, “Duties of Investigation under the European Convention on Human Rights”, 
51 The International and Comparative Law Quarterly 2 (2002) 

Naluwairo, Ronald, “Military Courts and Human Rights: A Critical Analysis of the Compliance 
of Uganda’s Military Justice with the Right to an Independent and Impartial tribunal”, 12 African 
Human Rights Law Journal (2012) 

Navqi, Yasmin, “The Right to Truth in International Law: Fact or Fiction?”, 88 International 
Review of the Red Cross 862 (2006) 



48 

Nollkaemper, Andre, “Concurrence Between Individual Responsibility and State Responsibility 
in International Law”, 52 International and Comparative Law Quarterly (2003) 

Quénivet, Noëlle, “The Obligation to Investigate After a Potential Breach of Article 2 ECHR in 
an Extra-Territorial Context: Mission Impossible for the Armed Forces?”, 37 Netherlands 
Quarterly of Human Rights 2 (2019) 

Rashkow, Bruce, “Above the Law? Innovating Legal Responses to Build a More Accountable 
UN: Where is the UN Now?”, 23 ILSA Journal of International & Comparative Law (2017) 

Roht-Arriaza, Naomi, “State Responsibility to Investigate and Prosecute Grave Human Rights 
Violations”, 78 California Law Review (1990) 

Rosenne, Shabtai, “State Responsibility and International Crimes: Further Reflections on 
Article 19 of the Draft Articles on State Responsibility”, 30 NYU Journal of International Law 
and Politics 145 (1997) 

Sassòli, Marco, “Le génocide rwandais, la justice militaire Suisse et le droit international”, 2 
Schweizerische Zeitschrift für internationales und europäisches Recht (2002) 

Sassòli, Marco, “State Responsibility for Violations of International Humanitarian Law”, 84 
International Review of the Red Cross 846 (2002)  

Sassòli, Marco, “The Implementation of International Humanitarian Law: Current and Inherent 
Challenges” 10 Yearbook of International Humanitarian Law (2007)  

Schabas, William A., “State Policy as an Element of International Crimes”, 98 The Journal of 
Criminal Law and Criminology 3 (2008) 

Schmid, Evelyne, “A Few Comments on a Comment: The UN Human Rights Committee’s 
General Comment No. 32 on Article 14 ICCPR and the Question of Civilians Tried by Military 
Courts”, 14 The International Journal of Human Rights 7 (2010) 

Schmitt, Michael N., “Investigating Violations of International Law in Armed Conflict”, 2 Harvard 
National Security Journal 31 (2011) 

Sepinwall, Amy J., “Failures to Punish: Command Responsibility in Domestic and International 
Law”, 30 Michigan Journal of International Law 251 (2009) 

Siatitsa, Ilia Maria, “‘A Serious Violation of International Human Rights Law’ – An Attempt to 
Clarify a Crucial Provision of the Arms Trade Treaty”, European Journal of Human Rights 
(2015)  

Smidt, Michael L., “Yamashita, Medina and Beyond: Command Responsibility in 
Contemporary Military Operations”, 164 Military Law Review 155 (2000) 

Tan, Amy M. L., “The Duty to Investigate Alleged Violations of International Humanitarian Law: 
Outdated Deference to an Intentional Accountability Problem”, 49 NYU Journal of International 
Law and Politics (2016) 

Trapani, Antonietta, “Complementarity in the Congo: The Direct Application of the Rome 
Statute in the Military Courts of the DRC”, Impact of International Courts on Domestic Criminal 
Procedures in Mass Atrocity Cases (DOMAC), (November 2011) 

Villamil Jaramillo, Edgar Antonio & Quintero Torres, Maria Carolina, “Principios Rectores y 
Estructure del Proceso Penal Militar: El Sistema Acusatorio en el Nuevo Código Penal Militar”, 
Trabajo de grado presentado como requisito para optar al título de Abogado, Pontificia 
Universidad Javeriana (2001)  

Watkin, Kenneth, “Controlling the Use of Force: A Role for Human Rights Norms in 
Contemporary Armed Conflict”, 98 The American Journal of International Law 1 (Jan 2004) 



49 

Wong, Sylvaine, “Investigating Civilian Casualties in Armed Conflict: Comparing U.S. Military 
Investigations with Alternatives under International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law”, 64 
Naval Law Review 111 (2015) 

Wuerzner, Carolin, “Mission Impossible? Bringing Charges for the Crime of Attacking Civilians 
or Civilian Objects before International Criminal Tribunals”, 90 International Review of the Red 
Cross 827 (Dec 2008) 

Zegveld, Liesbeth, “Remedies for Victims of Violations of International Humanitarian Law”, 85 
International Review of the Red Cross 851 (2003) 

 

TREATIES 
 
Hague Convention (IV) Respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and Its Annex: 
Regulations Concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land (1907) 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948) 78 UNTS 277 

Geneva Convention (I) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed 
Forces in the Field (1949) 75 UNTS 31 

Geneva Convention (II) for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (1949) 75 UNTS 85 

Geneva Convention (III) Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (1949) 75 UNTS 135 

Geneva Convention (IV) Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1949) 
75 UNTS 287  

European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (1950) 
ETS 5 

Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) 249 
UNTS 240  

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) 999 UNTS 171 

UN Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity (1968) A/RES/2391(XXIII) 

American Convention on Human Rights, "Pact of San Jose" (1969) 

European Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to Crimes against 
Humanity and War Crimes (1974) 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (1977) 1125 UNTS 3 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (1977) 1125 UNTS 609  

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1980) 1155 UNTS 331 

African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights ("Banjul Charter") (1981) 21 ILM 58 

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(1984) 1465 UNTS 85 

Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture (1985) OASTS 67 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction (1993) 1974 UNTS 45 

Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons (1994) 



50 

Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which 
May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, Amended 
Protocol II (1996) 35 ILM 1206 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (1997) 36 ILM 1507 

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998) 

Second Protocol to the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event 
of Armed Conflict (1999) 38 ILM 769 

International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (2006)  

Convention on Cluster Munitions (2008) 48 ILM 357 

 

CASE LAW 
 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
 
Case Concerning Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v 
USA), Judgment of 27 June 1986 (Merits) 

Questions relating to the Obligation to Prosecute or Extradite (Belgium v Senegal), Judgment 
of 20 July 2012 

Case Concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v Serbia and Montenegro), Judgment of 26 
February 2007 

Case Concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (Democratic Republic of 
Congo v Uganda), Judgment of 19 December 2005 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT  
 
The Prosecutor v Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, Application No. ICC-01/05-01/08, Decision on 
the Admissibility and Abuse of Process Challenges (24 June 2010); Pre-Trial Chamber II 
Decision (15 June 2009); Trial Chamber III Judgment (21 Mar 2016); Judgment in the Appeals 
Chamber (2018) 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE FORMER 
YUGOSLAVIA  
 
Prosecutor v Sefer Halilović, Trial Chamber Judgment of 16 November 2005 (IT-01-48-T); 
Appeals Chamber Judgment of 16 Oct 2007 (IT-01-48-A) 

Prosecutor v Vujadin Popović et al, Appeals Chamber Judgment of 30 January 2015 (IT-05-
88-A) 

Prosecutor v Duško Tadić, Decision on the defence motion for interlocutory appeal on 
jurisdiction of 2 October 1995 (IT-94-1) 

Prosecutor v Ljube Boškoski and Johan Tarčulovski, Judgment of the Trial Chamber of 10 July 
2008 (IT-04-82-T); Appeals Chamber Judgment of 19 May 2010 (IT-04-82-A) 

Prosecutor v Pavle Strugar, Trial Chamber II Judgment of 31 January 2005 (IT-01-42-T)  



51 

Prosecutor v Zejnil Delalić et al (Čelebići case), Trial Chamber Judgment of 16 Nov 1998 (IT-
92-21-T); Appeals Chamber Judgment of 20 February 2001 (IT-92-21-A) 

Prosecutor v Zoran Kupreškić et al, Trial Chamber II Judgment of 14 January 2000 (IT-95-16-
T) 

Prosecutor v Anto Furundžija, Trial Chamber Judgment of 10 Dec 1998 (IT-95-17/1-T)  

Prosecutor v Radislav Krstić, Appeals Chamber Judgment of 19 April 2004 (T-98-33-A) 

Prosecutor v Dario Kordić & Mario Čerkez, Trial Chamber Judgment of 26 February 2001 (IT-
95-14/2-T) 

Prosecutor v Fatmir Limaj et al, Trial Chamber II Judgment of 30 November 2005 (IT-03-66-T) 

Prosecutor v Enver Hadžihasanović & Amir Kubura, Appeals Chamber Judgment of 22 April 
2008 (IT-01-47-A) 

Prosecutor v Naser Orić, Appeals Chamber Judgment of 3 July 2008 (IT-03-68-A) 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR RWANDA 
 
Prosecutor v Jean-Paul Akayesu, Appeals Chamber Judgment of 1 June 2001 (ICTR-96-4-A) 

 

SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE 
 
Prosecutor v Charles Ghankay Taylor, Trial Chamber II Judgment of 18 May 2012 (SCSL-03-
01-T) 

 

WAR CRIMES TRIBUNALS 
 
Trial of General Tomoyuki Yamashita, United States Military Commission, Manila (8 October-
7 December 1945) and the Supreme Court Of The United States (4 February 1946), as 
recorded in United Nations War Crimes Commission, Law Reports of Trials of War Criminals 
Vol IV (1948) pp. 1-96. 

Trial of Major Karl Rauer and six others, British Military Court, Wuppertal, Germany (18 
February 1946), as recorded in United Nations War Crimes Commission, Law Reports of Trials 
of War Criminals Vol IV (1948) pp. 113-117. 

 

AFRICAN COURT ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS  
 
Beneficiaries of Late Norbert Zongo and Others v Burkina Faso, Application No. 013/2011, 
Ruling on Reparations (5 June 2014) 

 

AFRICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS 
 
Commission Nationale des Droits de l'Homme et des Libertés v Chad, Application No. 74/92, 
Decision on Merits (11 October 1995) 

Amnesty International, Comité Loosli Bachelard and Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, 
Association of Members of the Episcopal Conference of East Africa v Republic of Sudan, 
Application No. 48/90-50/91-52/91-89/93, Decision on Merits (15 November 1999) 



52 

Malawi Africa Association, Amnesty International, Ms Sarr Diop, Union interafricaine des droits 
de l'Homme and RADDHO, Collectif des veuves et ayants-Droit, Association mauritanienne 
des droits de l'Homme v Mauritania, Application No. 54/91-61/91-96/93-98/93-164/97_196/97-
210/98, Decision on Merits (11 May 2000) 

Law Offices of Ghazi Suleiman v Republic of Sudan, Application No. 228/99, Decision on 
Merits (29 May 2003) 

Zimbabwe Human Rights Forum v Zimbabwe, Application No. 245/02, Decision on Merits (15 
May 2006) 

Article 19 v State of Eritrea, Application No. 275/03, Decision on Merits (30 May 2007) 

Kevin Mgwanga Gunme et al v Cameroon, Application No. 266/03, Decision on Merits (27 May 
2009) 

Sudan Human Rights Organisation and Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions v Republic of 
Sudan, Application No. 279/03-296/05, Decision on Merits (27 May 2009)  

Association of Victims of Post Electoral Violence and INTERIGHTS v Cameroon, Application 
No. 272/03, Decision on Merits (25 November 2009) 

Dr Farouk Mohamed Ibrahim (represented by REDRESS) v Republic of Sudan, Application 
No. 386/10, Inadmissibility Ruling (18 October 2013) 

Abdel Hadi, Ali Rad and Others v Republic of Sudan, Application No. 368/09, Decision on 
Merits (4 June 2014) 

 

EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS  
 
Engel and Others v Netherlands, Application No. 5100/71; 5101/71; 5102/71; 5354/72; 
5370/72, Judgment of 8 June 1976 

McCann v UK, Application No. 18984/91, Judgment of 17 September 1995 

Findlay v UK, Application No. 22107/93, Judgment of 25 February 1997 

Kaya v Turkey, Application No. 158/1996/777/978, Judgment of 19 February 1998 

Kurt v Turkey, Application No. 15/1997/799/1002, Judgment of 25 May 1998 

Ergi v Turkey, Application No. 66/1997/850/1057, Judgment of 28 July 1998 

Oğur v Turkey, Application No. 21594/93, Judgment of 20 May 1999  

Kelly & others v UK, Application No. 30054/96, Judgment of 4 May 2001 

McKerr v UK, Application No. 28883/95, Judgment of 4 May 2001  

Cyprus v Turkey, Application No. 25781/94, Judgment of 10 May 2001 

Cooper v UK, Application No. 48843/99, Judgment of 16 December 2003 

Isayeva v Russia, Application No. 57950/00, Judgment of 24 February 2005 

Isayeva, Yusupova and Bazayeva v Russia, Application No. 57947/00, 57948/00 and 
57949/00, Judgment of 24 February 2005 

Sergey Shevchenko v Ukraine, Application No. 32478/02, Judgment of 4 April 2006 

Bazorkina v Russia, Application No. 69481/01, Judgment of 17 July 2006 

Ramsahai and others v The Netherlands, Application No. 2391/99, Judgment of 15 May 2007 

Anık and Others v Turkey, Application No. 63758/00, Judgment of 5 June 2007 

Brecknell v UK, Application No. 32457/04, Judgment of 27 November 2007  



53 

Varnava and others v Turkey, Application No. 16064/90, 16065/90, 16066/90, 16068/90, 
16069/90, 16070/90, 16071/90, 16072/90 and 16073/90, Judgment of 18 September 2009 

Al Skeini v UK, Application No. 55721/07, Judgment of 7 July 2011 

Finogenov & Others v Russia, Application No. 18299/03 and 27311/03, Judgment of 20 
December 2011 

Gürtekin and Others v Cyprus, Application No. 60441/13, 68206/13 and 68667/13, Judgment 
of 11 March 2014 

Jelić v Croatia, Application No. 57856/11, Judgment of 12 June 2014 

Georgia v Russia, Application No. 13255/07, Judgment of 3 July 2014 

Hassan v UK, Application No. 29750/09, Judgment of 16 September 2014 

Jaloud v The Netherlands, Application No. 47708-08, Judgment of 20 November 2014; as well 
as the Joint Concurring Opinion of Judges Casadevall, Berro-Lefevre, Sikuta, Hirvela, Lopez 
Guerra, Sajo and Silvis  

Mustafa Tunç & Fecire Tunç v Turkey, Application No. 24014/05, Judgment of 14 April 2015 

Armani Da Silva v UK, Application No. 5878/08, Judgment of 30 March 2016 

Cangöz & Others v Turkey, Application No. 7469/06, Judgment of 26 April 2016 

Tagayeva & Others v Russia, Application No. 26562/07 and 6 other applications, Judgment of 
13 April 2017 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
The Greek Case, Yearbook of the European Court of Human Rights (1972)  

Ireland v UK, Yearbook of the European Court of Human Rights, Series B, Vol 23-1 (1976-
1978) 

 

INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS  
 
Velásquez Rodríguez v Honduras, Series C No. 4, Judgment, 29 July 1988 (Merits) 

Genie-Lacayo v Nicaragua, Series C No. 21, Judgment of 29 January 1997 (Merits, reparations 
and costs) 

Cantoral-Benavides v Peru, Series C No. 69, Judgment of 18 August 2000 (Merits) 

Bámaca Velásquez v Guatemala, Series C No. 70, Judgment of 25 November 2000 (Merits) 

Las Palmeras v Colombia, Series C No. 67, Judgment of 6 December 2001 (Merits)  

Plan de Sánchez Massacre v Guatemala, Series C No. 105, Judgment of 19 April 2004 (Merits) 

Mapiripán Massacre v Colombia, Series C No. 134, Judgment of 15 September 2005 (Merits, 
reparations and costs) 

La Rochela Massacre v Colombia, Series C No. 163, Judgment of 11 May 2007 (Merits, 
reparations and costs) 

Radilla-Pacheco v Mexico, Series C No. 209, Judgment of 23 November 2009 (Preliminary 
objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Contreras et al v El Salvador, Series C No. 232, Judgment of 31 August 2011 (Merits, 
reparations and costs) 



54 

Vélez Restrepo and Family v Colombia, Series C No. 248, Judgment of 3 September 2012 
(Preliminary objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Gudiel Álvarez et al (‘Diario Militar’) v Guatemala, Series C No. 253, Judgment of 20 November 
2012 (Merits, reparations and costs) 

Santo Domingo Massacre v Colombia, Series C No. 259, Judgment of 30 November 2012 
(Preliminary objections, merits and reparations) 

Rodríguez Vera et al. v Colombia (the disappeared from the Palace of Justice), Series C No. 
287, Judgment of 14 November 2014 (Preliminary objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Cruz Sánchez and Others v Peru, Series C No. 292, Judgment of 17 April 2015 (Preliminary 
objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Comunidad Campesina de Santa Bárbara v Peru, Series C No. 324, Judgment of 1 September 
2015 (Preliminary objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Favela Nova Brasilia v Brazil, Series C No. 345, Judgment of 16 February 2017 (Preliminary 
objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

Acosta and Others v Nicaragua, Series C No. 334, Judgment of 25 March 2017 (Preliminary 
objections, merits, reparations and costs) 

 

UN 

PRINCIPLES & GUIDELINES 
UN ECOSOC, Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary 
and Summary Executions (1989) 

UN OHCHR, Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
(1990) 

UN OHCHR, Manual on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (“Istanbul Protocol”) (2004), 
HR/P/PT/8/Rev.1 

UN OHCHR, Updated Set of Principles for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights 
through Action to Combat Impunity (2005) E/CN.4/2005/102/Add.1  

UN OHCHR, Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for 
Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of 
International Humanitarian Law (2005) A/RES/60/147 

UN ECOSOC, Guidelines on Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses of 
Crimes (2005) E/CN.15/2005/L.2/Rev.1 

UN OHCHR, Revision of the UN Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-
Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions [Minnesota Protocol] (2016)  

 

REPORTS 
UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or 
Arbitrary Executions, Philip Alston: Civil and Political Rights, Including the Questions of 
Disappearances and Summary Executions (8 March 2006) E/CN.4/2006/53 [Alston Report] 

UN Human Rights Council, Study on Targeted Killings by the Special Rapporteur on 
Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, Philip Alston (28 May 2010) 
A/HRC/14/24/Add.6 

UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Committee of independent experts in international 
humanitarian and human rights laws to monitor and assess any domestic, legal or other 



55 

proceedings undertaken by both the Government of Israel and the Palestinian side, in the light 
of General Assembly resolution 254/64 including the independence, effectiveness, 
genuineness of these investigations and their conformity with international standards 
[Tomuschat Report] (2010) A/HRC/15/50 

UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or 
Arbitrary Executions, Philip Alston: Promotion and Protection of All Human Rights, Civil, 
Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Including the Right to Development (2008) 
A/HRC/8/3 

UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, 
Justice, Reparation and Guarantees of Non-Recurrence, Pablo de Greiff (27 August 2014) 
A/HRC/27/56 

UN, Issue of the administration of justice through military tribunals: Report submitted by the 
Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 
Emmanuel Decaux, (13 January 2006) E/CN.4/2006/58  

 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
UN Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 20: Article 7 (Prohibition of Torture, or 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment)” (10 March 1992) 

UN Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 31: The Nature of the General Legal 
Obligation Imposed on State Parties to the Covenant” (29 March 2004) CCPR/C/Rev.1/Add.13 

UN Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 32: Article 14, Right to Equality Before 
Courts and Tribunals and to Fair Trial” (23 August 2007) CCPR/C/GC/32 

UN Human Rights Committee, “General Comment No. 36 on article 6 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, on the right to life” (30 October 2018) CCPR/C/GC/36 

 

ICRC 
 
ICRC, “Guidelines for Investigating Deaths in Custody” (2013) [available at 
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/4126-guidelines-investigating-deaths-custody] 

ICRC Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law, "Legal Advisors in Armed Forces" 
(2003) [available at https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/1043/legal-advisors-armed-
forces.pdf]  

ICRC, “Persons Protected under IHL” [available at https://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-
law/protected-persons/overview-protected-persons.htm]  

ICRC, “How Does Law Protect in War?”, ICRC Online Casebook [available at: 
https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/classification-conflict] 

ICRC, “Professional Standards for Protection Work” (2019) [available at 
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0999-professional-standards-protection-work-carried-out-
humanitarian-and-human-rights]  

Henckaerts, Jean-Marie & Doswald-Beck, Louise, Customary International Humanitarian Law, 
ICRC (2006) [available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl]  

Henckaerts et al (eds.), Updated Commentary on the First Geneva Convention, ICRC (2016) 
[available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/full/GCi-commentary] 

Henckaerts et al (eds.), Updated Commentary on the Second Geneva Convention, ICRC 
(2017) [available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/full/GCII-commentary] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/4126-guidelines-investigating-deaths-custody
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/1043/legal-advisors-armed-forces.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/1043/legal-advisors-armed-forces.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/protected-persons/overview-protected-persons.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/protected-persons/overview-protected-persons.htm
https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/classification-conflict
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0999-professional-standards-protection-work-carried-out-humanitarian-and-human-rights
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0999-professional-standards-protection-work-carried-out-humanitarian-and-human-rights
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/full/GCi-commentary
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/full/GCII-commentary


56 

Khairullin, Elem, “5 things that make ICRC confidential information unsuitable for legal 
proceedings”, ICRC Humanitarian Law & Policy (31 January 2019) [available at 
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-
unsuitable-legal-proceedings/] 

Pictet, Jean, The Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949: Commentary, ICRC (1960) 
[available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreaties1949.xsp] 

Sandoz, Yves, Swinarski, Christophe & Zimmermann, Bruno (eds.), Commentary to the 
Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Martinus 
Nijhoff Publishers (1987) [available at 
https://ihldatabases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreaties1949.xsp 

 

NATIONAL DOCUMENTATION AND SOURCES 
 
The section below does not reflect the full scope of national sources consulted. In addition to 
the various documents listed hereafter – in alphabetical order of country – information from 
numerous additional States was collected and examined through consultation with experts and 
organisations with the requisite knowledge where documents were not publicly available or 
accessible. 
 

GENERAL 
ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law Study: State Practice relating to rules 100, 
116, 117, 139, 141, 144, 149, 152, 153, 158, 160 [available at https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2]      
      

ICRC, National Implementation of IHL Database [available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl-
nat]  

UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, State 
Responses to Questionnaire on Military Justice (2011) [available at 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/StateresponsestothequestionnaireMilitaryJu
stice.aspx] 

International Society for Military Law and the Law of War, Comparative Studies on Military 
Jurisdiction in the World, Carried out in 2001 and 2011, Recueils available from the General 
Secretariat of the ISMLLW at brussels@ismllw.org  

Annex to the Second Report of the Public Commission to Examine the Maritime Incident of 31 
May 2010: Israel’s Mechanisms for Examining and Investigating Complaints and Claims of 
Violations of the Laws of Armed Conflict According to International Law [the 2nd Turkel Report] 
(2013) 

 

ALGERIA 
Code de Justice Militaire (1971) 

 

ARGENTINA 
Manual de Derecho Internacional de los Conflictos Armados (2010) 

 

AUSTRALIA 
Defence Force Discipline Act 1982 

https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-unsuitable-legal-proceedings/
https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/31/5-things-make-icrc-confidential-information-unsuitable-legal-proceedings/
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreaties1949.xsp
https://ihldatabases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/vwTreaties1949.xsp
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl-nat
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl-nat
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/StateresponsestothequestionnaireMilitaryJustice.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/StateresponsestothequestionnaireMilitaryJustice.aspx
mailto:brussels@ismllw.org
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DOD, Defence Instructions (General), Admin 45-2: “The reporting and management of 
notifiable incidents” 

DOD, Defence Instructions (General) Admin 67-2 of 2007  

Australia’s Commanders’ Guide (1994) 

DOD, Somalia Inquiry Report (1997) 

 

BURKINA FASO 
Loi N° 24/94/ADP du 24 mai 1994 portant Code de Justice Militaire 

Décret N° 94-159/PRES/DEF du 28 avril 1994 portant règlement de discipline générale dans 
les armées  

 

BURUNDI 
Règlement sur le DIH (2007) 

 

CAMEROON 
Loi N° 2005/007 du 27 juillet 2005 portant Code de Procédure Pénale  

Loi N° 2008/015 du 29 décembre 2008 portant Organisation Judiciaire Militaire 

 

CANADA 
MOJ, National Defence Act (1985) 

MOD, Military Justice at the Summary Trial Level - V2.2 1/11 (2011), Ch.5(1) – Investigations 

MOD, Defence Administrative Orders and Directives 2008-3, Issue and Crisis Management 

Canada Military Police Investigation Policy 

QR&O 21.01 (Summary Investigations – General) 

Military Justice at the Summary Trial Level 2.2 

 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
Loi n° 17.012 du 24 mars 2017 portant Code de Justice Militaire Centrafricain 

 

COLOMBIA 
Ley 734 de 2002 (febrero 5) por la cual se expide el Código Disciplinario Unico 

Ley 906 de 2004 (agosto 31) por la cual se expide el Código de Procedimiento Penal 

Ley 1407 de 2010 (agosto 17) por la cual se expide el Código Penal Militar 

Acto legislativo número 02 de 2012 (diciembre 27) por el cual se reforman los artículos 116, 
152 y 221 de la Constitución Política de Colombia / República de Colombia 

Ley 1719 de 2014 (junio 18) por la cual se modifican algunos artículos de las Leyes 599 de 
2000, 906 de 2004 y se adoptan medidas para garantizar el acceso a la justicia de las víctimas 
de violencia sexual, en especial la violencia sexual con ocasión del conflicto armado, y se 
dictan otras disposiciones 

Ley 1765 de 2015, por la cual se reestructura la Justicia Penal Militar y Policial, se establecen 
requisitos para el desempeño de sus cargos, se implementa su Fiscalía General Penal Militar 
y Policial, se organiza su cuerpo técnico de investigación, se señalan disposiciones sobre 
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competencia para el tránsito al sistema penal acusatorio y para garantizar su plena 
operatividad en la Jurisdicción Especializada y se dictan otras disposiciones 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional, Directivas Derechos Humanos (2007) 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional, Política Integral de DDHH y DIH (2007) 

Directiva Permanente No. 10 / 2007, “Homicidios en Persona Protegida” 

Reglamento del Régimen Disciplinario para las Fuerzas Militares, ley 836 de julio 16 2003 

Resolución No 0-2725 del 9 diciembre de 1994: “Creación de la Unidad Nacional de Fiscalías 
de Derechos Humanos” 

 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
Manuel d’Instruction (2007) 

 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 
Loi no 024/2002 du 18 novembre 2002 portant Code Pénal Militaire 

Loi 13/005 du 15 janvier 2013 portant statut du militaire des Forces Armées de la RDC: 
Quatrième Partie: Du Régime Disciplinaire: Arts 232-197 

 

EGYPT 
Law No. 25 of 1966, Military Criminal Code 

 

FRANCE 
Code de Justice Militaire (1982) 

Bulletin Officiel des Armées, Instruction N° 1950/DEF/CAB/SDBC/CPAG fixant la conduite à 
tenir par les autorités militaires et civiles en cas d'accidents ou d'incidents survenus au sein 
du ministère de la défense ou des établissements publics qui en dépendent (6 février 2004) 

Bulletin Officiel des Armées, Instruction N° 241/DEF/IdA/G.IdA relative aux enquêtes de 
commandement dans un cadre interarmées (30 octobre 2013) 

Bulletin Officiel des Armées, Circulaire N° 52/DEF/EMM/ORG relative aux procédures 
d’information des hautes autorités civiles et militaires à mettre en œuvre lors de la survenance 
d’événements graves ou importants (18 septembre 2015)  

Bulletin Officiel des Armées, Instruction No. 30619/DEF/SGA/DAJ/DAPM/EDP relative aux 
poursuites pénales à l’encontre des membres des forces armées (23 septembre 2015) 

 

GERMANY 

Wehrstrafgesetz [Military Penal Code] (1974) 

Zentrale Dienstvorschrift [Central Services Provision] 15/2 (1992) 

Völkerstrafgesetzbuch [Code of Crimes against International Law] (2002) 

Soldatengesetz [Code of Law for Members of Armed Forces] (1956, 2005) 

Wehrdisziplinarordnung [Military Disciplinary Code] (2001, 2008) 

 

GREECE 
Law 2304/95 establishing the Armed Forces Judicial Corps Code (1995) 
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HUNGARY 
Act IV of 1978 on the Criminal Code 

Act 95 of 2001 Commissioned Officers Status Act  

Act 66 of 1997 and its annex regulating organisation and administration of courts 

Act on Misdemeanours 

 

INDIA 
The Army Act, Act No. 46 of 1950 

The Navy Act, Act No. 62 of 1957 

Armed Forces Tribunal Act (2007) 

Regulations for the Indian Army 

 

IRAN 
Constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran Law on Crimes and Punishments of the Armed Forces 
of December 2003 

Law of Criminal Procedure of the Armed Forces (15 May 1985) 

 

IRAQ 
Military Penal Code, Law n. 19/2007 

IRELAND 
Constitution of Ireland of (1937) 

Defence Act (1954) 

Rules of Procedure (Defence Forces) (2008) 

 

ISRAEL 
Military Justice Law 4715-1955 (1956) 

Defence Service Law 5746-1986 (1986) 

SC Order No. 5.0301, Disciplinary Law (June 1, 1989, as amended Dec. 29, 2005) 

Order of the Operations Division on Reporting 

Orders of the IDF’s Operations Branch MB–SP–015 Reporting Procedure for Incidents in 
which Palestinian Civilians were Injured (and orders of the Central Commander’s Office) LS–
41877, 13 Feb 2007 

Second Report of the Public Commission to Examine the Maritime Incident of 31 May 2010: 
Israel’s Mechanisms for Examining and Investigating Complaints and Claims of Violations of 
the Laws of Armed Conflict According to International Law [the 2nd Turkel Report] and 
Annexes (2013) 

Report by the Team for the Review and Implementation of the 2nd Turkel Report (2015)  

MFA, The 2014 Gaza Conflict: Factual and Legal Aspects, ch VII: “Israel’s Investigation of 
Alleged Violations of the Law of Armed Conflict” (2015)  
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KENYA 
Kenya Defence Forces Act (2012) 

 

LITHUANIA 
Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania (1992) 

Law on Courts of the Republic of Lithuania (1994) 

Criminal Procedure Code of Republic of Lithuania (2002) 

Disciplinary Statute of the Armed Forces (2011) 

 

MEXICO 
Manual de DIH para el ejercito YFAM (2009) 

 

NEPAL 
Nepali Army Act (2006) 

070-WS-0050 - Review of the Investigation of Disappeared Persons and Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Act, Supreme Court (26 February 2015 

 

NETHERLANDS 
Wet van 27 april 1903, tot vaststelling van een Wetboek van Militair Strafrecht [Military Penal 
Code] (1903) 

Wet Militair Tuchtrecht [Military Disciplinary Justice Act] (1990) 

Wet Militair Strafrechtspraak [Military Justice Administration Act] (1990) 

 

NEW ZEALAND 
Armed Forces Discipline Act 1971 (Act No. 53)  

Court Martial Act 2007 (Act No. 101) 

Manual of Armed Forces Law (2010) 

 

NIGER 
Loi No. 2003-010 du 11 mars 2003, portant Code de justice militaire 

 

NIGERIA 
Armed Forces Act 

 

PAKISTAN 
Pakistan Army Act (Act No. XXXIX of 1952) 

Act No. XIX of 2015 further to amend the Pakistan Army Act, 1952  

Act No. XI of 2017 further to amend the Pakistan Army Act, 1952 

 

PERU 
Ley N° 23214, Código de Justicia Militar (1980) 



61 

Manual para las fuerzas armadas (2010) 

Decreto Legislativo No 1094, Código Penal Militar Policial (2010) 

 

PHILIPPINES 
Joint Circular on Adherence to IHL and Human Rights (1991) 

The Law of Armed Conflict (2006) 

Act No. 9851 on crimes against international humanitarian law, genocide and other crimes 
against humanity (2009) 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Internal Service Regulations of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation (2007) 

 

SIERRA LEONE 
IHL Code of Conduct 

 

SINGAPORE 
Armed Forces Act (1972, 2000) 

 

SOMALIA 
Somalia’s Act of Military Discipline (1975) 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Revised Civic Education Manual (2004) 

 

SWITZERLAND 
Code Pénal Militaire du 13 juin 1927 

Procédure Pénale Militaire (1979) 

 

UGANDA 
Uganda Peoples’ Defence Force Act (2005) 

SI 307—1; UPDF (Rules of Procedure) Regulations: Investigation of charges by 
commanding officer 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Armed Forces Act (2006) 

MOD, JSP 830: Manual of Service Law, Vol. 1 ch. 6 Investigations 

UK MOD JSP 383, The Manual on the Law of Armed Conflict (2004) 

MOD, JSP 832: Guide to Service Inquiries (2008) 

Commissions of Inquiry: 
o The Report of the Al-Sweady Inquiry (2014)  
o The Baha Mousa Inquiry (2011) 
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o The Chilcot Inquiry (2016) 

Loudon Review of Service Police Investigations on Operations (2004) 

UK MOD, Reports of the Systemic Issues Working Group (Accounts of the review of systemic 
and wider issues arising from Iraq and other military operations)  

House of Commons Defence Committee, UK Armed Forces Personnel and the Legal 
Framework for Future Operations (2013) 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Uniform Code of Military Justice (1951) 

DOD, Instruction 6055.07, Accident Investigation, Reporting, and Record Keeping (3 October 
2000) 

DOD, Instruction 5505.3, Initiation of Investigations by Military Criminal Investigative 
Organizations (June 21, 2002) 

Dep’t of the Army, Field Manual 3-19.13, Law Enforcement Investigations (2005) 

Army Regulation 15-6, Procedures for Investigating Officers and Boards of Officers (2006) 

Army Regulation 15-5, Procedures for Investigating Officers and Boards of Officers (2006) 

Army Regulation 195-2, Criminal Investigation Activities (2009)  

Chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff Instruction, Implementation of the DOD Law of War 
Program, CJCSI 5810.01D (2010) 

DOD, Directive 2311.01E, Law of War Programme (2010) 

DOD, Defence Instructions (General), Admin 45-2 (Amdt No 1), The Reporting and 
Management of Notifiable Incidents (2010) 

Center for Army Lessons Learned, “Afghanistan Civilian Casualty Prevention: Observations, 
Insights, and Lessons” No 12-16 (June 2012) 

Fort Knox Regulation 190-45, Incident Reporting, Appendix D-3 (2015) US Department of the 
Army, “Targeting and the Law of War: Administrative Investigations and Criminal Law 
Supplement” (30 May 2017) 

USFOR, Executive Summary for AR 15-6 Investigation, 21 Feb 2010 CIVCAS Incident in 
Uruzgan Province 

 

URUGUAY 
Decreto-Ley No 10.326, Códigos militares (1943) 

 

OTHER DOCUMENTS 
 
African Commission, “General Comment No. 3 On the African Charter on Human And Peoples’ 
Rights: The Right To Life (Article 4)” (2015) 

African Commission, “General Comment No. 4 on the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights: The Right to Redress for Victims of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Punishment or Treatment (Article 5)” (2017). 

Amnesty International, “Fair Trial Manual” (2nd ed) (2014) [available at 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL30/002/2014/en/] 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL30/002/2014/en/
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Chatham House, “Accountability for Violations of the Laws of Armed Conflict: A Duty to 
Investigate and Prosecute?”, International Law Programme Meeting Summary, 5 July 2012 

Child Protection Working Group (CPWG), “Minimum Standards for Child Protection in 
Humanitarian Action” (2012) [available at http://www.cpaor.net/sites/default/files/cp/CP-
Minimum-Standards-English-2013.pdf]  

Council of Europe, Human Rights of Members of the Armed Forces (2010) 

de León, Gisela, Krsticevic, Viviana & Obando, Luis, Debida diligencia en la investigación de 
graves violaciones a derechos humanos, Centro por la Justicia y el Derecho Internacional 
(CEJIL) (2010) [available at https://www.cejil.org/es/debida-diligencia-investigacion-graves-
violaciones-derechos-humanos] 

Folke Bernadotte Academy & Swedish Defence College, Handbook on Assisting International 
Criminal Investigations (2011) [available at https://fba.se/en/about-fba/publications/a-
handbook-on-assisting-international-criminal-investigations/]  

ICC Draft Policy Paper on Preliminary Examinations, ICC Office of the Prosecutor (October 
14, 2010) 

ICC, “Informal Expert Paper: The Principle of Complementarity in Practice”, ICC Office of the 
Prosecutor (2003) 

ICC, Policy on Children, Section V “Investigations” (November 2016) [available at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/20161115_OTP_ICC_Policy-on-Children_Eng.PDF] 

International Commission of Jurists, “Enforced Disappearance and Extrajudicial Execution: 
Investigation and Sanction” (2015) [available at https://www.icj.org/enforced-disappearance-
and-extrajudicial-execution-investigation-and-sanction-icj-practitioners-guide-no-9-now-also-
in-english/] 

International Law Commission, Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful 
Acts (2001) 

ISAF Standard Operating Procedure 302, CJ3 - Operational Reports and Returns (29 August 
2007) 

ISAF Standard Operating Procedure 307, I-IQ ISAF CIVCAS Battle DrillISAF Tactical Directive 
(6 July 2009) 

NATO Lessons Learned Handbook (3rd ed) (February 2016) 

Open Society Justice Initiative, “The Global Principles on National Security and the Right to 
Information (Tshwane Principles)” (2013) [available at 
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/global-principles-national-security-and-freedom-
information-tshwane-principles]  

Open Society Justice Initiative, Comparative Analysis of Preliminary Investigation Systems in 
Respect of Alleged Violations of International Human Rights And/Or Humanitarian Law 
(2010) [available at https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/3d0b1b46-bb82-410c-b55e-
c060d881ba1b/comparative-analysis-20100810.pdf] 

UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, “International Protocol on the Documentation and 
Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict” (2nd ed) (March 2017) [available at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/598335/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf] 

UK Royal College of Physicians, Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine:  
o "Quality Standards for Healthcare Professionals Working with Victims of 

Torture in Detention" (2009) [available at: 
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/quality-standards-for-healthcare-professionals-
working-with-victims-of-torture-in-detention-complete-document/] 

http://www.cpaor.net/sites/default/files/cp/CP-Minimum-Standards-English-2013.pdf
http://www.cpaor.net/sites/default/files/cp/CP-Minimum-Standards-English-2013.pdf
https://www.cejil.org/es/debida-diligencia-investigacion-graves-violaciones-derechos-humanos
https://www.cejil.org/es/debida-diligencia-investigacion-graves-violaciones-derechos-humanos
https://fba.se/en/about-fba/publications/a-handbook-on-assisting-international-criminal-investigations/
https://fba.se/en/about-fba/publications/a-handbook-on-assisting-international-criminal-investigations/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/otp/20161115_OTP_ICC_Policy-on-Children_Eng.PDF
https://www.icj.org/enforced-disappearance-and-extrajudicial-execution-investigation-and-sanction-icj-practitioners-guide-no-9-now-also-in-english/
https://www.icj.org/enforced-disappearance-and-extrajudicial-execution-investigation-and-sanction-icj-practitioners-guide-no-9-now-also-in-english/
https://www.icj.org/enforced-disappearance-and-extrajudicial-execution-investigation-and-sanction-icj-practitioners-guide-no-9-now-also-in-english/
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/global-principles-national-security-and-freedom-information-tshwane-principles
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/global-principles-national-security-and-freedom-information-tshwane-principles
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/3d0b1b46-bb82-410c-b55e-c060d881ba1b/comparative-analysis-20100810.pdf
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/3d0b1b46-bb82-410c-b55e-c060d881ba1b/comparative-analysis-20100810.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/598335/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/598335/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/quality-standards-for-healthcare-professionals-working-with-victims-of-torture-in-detention-complete-document/
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/quality-standards-for-healthcare-professionals-working-with-victims-of-torture-in-detention-complete-document/
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o "Health Care of Detainees in Police Stations" (2009) [available at 
https://www.fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/documentstore/1236269117.pdf] 

o "Recommendations: Labelling Forensic Samples" (2019) [available at 
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/recommendations-labelling-forensic-samples/] 

o "Proforma: Forensic Medical Examination Forms" (2019) [available at 
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/pro-forma-forensic-medical-examination-forms-
2/ ] 

UN OHCHR/International Bar Association, Human Rights in the Administration of Justice: A 
Manual on Human Rights for Judges, Prosecutors and Lawyers, Professional Training Series 
No. 9 (2003) [available at https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9Titleen.pdf] 

  

https://www.fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/documentstore/1236269117.pdf
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/recommendations-labelling-forensic-samples/
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/pro-forma-forensic-medical-examination-forms-2/
https://fflm.ac.uk/publications/pro-forma-forensic-medical-examination-forms-2/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training9Titleen.pdf
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Professor Dr Jann K. KLEFFNER, Swedish Defence University (Sweden) 
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