
   
 

       
 185
 63453 -

03-5270370  ;03-5245286
r rjerusalem.jer@ic c.o g

4e protocole_ANG_couv.qxd  8.5.2007  10:17  Page 1

www.icrc.or
 2008  ,ICRC ©

g

07
78

/7
50

T 
0

.2
00

8 
50

0
  

 
  

 
5

07
78

/7
50

T 
0

.2
00

8 
50

0
  

 
  

 
5

07
78

/7
50

T 
0

.2
00

8 
50

0
  

 
  

 
5

07
78

/7
50

T 
0

.2
00

8 
50

0
  

 
  

 
5



   
 

       
 185
 63453 -

03-5270370  ;03-5245286
r rjerusalem.jer@ic c.o g

4e protocole_ANG_couv.qxd  8.5.2007  10:17  Page 1

www.icrc.or
 2008  ,ICRC ©

g



� � � � � �

��������	�
���

ÌÂ„‡ ÏËÒÈ¯˜Â ÌÂ„‡ ¯‰Ò ¨ÌÂ„‡ ·Ïˆ





פתח דבר

אני רוצה להודות לד”ר קלנברגר, נשיאו המכובד, המוערך של הוועד הבינלאומי של הצלב 
האדום; לד”ר פרנסואה בוניון, היועץ המשפטי של הוועד הבינלאומי של הצלב האדום, שעסק 
עשרות שנים בסוגיית הסמל; ולד”ר אל חדיד, יו”ר הוועדה המתמדת של הצלב האדום והסהר 
סמל  אימוץ  של  האוניברסאלית  לתוצאה  הובילו  אחרים,  ורבים  במיוחד  שלושתם  האדום. 

שלישי לתנועה הבינלאומית של הצלב האדום והסהר האדום )להלן: התנועה(. 

עקרון  גבר   2006 ביוני  אולם   - שווה  חשיבות  לכולם   - עקרונות  בשבעה  דוגלת  התנועה 
האוניברסאליות על האחרים, כאשר לאחר עשרות שנים של מאמצים אינטנסיביים התקבלה 
ההחלטה לאמץ סמל נוסף לתנועה. קבלת הסמל מהווה, למעשה, פיתרון לבעיה ארוכת שנים, 

שמנעה מאגודת מגן דוד אדום בישראל )מד”א( להתקבל כחברה מן השורה בתנועה.

תהליך קבלת מד”א לתנועה מנה שלושה שלבים:

ועידה דיפלומטית - דצמבר 2005 - בה אישרו הממשלות בעולם את חסינות הסמל 	 	.1
השלישי - הקריסטל האדום. 	

הועידה הבינלאומית ה-The 29th International Conference( 29( - יוני 2006 - 	 	.2
אישרה את שינוי תקנון התנועה והוסיפה את הסמל השלישי לתקנון. 	

האסיפה הכללית )General Assembly( - יוני 2006 - בה אישרו כל האגודות 	 	.3
הלאומיות פה אחד את קבלת מד”א כחברה מלאה בתנועה. 	

אני רואה ברצף ההחלטות לעיל נדבך נוסף בתמיכת העולם בזכותה של מדינת ישראל למקום 
מכובד בין העמים, נדבך שנבנה לאחר השואה הגדולה שנפלה על עם ישראל במלחמת העולם 
השנייה, כאשר רבים ידעו אך מעטים פעלו לצידינו. אנו - הדור הצעיר - תמיד נזכור מי עמד 
לצידינו במאבקינו להיות אגודה לאומית ככל האגודות, ובכך תמך בשיפור יכולת ההישרדות 

של העם היהודי בעולם כולו. 

מאז שנת 1948, עת פנתה לראשונה בבקשה להצטרף לתנועה, מיצבה עצמה אגודת מגן דוד 
אדום במקום הראשון בעולם בתחום שירותי החירום וקנתה לעצמה מוניטין בינלאומי שאין 
עליו עוררין. העבודה הקשה של אלפי העובדים והמתנדבים הישראלים, מהקמת מד”א ועד 
היום, התבצעה ומתבצעת תוך קיום עקרונות התנועה. אגודת מגן דוד אדום הקפידה תמיד 
להיות הראשונה להציע את עזרתה בכל מצב חירום, ללא כל אבחנה בין מדינה למדינה, לאום 

ללאום ודת לדת, תוך היענות מיידית לכל בקשת סיוע.



בנחישות  גם  ביטוי  לידי  שבאו  מאמצים  לתנועה,  להתקבל  המאמצים  נזנחו  לא  במקביל, 
מדינות רבות החברות בתנועה למצוא פיתרון תמידי וקבוע לשאלת הסמל. הוספת הפרוטוקול 

השלישי לאמנות ז’נבה מהווה אסמכתא ליושרה ולכנות של מאמצים אלה.

שלושת הסמלים של התנועה - הצלב, הסהר והמעוין )הקריסטל(, מייצגים כיום את כל הטוב, 
לנגד  ניצבים  התנועה  שעקרונות  ולוודא  להמשיך  עלינו  שומה  בעולמנו.  והסובלני  האנושי 
עינינו, שעה שמיליוני המתנדבים ממדינות ברחבי העולם עושים ימים כלילות בעבודת הקודש 
ההומניטארית, ובד בבד חובה עלינו להמשיך ולנסות למנוע עוולות ופשעים כנגד המין האנושי 

באשר הם.

)קריסטל(  דוד אדום בישראל מברכת על ההחלטה החשובה של הוספת המעוין  אגודת מגן 
האדום לסמלי התנועה הבינלאומית של הצלב האדום והסהר האדום, החלטה שסללה את 
הדרך להצטרפות מד”א לתנועה. אגודת מגן דוד אדום שמחה וגאה על חלקה במימוש למעשה 
ארגוני  של  הבינלאומית  בקהילה  למלא את תפקידה החשוב  ותמשיך  התנועה  עקרונות  של 
בברכה את  ומקבלת  גם שמחה  דוד אדום  מגן  בעולם. אגודת  וההומניטארי  הסיוע הרפואי 
הצטרפותה של אגודת הסהר האדום הפלשתיני לתנועה. הצטרפותה של אגודת הסהר האדום 
הפלשתיני מהווה חיזוק נוסף לעקרונות הנייטרליות והאוניברסליות שבהם דוגלת התנועה.

קיבלנו בשמחה את החלטת האסיפה הכללית של האגודות הלאומיות לקבלת מד”א לתנועה, 
החלטה שהתקבלה בז’נבה ביוני 2006, בהצבעה פה אחד )קונצנזוס(. 

קלנברגר,  יעקב  ד”ר   - לתנועה  קבלתנו  את  שקידמו  אלו  את  לעולמים  ונזכור  מודים  אנו 
ד”ר פרנסואה בוניון, ד”ר מוחמד אל חדיד, ורבים וטובים נוספים. 

אני גאה שהיה לי חלק בתהליך קבלת מד”א לתנועה ובטוחני שלא נאכזב. 

שהחיינו וקיימנו והגיענו לזמן הזה, אמן.

ד”ר נעם יפרח
יו”ר הוועד הפועל מד”א

תל-אביב 2008
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The Geneva Conventions: Commentary, published under the editorship of Jean S. Pictet, Vol. 1, Geneva Convention for 
the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field, Geneva, ICRC, 1952, p. 297. 
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 ������&��%'��
��0��!�� ���� �!���-�� ��'��&���+�
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�'����'��� �� )����!���%�����
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��!	 ����� ������� ��	� ���)�� �'���*�� ������ �/�!��� ��
��� �������	 ��	���� �'�	���
������� ��� ������� ���������* 	���*������	�����
�	�������	����'� !����'���*�
�%Revue des Deux Mondes�������)����(���	������'
������ 	 ��%/�� ����	)�%�� ��

2����� ���)����'��	�����'����*����!����!���� 
�/ 	�

���������
���	����	 � ����	��%4�5 �	5 ���6*7�� ���-��	���� �����)1
.��)���*���)� �����������������������)�	�%�  ������ �!�.������� 
�����������
�������)��������������&������!	 �-	�%���� ��!�����)
���� ������'���%'��
���'�!�������&������'������������� ���	
������� ���� ��!	� ������*� ���*� ���� � ���	 �������� ������
 �'���
��'��	�������'��
����'��&������������	����!	���'�	������������
.��!������&���
�������  ���� ����	������!	��'&������ ������
�%'	���������)���	����	)����������������'��������'��� ���	����

������ ��	�����&��'���������������%�	���*���	����� � ����	�����&����)� ����������&� ����* 	����� �"
�'�����&�'������%-)��+
�����'���&��� *�����������)�����������!�������&�-)���%���	����'�������������
�'�����)��'�������� �&���	 �������'��� !�'��*���� �&�%�� *���
���'!�)���%'����! ����*������
����!���������) �������'��������'���)�/������� ��	���'�����&�'��&��%�)�� )�3�	������ ����������	

������
Jean Guillermand, “La vision de la guerre de Crimée du médecin inspecteur Lucien Baudens”, in: Roger Durand, Jacques 
Meurant, eds, Préludes et pionniers, les précurseurs de la Croix-Rouge, Henry Dunant Society, Geneva, 1991, pp. 
159-176, at p. 159. 
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�'
�����%������0������ 	 ������	���������'��	����*�����'��!	�����
�� ���	����'	�
����	���)�-)����	������������))�-	�%�����	���	���
������	��	�8�)��'����'����� )

�� �	������������'� �����'���*��'����!�����
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�%���
��	���������������	�������������)�%���������������  ��!	)���'��	����*����
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�2'���*��'����!����'�* ������'������
����&�	����'����� ������'��	�*�'��	���

�-) �%��������
 ��	 �'�� �%&� ����� ����	� �/ 	� ����� �%+�
��1
��)�� �%'���� ��)� ��* �	�� �%�� �&�
 ���!�� ��� 
 ��� �'��	����


� “Une mission médicale à l’Armée d’Orient”, Revue des Deux Mondes, XXVIIth year, February 1857,pp. 876-908,
 at pp. 881-882; Guillermand, op. cit., p. 170.

�� Guillermand, op. cit., p. 173.

�����
��+���*�-�� �%��������)�����!�������-	�3�������	��-�
)
����!��)�	���������)��-
�������1 �(
0��	�������!���'��&� ����	� �����������%�����	*��

 Henry Dunant, A Memory of Solferino, ICRC, Geneva, 1986, p. 16 (Original French edition, 1862).

��  Ibid., pp. 115-117; p. 126.
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������*���� �	�������!���� 
����������!��	���&������	��0�1
��� ���� ���������
 ����* ��������1 �2��� � ��	 �����	�� ���
��
������� �'����������������
	��)�� 	��-�� ��	������	 ������
���) ��� ��� �%���! ������ ��&�� ��	� �� ) �%��	� �'*�� �� 
� ����
�������� ���	�%������������������	�����������!���!����	������

#0�������������)��+��� �

����������
� �'��	 ���* �+�
��� �����!� ���� �'����* �'��	 �������� ��� �'����������
2	���'������)���)����9	��0����������*��������

���
��-)���������!	��%��9	��0��������*���* �	�%������!	�����1
�$0�'��	���*�	���������������

�� 
��������!	���������	��������%��������������������!��������-�������
��-)�
2������ ����!	����������������������	���!���

���* �'� ���������
 �%��!	 ���!�� �� 
) �%����� ��� ������ � ��)�1

�� Jean S. Pictet, ed., “Unpublished documents relative to the founding of the Red Cross, Minutes of the Committee of 
Five,” Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, English supplement, Vol. II, No. 3, March 1949, p. 127; Procès-verbaux 
des séances du Comité international de la Croix-Rouge, 17 février 1863 – 28 août 1914, ed. Jean-François Pitteloud, 
with Caroline Barnes and Françoise Dubosson, Geneva, ICRC and Henry Dunant Society, 1999, p. 18. 
����
 ������������ ����'�������������� ����!	��'�� �/ 	������!��	�����
����������� �%��� �����)
�%������ ����!	���� ��%����� ���)������%�&�����������
�%��!����!���� �
�����*� �	����� ���������

�'��	����'���� ��'�
���� 	�%'��	�*�'��	����'������

�� Compte rendu de la Conférence internationale réunie à Genève les 26, 27, 28, 29 octobre 1863 pour étudier les moyens 
de pourvoir à l’insuffisance du service sanitaire dans les armées en campagne (Report on the International Conference 
held in Geneva on 26, 27, 28 and 29 October 1863 to examine ways of remedying shortcomings in the medical services 
of armies in the field), Imprimerie Fick, Geneva, 1863 (hereinafter “Compte rendu 1863”), p. 16.

#� Ibid., p. 118.

�$� Ibid., p. 119.
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�����%�����%��� �����������������������* )��� ����'��	����*������ �	�����������
��������� 	������+��
����&�������������*����
���!	���!���� 
�/ 	��-��*���	�%�	��

2������
�&�	��""�'�� 

�����*� �'�
���� 	 �%'���! ���� ����� �/ �	� ���!	 ���!�� ��&�1
�'�������&
����	�'&��'�	����&�������)������ ������������������
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�����	�*���������
���0�����������'��	���*��	�������������
������&�����

����%��*�!����� ��� ��������� ��!	)���!	���!���� 
�����*� �	�! *����!�)� �-)�
���&����	�������� ����!	��'�
���� 	�%'��	����'��������)�!�������� 

��!����� 
��%���
�������	����������'�������������������)����	��	���� ��������
 
.�����'�� ������	���!���.����������	 ����������) 
 �������������'��	����*�����

��� Ibid., p. 148; Handbook of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, International Committee of the 
Red Cross and International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 13th ed., Geneva, 1994 (hereinafter 
“Handbook”), p. 614; Dietrich Schindler, Jiri Toman, eds, The Laws of Armed Conflicts: A Collection of Conventions, 
Resolutions and other Documents, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Dordrecht/Henry Dunant Institute, Geneva, 1988 
(hereinafter “The Laws of Armed Conflicts”), p. 276.

�"� Compte rendu 1863, p. 149; Handbook, op. cit., p. 615; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 277.

�
� Compte rendu de la Conférence internationale pour la Neutralisation du Service de Santé militaire en Campagne 
(Report on the International Conference for the Neutralization of Army Medical Services in the Field), Geneva, 8-22 
August 1864, handwritten copy in the ICRC library (hereinafter Compte rendu 1864), Annex A, Art. 9. This report is also 
reproduced in G. F. de Martens, ed., Nouveau Recueil général de Traités,�Vol. XX, pp. 375-399.

��� Compte rendu 1864, Annex B, Art. 7; Handbook, op. cit., insert between pages 20 and 21; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, 
p. 281.
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�-�� ��%/���������)�-�� 1
�������������!����� �
��� 
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"$0���	�*�����	����

���*�!������� ��)� 
���#$������������������'&���#$������##����&	����������%�	��'�

��� Dispatch from the Sublime Porte to the Federal Council, 16 November 1876, Bulletin international des Sociétés de  
Secours aux Militaires blessés, No. 29, January 1877, p. 36.

��� Dispatch from the Federal Council to the Sublime Porte, 2 June 1877, ibid., No. 31, July 1877, pp. 90-91.

��� Letters from Dr Dicran Péchedimaldji, member of the Board of the Ottoman Red Crescent Society, to Gustave Moynier, 
President of the ICRC, 17 August and 12 November 1876, ICRC Archives, Ancien fonds, correspondence received.

�#� Circular of 30 April 1877, Bulletin international des Sociétés de Secours aux Militaires blessés, No. 30, April 1877, p. 
39.

"$� Geneva Convention of 6 July 1906, Art. 18, Actes de la Conférence de Révision réunie à Genève du 11 juin au 6 juillet 
1906, Imprimerie Henri Jarrys, Geneva, 1906, p. 286; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 306.
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�� !�  ������� �'�!��� ��	 �����!� ��!�� ��� ��� �%�#"#�� ���! ���!�� ������ ��� 	
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����)���������-)�����	��� ��'��* ���'�
����%'�������'���*�������	���'����
�	����������� �����	�'�� 
��)����&����%'� ��	��� �������	��� 
��%'��	����
�
.��	�'�������!	��""��� &� �������������-���'����� ����������'������&�����)������
��	�����&��%��&� ��� 
������ ��� ��� ���) �-	�%'������������� �������� �����!��'�)
�����	�������������	��������� ����'�� 
����)�����������	������ ���������&��!�

��'����� ��'����!�)

�'���*�����'�* ������������#"#�������"��'�� ��������� 	�����#�+��
�������	*���
2������������	�*����� �'���!�

��������'��	���*�����& ��� 
��	�� ���� �%/��������������	)1
���!����� �
)��� 
)�%'��������'���*��-�����-�� ����� ��%���

�'����� ���!�)�����	�����������
����	� ��	 �%'��	� ���
� �� 
� ���) ���� �� � ���*�	� �'��	
�� 
 ����� �%'��	� ���*� �'�� � �%��� ���� ��� �'� ��	� �� ���

"�� The Proceedings of the Hague Peace Conferences: The Conference of 1899, Translation of the official texts, prepared 
in the Division of International Law of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace under the supervision of James 
Brown Scott, Oxford University Press, New York, London, Toronto, Melbourne and Bombay, 1920, pp. 247-250, 
453-454, 461-462 and 388; Actes de la Conférence de Révision réunie à Genève du 11 juin au 6 juillet 1906, pp. 160-163, 
175, 260, 271, 286 and 292; The Proceedings of the Hague Peace Conferences: The Conference of 1907, Translation of 
the official texts, prepared in the Division of International Law of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace under 
the supervision of James Brown Scott, Oxford University Press, New York, London, Toronto, Melbourne and Bombay, 
1920, 3 vols, Vol. I, Plenary sessions, pp. 62-65, 651 and 702; Vol. III, Second, Third and Fourth Committees, pp. 292, 
296-299 and 560-564.

""� Actes de la Conférence diplomatique de Genève de 1929, Imprimerie du Journal de Genève, Geneva,1930, pp. 
248-249.
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��� ����������������� ������
�'�	������	)�%'��	����#�+��
����!�
��� ����	)�������%��!���%-)������� ���	���)
������ ��� ���������������������)��'	���	��������%�#"#����������'������������	
�'�����'&������-)���*������� ��'��	����
����!�� ����!	������  ���� ���	�%'�� 

���������%�des Gouttes� ���& ������� �%������� �������)����)� ��
��)������� ����� �

"���#
$���'��	����*������ �	�������������������'
������#"#��� 	�

�%�������������������������	��������������#"#��������������/ �	���������%��� ��)�
��������������	��� ��������+	��)����*���������-	�%'��* ��
��

�%��������	��	������	�����
�����!����2	������������	����*�����)���!	�������
��� � ������ ��!��� ����� ����� ���*���� �	� �'���! �'�� 
� ���)� ����� �'��* � �
��
��� �� �	����� ������ �!��� ��#
��� �%'� 	� ����� ��� �-����� ����� ������ ������
����
�"(%'��	������& �	������	�� � ��� 
��������������
����&	�� ������'��	����*�
������"���� !	�	�<;!�6 ��� ��	����������&	����)����
��&�	����  ��������#
(���
.�&	���) ������'����� �����	������ �'��	����*������ �	�������������
��'��� �
���)����	��)����#"#��� 	������ ����)�������	 ������� 
����!���-)��%����!�����

�"����������������	�����

"
� Ibid., p. 666; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 330.

�������������	��������� ��� 	��+��*����*���%�� ��%� �����	�&�!�'	��-)��'���) ���!�	�%'��1 �"�
��0��
�����������������&������!� �%��
��� ����

 Paul des Gouttes, La Convention de Genève du 27 juillet 1929, Commentaire, ICRC, Geneva, p. 149.

�'����� ���� ��)�� ������ ��)�)��������'��	������& ������	��������
�����&	��� �� ����� 
� �"(
���� ����)��!	������ ����)����� ��!	��%�����&�������'�!�� �

�-���������  ���������������%����������	&�	����*��������������'��	��&
 ������*����� 
� �"�
��	�'&���%���	&�	�����&	������������'��	����*������ �	����������� ���������������	
�������� �� ��! �&���	� ��������0mehrab1���� ���0� ��	����������&	0)����&	������ �
���������������)�'&�	����%��) �����)������������������* �%�����' �	��&�������%����! �&�3�&
 �

�'��)�'� �
� �

"�� Letter from Dr M. Levontin, President of the Magen David Adom, to the ICRC, 20 July 1931, and letter from 
the ICRC to Dr Levontin, 18 July 1931, ICRC Archives, file CR 195. Letter from Ali Mohammad, Afghan envoy 
to London, to the ICRC, 27 December 1935; letter from Professor Max Huber, President of the ICRC, to Ali 
Mohammed, 20 January 1936; letter from Ali Mohammad to Max Huber, 21 February 1936; letter from Max Huber 
to Ali Mohammad, 16 April 1936; letter from Ali Mohammad to Max Huber, 23 July 1936, ICRC Archives, file B 
CR00/2, Afghanistan.
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"#��	�� ��+
���������������%'��� ���������%����� �������"����

�'���*� ��� �'�* ������ ��#�# ��
�&�	� ��"� ������ ��� 	 ��� �
� �+��
 ����� ��	*���
��� )��#"#��� 	�����#�+��
�������!��%����������'����� ����!�)�����	���� �'���!�

2��� ����� 

��������'��	���*�����& ��� 
��	�� ���� �%/��������������	)1
���!����� �
)��� 
)�%'��������'���*��-�����-�� ����� ��%���

�'����� ���!�)�����	�����������

����	� ��	 �%'��	� ���
� �%� 
) ���) ���� �� � ���*�	� �'��	

"�� Final Record of the Diplomatic Conference of Geneva of 1949, Federal Political Department, Bern, 1949, 4 vols 
(hereinafter “Final Record 1949”), Vol. II-A, pp. 89-92 and 187.

"#� Final Record 1949, Vol. II-B, pp. 223-232 and 255-262.
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 ËÙ˘Ó‰ Ï˘ ÂÁÂ˙ÈÙÏÂ ˘„ÁÓ Â¯Â¯˘È‡Ï ˙ÈËÓÂÏÙÈ„‰ ‰„ÈÚÂÂ‰ Æ∂
®±π∑∑≠±π∑¥ ¨‰·ßÊ© ÈÓÂ‡ÏÈ·‰ È¯ËÈÓÂ‰‰

�%� �	����������� ������� ������!���������! �������	����� ���������������-�� �
�'��� �����������*���%'��	��������& �� 
���� �	�������)�����)�����
��������	���

2��	��

�� 
)��� ����	* ����)������������'��	��������& �����'�� �1


$� Final Record 1949, Vol. I, p. 213; Handbook, op. cit., p. 37; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 388.
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.�	���� �
�����&�����
�	��	���)���	�����)�'	����&���
��-��1
�� 
) �'��	 ���� ��& � ��	��� �� ��� �%�� 	� ��� �'�� 
�� ���!


�� Official Records of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, Geneva, 1974-1977, Federal Republic Department, Bern, 1978, 17 vols, Vol. III, p. 
14.


"� Ibid., Vol. IX, pp. 462-467.



� The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 576; “Adoption of the red crescent by the Islamic Republic of Iran”, International 
Review of the Red Cross (hereinafter IRRC), No. 219, November-December 1980, pp. 316-317. 
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��  Final Record 1949, Vol. II-B, p. 534; for the text of the Israeli reservation, see ibid., Vol. I, p. 348.


(� Ibid., Vol II-B, p. 534.


�� Federal Political Department, report on deposit of instruments of ratification by the United States of America, 
authenticated copy of 8 August 1955. 

����� 	� ��!	��)��������)��'	�� ����&�����!�
��
�2'&���

United Nations Treaty Series, Vol. 213, pp. 379-384; Leon Friedman, ed., The Law of War: A Documentary History, 
Vol. I, Random House, New York, 1972, pp. 568-569; The Laws of Armed Conflicts, p. 590; Richard R. Baxter, 
“The Geneva Conventions of 1949 before the United States Senate”, American Journal of International Law, Vol. 
49, No. 4, October 1955, pp. 550-555, at p. 554.
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�� Letter and annex addressed to the ICRC on 14 May 1993 by Dr Asylbek Konakbaev, Chairman of the Kazakh Red 
Crescent and Red Cross Society. 


#� Decree No. 863 by the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and draft law No. 12/4287 of 26 June 2001.

�$� Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan: “On the emblem and distinctive sign of the sanitary services of the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan”, 14 December 2001, No. 268-11 3RK, published in Kazakhstanskaya Pravda (the official 
bulletin of the Republic of Kazakhstan) on 20 December 2001, ICRC Archives, file 122.11-KZ.
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��� Recognition of the Kazakh Red Crescent Society, Circular No. 606 addressed to the Central Committees of the 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 24 November 2003.

�"� State of Eritrea, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Instrument of accession to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949, 29 July 2000; Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Notification to the Governments of the States parties to 
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of War Victims: Accession by Eritrea, 4 September 
2000, ICRC Archives, file 121.11ER.
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��� Quatrième Conférence internationale des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge tenue à Carlsruhe du 22 au 27 septembre 1887, 
Compte rendu, Central Committee of the German Red Cross Associations, Berlin, 1887, p. 90. 
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�(� Organisation générale et Programme de la Croix-Rouge, 2nd ed., Geneva, 1898, pp.25-26. 
���#�"����International Red Cross Handbook���������������!�	 �������� ���)��� 
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��� Report on the Work of the Preliminary Conference of National Red Cross Societies for the Study of the Conventions 
and of Various Problems relative to the Red Cross, ICRC,�Geneva, 1947, pp. 133-136. 

�'��	����
���'��	����*������&	������ �	��������*�����'��) ���

��� Seventeenth International Red Cross Conference, Stockholm, 1948, Report, Swedish Red Cross, pp. 77-78 and 
89-90.

�#� Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (adopted by the 25th International Conference 
of the Red Cross, Geneva, October 1986), Article 4, IRRC, No. 256, January-February 1987, p. 25 ff.; Handbook, 
op. cit., p. 415 ff.
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#$� Closing statement by the Chair (unofficial translation of the French original), 13 September 2005.

#�� Memorandum of Understanding between Magen David Adom in Israel and the Palestine Red Crescent Society, and 
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#"� Council of Delegates, Seoul, 16-18 November 2005, “Draft Resolution: Follow-up to Resolution 5 of the Council of 
Delegates in 2003, Emblem,” Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Seoul, November 2005; IRRC, 
No. 860, December 2005, p. 768.
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� Memorandum of Understanding between Magen David Adom in Israel and the Palestine Red Crescent Society, and 
Agreement on Operational Arrangements, signed in Geneva on 28 November 2005; declarations by Dr. Noam Yifrach, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Magen David Adom and by Mr. Younis al-Khatib, President of the Palestine 
Red Crescent Society, 28 November 2005.
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�$"�Convocation to the 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 16 December 2005, Geneva, 
ICRC – International Federation.

�$
�Proposed amendments to the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 16 December 
2005, annex to the Convocation to the 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 16 
December 2005, Geneva, ICRC – International Federation.

�$��Twenty-Ninth Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Draft resolution (REV 2), presented jointly by the 
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 18 June 2006.

�$(�Convocation to the 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 16 December 2005, Geneva, 
ICRC – International Federation.
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�$��Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding and the 
Agreement on Operational Arrangements between the Magen David Adom in Israel and the Palestine Red crescent 
Society signed on 28 November 2005, Monitoring Report of Switzerland, 29th International Conference of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent, Geneva, 20-21 June 2006. 

2����������!����+��
��'����� ���	�'�	�� ��$�
Handbook, op. cit., pp. 421-422.

�$#� ICRC Archives, Procés-verbaux de l’Assemblleé du CICR (ICRC Assembly summary reports), meetings of 26 and 
27 April 2006, item 10.

��$ ICRC Golan Emergency and Diagnostic Center, 2 June 2006.

���� Twenty-ninth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 20-21 June 2006, Agenda and 
Programme, adopted by the Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
Resolution 1, 19 June 2006. Twenty-ninth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 20-21 
June 2006, Proposal of Persons to Fill Posts at the 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent, endorsed by the Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
Resolution 2, 19 June 2006.
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��"�Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, statement by Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey on the 
opening of the 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, Geneva, 20 June 2006. ICRC 
Archives, file B AI 2006 231-16.
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����Proposal from the governments of Pakistan and Tunisia, 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent, Amendments to the draft resolutions of 9 June 2006, 18 and 19 June 2006.
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����Legal opinion on the question of whether the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
can be amended before the Third Additional Protocol has entered into force, 20 June 2006. ICRC Archives, file B 
AI 2006 231-151.

����Legal position of the Arab group and the Organisation of the Islamic Conference relative to the item on the 
amendment of the Statutes of the Movement, 21 June 2006. ICRC Archives, file B AI 2006 231 121/3.

����   Council of Delegates, Seoul, November 2005, Resolution 5, IRRC, No. 860, December 2005, p. 768.
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��#�Twenty-ninth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, statement by Ambassador Philippe 
Cuvillier, the Standing Commission’s special representative on the emblem, 20 June 2006, ICRC Archives, file B 
AI 2006 231-16.
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�"$� “Majdal Shams Hospital” project, occupied Golan: ICRC statement, Statement to the 29th International Conference 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent by ICRC President Dr Jakob Kellenberger, 20 June 2006, on the establishment 
of an emergency and diagnostic centre at Majdal Shams (http://www.gva.icrc.priv/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/
conference29-statement-200606?opendocument) ICRC Archives, file B AI 2006 231-121/2.

�"�� Twenty-ninth International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, statement by Ambassador Didier Pfirter, 20 
June 2006, ICRC Archives, file B AI 2006 231-121/1�

�"" Handbook, op. cit. p. 442.
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�"�� ICRC press release No. 06/65, International conference paves way for red crystal, 22 June 2006.
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�"��Press release No. 48/06 of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, “The International 

Federation admits two new National Societies,” 22 June 2006.
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Annex to resolution 1

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTES
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND

RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT

Statutes of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement

Title

Complete as follows the parenthesis below the title (adopted by the Twenty-
fifth International Conference of the Red Cross at Geneva in 1986, amended
in 1995 and 2006)

Article 3

Replace as follows the last sentence of Article 3, paragraph 2: “They also co-
operate with their governments to ensure respect for international humanitar-
ian law and to protect the distinctive emblems recognized by the Geneva
Conventions and their Additional Protocols.”

Article 4

Replace as follows Article 4, paragraph 5: “5. Use a name and distinctive
emblem in conformity with the Geneva Conventions and their Additional
Protocols.”

Article 21

Replace as follows Article 21, paragraph 2: “2. The present amended Statutes
shall enter into force on 22 June 2006.”
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guided by the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in
particular the Principle of Universality,

1. adopts the draft amendments to the Statutes of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement annexed hereto;

2. decides that the Third Protocol emblem will henceforth be designated as
the “red crystal”,

3. requests the International Committee of the Red Cross to recognize the
Palestine Red Crescent Society, and requests the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to admit this Society as a member.

xli
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ANNEX 10

29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Geneva, 20-22 June 2006

Resolution 1

The 29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent,

noting the report of the Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent on the follow up to resolution 3 of the 28th International
Conference,

taking account of the Third Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions
adopted on 8 December 2005 in Geneva, and of the Final Act of the
Diplomatic Conference on the emblem,

acknowledging that the Memorandum of Understanding signed on
28 November 2005 and referred to in paragraph 15 of the Final Act of the
Diplomatic Conference was concluded in an effort to facilitate the adoption of
the Third Protocol and to pave the way for the membership of both signatory
societies in the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,

considering the unique and special situation of the Palestine Red Crescent
Society,

emphasizing that the recognition and admission of the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society do not under any circumstances create a precedent for any
other entity or territory,

xl
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Incorporation in accordance

with art. 3

ANNEX

Third Protocol Emblem 
(Article 2, paragraph 2 and Article 3, paragraph 1 of the Protocol)

Article 1 – Distinctive emblem

Article 2 – Indicative use of the third Protocol emblem

xxxix
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Article 16 – Registration

1. After its entry into force, this Protocol shall be transmitted by the
depositary to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration
and publication, in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

2. The depositary shall also inform the Secretariat of the United
Nations of all ratifications, accessions and denunciations received by
it with respect to this Protocol.

Article 17 – Authentic texts

The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
depositary, which shall transmit certified true copies thereof to all the Parties
to the Geneva Conventions.

xxxviii
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2. The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the depositary,
which shall transmit it to all the High Contracting Parties.

3. The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing
Party.

4. Any denunciation under paragraph 1 shall not affect the obligations
already incurred, by reason of the armed conflict or occupation,
under this Protocol by such denouncing Party in respect of any act
committed before this denunciation becomes effective.

Article 15 – Notifications

The depositary shall inform the High Contracting Parties as well as the Parties
to the Geneva Conventions, whether or not they are signatories of this
Protocol, of:

a) signatures affixed to this Protocol and the deposit ofi nstruments of
ratification and accession under Articles 8, 9 and 10;

b) the date of entry into force of this Protocol under Article 11 within
ten days of said entry into force;

c) communications received under Article 13;

d) denunciations under Article 14.

xxxvii

A N N E X  9

4e protocole_ANG_int.qxd  8.5.2007  10:19  Page 103



Article 12 – Treaty relations upon entry into force of this Protocol

1. When the Parties to the Geneva Conventions are also Parties to this
Protocol, the Conventions shall apply as supplemented by this Protocol.

2. When one of the Parties to the conflict is not bound by this Protocol,
the Parties to the Protocol shall remain bound by it in their mutual
relations. They shall furthermore be bound by this Protocol in rela-
tion to each of the Parties which are not bound by it, if the latter
accepts and applies the provisions thereof.

Article 13 – Amendment

1. Any High Contracting Party may propose amendments to this
Protocol. The text of any proposed amendment shall be communi-
cated to the depositary, which shall decide, after consultation with all
the High Contracting Parties, the International Committee of the
Red Cross and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, whether a conference should be convened to con-
sider the proposed amendment.

2. The depositary shall invite to that conference all the High Contracting
Parties as well as the Parties to the Geneva Conventions, whether or
not they are signatories of this Protocol.

Article 14 – Denunciation

1. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce this Protocol, the
denunciation shall only take effect one year after receipt of the instru-
ment of denunciation. If, however, on the expiry of that year the
denouncing Party is engaged in a situation of armed conflict or occu-
pation, the denunciation shall not take effect before the end of the
armed conflict or occupation.

xxxvi
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Article 8 – Signature

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the Parties to the Geneva
Conventions on the day ofi ts adoption and will remain open for a period of
twelve months.

Article 9 – Ratification

This Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instruments of ratifica-
tion shall be deposited with the Swiss Federal Council, depositary of the
Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocols.

Article 10 – Accession

This Protocol shall be open for accession by any Party to the Geneva
Conventions which has not signed it. The instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the depositary.

Article 11 – Entry into force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force six months after two instruments
of ratification or accession have been deposited.

2. For each Party to the Geneva Conventions thereafter ratifying or
acceding to this Protocol, it shall enter into force six months after the
deposit by such Party ofi ts instrument of ratification or accession.

xxxv
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Article 6 – Prevention and repression of misuse

1. The provisions of the Geneva Conventions and, where applicable, the
1977 Additional Protocols, governing prevention and repression of
misuse of the distinctive emblems shall apply equally to the third
Protocol emblem. In particular, the High Contracting Parties shall
take measures necessary for the prevention and repression, at all times,
of any misuse of the distinctive emblems mentioned in Articles 1 and 2
and their designations, including the perfidious use and the use of any
sign or designation constituting an imitation thereof.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 above, High Contracting Parties may
permit prior users of the third Protocol emblem, or of any sign con-
stituting an imitation thereof, to continue such use, provided that the
said use shall not be such as would appear, in time of armed conflict,
to confer the protection of the Geneva Conventions and, where
applicable, the 1977 Additional Protocols, and provided that the
rights to such use were acquired before the adoption of this Protocol.

Article 7 – Dissemination

The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace as in time of armed
conflict, to disseminate this Protocol as widely as possible in their respective
countries and, in particular, to include the study thereofi n their programmes
of military instruction and to encourage the study thereof by the civilian pop-
ulation, so that this instrument may become known to the armed forces and
to the civilian population.

xxxiv
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2. A National Society which chooses to incorporate within the third
Protocol emblem another emblem in accordance with paragraph 1
above, may, in conformity with national legislation, use the designa-
tion of that emblem and display it within its national territory.

3. National Societies may, in accordance with national legislation and
in exceptional circumstances and to facilitate their work, make tem-
porary use of the distinctive emblem referred to in Article 2 of this
Protocol.

4. This Article does not affect the legal status of the distinctive emblems
recognized in the Geneva Conventions and in this Protocol, nor does
it affect the legal status of any particular emblem when incorporated
for indicative purposes in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 4 – International Committee of the Red Cross and International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

The International Committee of the Red Cross and the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and their duly authorized
personnel, may use, in exceptional circumstances and to facilitate their work,
the distinctive emblem referred to in Article 2 of this Protocol.

Article 5 – Missions under United Nations auspices

The medical services and religious personnel participating in operations
under the auspices of the United Nations may, with the agreement of partici-
pating States, use one of the distinctive emblems mentioned in Articles 1 and 2.

xxxiii
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3. The conditions for use of and respect for the third Protocol emblem
are identical to those for the distinctive emblems established by the
Geneva Conventions and, where applicable, the 1977 Additional
Protocols.

4. The medical services and religious personnel of armed forces of High
Contracting Parties may, without prejudice to their current emblems,
make temporary use of any distinctive emblem referred to in para-
graph 1 of this Article where this may enhance protection.

Article 3 – Indicative use of the third Protocol emblem

1. National Societies of those High Contracting Parties which decide to
use the third Protocol emblem may, in using the emblem in con-
formity with relevant national legislation, choose to incorporate
within it, for indicative purposes:

a) a distinctive emblem recognized by the Geneva Conventions or
a combination of these emblems; or

b) another emblem which has been in effective use by a High
Contracting Party and was the subject of a communication to
the other High Contracting Parties and the International
Committee of the Red Cross through the depositary prior to the
adoption of this Protocol.

Incorporation shall conform to the illustration in the Annex to this
Protocol.
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(PP10) Noting the determination of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
to retain their current names and emblems,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1 – Respect for and scope of application of this Protocol

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure
respect for this Protocol in all circumstances.

2. This Protocol reaffirms and supplements the provisions of the four
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 (“the Geneva Conventions”)
and, where applicable, of their two Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977
(“the 1977 Additional Protocols”) relating to the distinctive emblems,
namely the red cross, the red crescent and the red lion and sun, and shall
apply in the same situations as those referred to in these provisions.

Article 2 – Distinctive emblems

1. This Protocol recognizes an additional distinctive emblem in addition
to, and for the same purposes as, the distinctive emblems of the Geneva
Conventions. The distinctive emblems shall enjoy equal status.

2. This additional distinctive emblem, composed of a red frame in the
shape of a square on edge on a white ground, shall conform to the
illustration in the Annex to this Protocol. This distinctive emblem is
referred to in this Protocol as the “third Protocol emblem”.

xxxi
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(PP2) Desiring to supplement the aforementioned provisions so as to enhance
their protective value and universal character,

(PP3) Noting that this Protocol is without prejudice to the recognized right
of High Contracting Parties to continue to use the emblems they are
using in conformity with their obligations under the Geneva
Conventions and, where applicable, the Protocols additional thereto,

(PP4) Recalling that the obligation to respect persons and objects protected
by the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols additional thereto
derives from their protected status under international law and is not
dependent on use of the distinctive emblems, signs or signals,

(PP5) Stressing that the distinctive emblems are not intended to have any
religious, ethnic, racial, regional or political significance,

(PP6) Emphasizing the importance of ensuring full respect for the obliga-
tions relating to the distinctive emblems recognized in the Geneva
Conventions, and, where applicable, the Protocols additional thereto,

(PP7) Recalling that Article 44 of the First Geneva Convention makes the
distinction between the protective use and the indicative use of the
distinctive emblems,

(PP8) Recalling further that National Societies undertaking activities on the
territory of another State must ensure that the emblems they intend
to use within the framework of such activities may be used in the
country where the activity takes place and in the country or countries
of transit,

(PP9) Recognizing the difficulties that certain States and National Societies
may have with the use of the existing distinctive emblems,
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Protocol additional
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

and relating to the Adoption
of an Additional Distinctive Emblem 

(Protocol III)

Preamble

The High Contracting Parties,

(PP1) Reaffirming the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949
(in particular Articles 26, 38, 42 and 44 of the First Geneva Convention)
and, where applicable, their Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977 (in par-
ticular Articles 18 and 38 of Additional Protocol I and Article 12 of
Additional Protocol II), concerning the use of distinctive emblems,

xxix
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ANNEX 9

Protocol additional
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

and relating to the Adoption
of an Additional Distinctive Emblem 

(Protocol III)

Geneva, 8 December 2005

xxviii

R E D  C R O S S , R E D  C R E S C E N T, R E D  C R Y S TA L

4e protocole_ANG_int.qxd  8.5.2007  10:19  Page 94



24. Upon the proposal ofi ts President, the Conference mandated the deposi-
tary of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols to
establish the Final Act of the Conference. The President then closed the
Conference on 8 December 2005.

25. Protocol III was opened for signature subject to ratification on the same
day, in accordance with its provisions under Article 8. It will remain open
for signature subject to ratification at the Swiss Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs, Berne, until 7 December 2006, whereupon it will be opened
for accession in accordance with its provisions under Article 10.

26. After entry into force, Protocol III shall be transmitted by the deposi-
tary to the Secretary General of the United Nations for registration and
publication.

27. This Final Act has been established by the depositary of the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols in conformity with
the mandate given by the Conference on 8 December 2005.

DONE at Berne on 31 January 2006 in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish, the original and the accompanying documents to be deposited in
the archives of the Swiss Confederation.

xxvii
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19. Explanations of vote were made by the delegations of India, Chile,
Colombia, the Russian Federation, Brazil and Venezuela.

20. Having failed to gain the necessary two-thirds majority, the amendments,
in accordance with Article 37 para. 2 of the rules of procedure, were thus
rejected by the Conference.

21. At the request of the Syrian Arab Republic, Protocol III was then put to a
roll-call vote with the following results:

521tsac setoV
Votes in favour of the adoption of Protocol III: 98

72:III locotorPfo noitpoda eht tsniaga setoV
01snoitnetsbA

Required 2/3 majority to accept Protocol III
in accordance with Art. 37 para. 1 of the rules of procedure 84

22. Explanations of vote were made by the delegations of the People’s Republic
of China, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Lebanon, Singapore, the Russian Federation, Kenya, Turkey,
the Holy See, Pakistan, the Arab Republic of Egypt and Israel.

23. Having thus obtained the necessary two-thirds majority in accordance
with Article 37 para. 1 of the rules of procedure, the Conference adopted
on 8 December 2005 the Third Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an
Additional Distinctive Emblem whose certified true copies of the English,
French and Spanish texts are annexed to this Final Act (Annex 4). 128

xxvi
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15. The President informed the Conference that, following the Informal
Discussions among High Contracting Parties on 12-13 September 2005,
Switzerland, as the depositary of the Geneva Conventions, had conducted
intensive consultations. These latter led to the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) and an Agreement on Operational Arrangements
(AoA) between Magen David Adom in Israel (MDA) and the Palestine
Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on 28 November 2005 in Geneva, which
were concluded in an effort to facilitate the adoption of Protocol III and
to pave the way for the admission of both societies to the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement at the next International
Conference of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent.

16. The Conference was also informed that Switzerland accepts to monitor the
implementation of the MoU and the AoA, in close cooperation with the
ICRC and the IFRC and with respect for their mandates, as well as to report
to the next International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

17. The President of the Credentials Committee presented its report: The
Committee proposed to accept the credentials of 144 delegations, entit-
ling them to take part in the voting. The Conference adopted the
Committee’s report, thus closing the debate under agenda item 9.

18. In accordance with agenda item 10, the Conference proceeded to the
adoption of Protocol III. The delegations of Pakistan and Yemen had pre-
viously proposed thirteen amendments, which enjoyed the support of
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) countries. At the request of
Pakistan, a roll-call vote was held on these amendments to the Protocol III
as a whole with the following results:

701tsac setoV
53:stnemdnema ehtfo ruovaf ni setoV
27:stnemdnema eht tsniaga setoV
92snoitnetsbA

Required 2/3 majority to accept the amendments 
in accordance with Art. 37 para. 2 of the rules of procedure 72
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12. Under agenda items 7 and 8, the Conference established the following
organs in accordance with its rules of procedure:

General Committee: The President of the Conference, the Vice-
Presidents of the Conference, the Chairpersons
of the Drafting Committee and of the Credentials
Committee and the Secretary General.

Drafting Committee: South Africa (chair), Brazil, Costa Rica, Ethiopia,
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Japan, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal,
Slovenia, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United
Kingdom, the United States of America.

Credentials Committee: Chile (chair), Australia, Canada, the Republic of
the Congo, Guatemala, Republic of Korea,
Madagascar, the Syrian Arab Republic, Ukraine.

13. Under agenda item 9, the Conference held a general debate during which
statements were made by representatives of 57 High Contracting Parties,
some of whom spoke on behalf of groups of States. The Conference also
heard statements by observers and by participants invited in an expert
capacity.

14. The Conference heard statements by the ICRC and the IFRC concerning
the name of the additional emblem. Although Protocol III referred to the
additional emblem as the “third Protocol emblem”, the ICRC and the
IFRC informed the Conference that the designation “red crystal” had
gained currency and would be introduced formally at the next
International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.
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5. The Conference had before it a draft of Protocol III prepared by the ICRC
in consultation with the IFRC, following discussions within a Joint
Working Group established by the Standing Commission of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent pursuant to the mandate assigned to it by Resolution 3
of the 27th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
and subsequent consultations, and circulated on 12 October 2000 by
the depositary.

6. Under agenda item 1, the Secretary General of the Conference, Ambassador
Didier Pfirter (Switzerland) opened the Conference on 5 December 2005.

7. Under agenda item 2, Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey, Head of the
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Jakob Kellenberger,
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, made opening
statements.

8. Under agenda item 3, the Conference then proceeded to the election of
Ambassador Blaise Godet, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the
United Nations Office in Geneva, as its President.

9. Under agenda item 4, the Conference adopted its rules of procedure based
on the draft rules transmitted on 30 May 2005 by the depositary to the
High Contracting Parties of the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

10. Under agenda item 5, the Conference approved the draft agenda presented
by the depositary (Annex 3).

11. Under agenda item 6, the Conference elected the representatives of the
following High Contracting Parties as Vice-Presidents: Afghanistan,
Austria, Chile, the People’s Republic of China, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Croatia, Ecuador, Ghana, Honduras, the Republic of Korea,
Libya, Mauritania, Mexico, Nepal, Norway, the Russian Federation, Pakistan,
Slovakia, Spain, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Uganda, the United States of America.

xxiii
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ANNEX 8

Final Act of the Diplomatic Conference
on the Adoption of the Third Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

and relating to the Adoption of 
an Additional Distinctive Emblem 

(Protocol III)

1. The Diplomatic Conference convened by the Swiss Federal Council, as
the depositary of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional
Protocols of 1977, with a view to adopting the Third Protocol Additional
to the Geneva Conventions, and relating to the Adoption of an Additional
Distinctive Emblem (Protocol III), was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from
5 to 8 December 2005.

2. The delegations of 144 High Contracting Parties to the Geneva
Conventions participated in the Conference. The list of participating High
Contracting Parties is enclosed in Annex 1.

3. The list of observers who were present at the Conference is enclosed in
Annex 2.

4. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the International
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the
Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent participated in
the work of the Conference as experts.
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Additional Protocol, also facilitate their humanitarian task. The
Memorandum of Understanding starts with the following words: “Magen
David Adom in Israel and the Palestine Red Crescent Society, in an effort to
facilitate the adoption of the Third Additional Protocol to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and to pave the way for the membership of both societies
in the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement;…”. The ICRC, the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the
Standing Commission support these objectives. I hope this Conference will
do so as well.

In the interest of the credibility of the Movement’s fundamental principle of
universality and in the name of all those in need of the best possible protec-
tion and assistance I would be grateful to you for adopting the Third
Additional Protocol at this Conference, I would be very grateful indeed. It is
time. Thank you.

xxi
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of Delegates of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, at its
last session in Seoul on 16-18 November, adopted by consensus a Resolution
urging all National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to approach their
respective governments in order to underline to them the necessity to settle
the question of the emblem at this Diplomatic Conference through the adop-
tion of the proposed draft Third Additional Protocol with the aim of achieving
subsequently, as soon as possible, the principle of universality.

The Council of Delegates is, as you are well aware, the body where the repre-
sentatives of all components of the Movement meet to discuss matters which
concern the Movement as a whole. As Chairman of the Council in Seoul and
as President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, “guardian” of
international humanitarian law, I invite you to both support the Movement’s
goal to reach universality and to foster the efficiency ofi nternational humani-
tarian law by adopting an additional emblem for the protection of the victims
of armed conflict.

The Third Additional Protocol on the emblems is of an exclusively humani-
tarian nature. As an international treaty it has to be adopted by the States Party
to the Geneva Conventions. The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
therefore needs and requests your support to reach universality and fulfil its
mission as best as it can. I thank the Swiss Government, in particular the
Foreign Minister, Madame Calmy-Rey, Ambassador Godet and Ambassador
Pfirter for the strong commitment to this important humanitarian issue and
for having convened this Conference today.

A week ago, in this very building, the Chairman of Magen David Adom in
Israel and the President of the Palestine Red Crescent Society signed a
Memorandum of Understanding and an Agreement on Operational
Arrangements. These texts, beyond the precise wording of the different points,
reflect a strong common humanitarian commitment, a genuine spirit of coop-
eration and mutual respect. The dedication and courage of the two Societies
who carry out their humanitarian tasks admirably well under often very
difficult circumstances deserve to be praised. You can, by adopting the Third
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ANNEX 7

Diplomatic Conference on the adoption of a Third Protocol additional 
to the Geneva Conventions

Opening remarks by the President of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, Dr. Jakob Kellenberger,

5 December 2005

Madame Minister, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This conference is called to take a decisive step toward the true universality of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

“This protocol” – I quote from Article 1 of the draft Third Protocol Additional
to the Geneva Conventions – “reaffirms and supplements the provisions of the
four Geneva Conventions (…) and, where applicable, of their two Additional
Protocols (…) relating to the distinctive emblems, namely the red cross, the
red crescent and the red lion and sun, and shall apply in the same situations as
those referred to in these provisions.”

By adopting the Third Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions this
Conference will reaffirm existing international humanitarian rules regarding the
emblems and introduce an additional emblem with equal status and relevance.

For long, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has sought,
with the help of the governments, a comprehensive and lasting solution on the
question of the emblems, acceptable to all parties in terms of substance and
procedure. The International Conferences of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
adopted resolutions supporting this objective in 1999 and 2003. The Council

xix
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the ICRC and the Federation, and he has maintained intensive contact with the
Permanent Representatives in Geneva for the purpose of preparing the
ground for this Conference. We have taken very seriously the responsibility
for this decision in all senses, and we have arrived at the conclusion that the
moment has come to seize the opportunity to adopt the Third Additional
Protocol and in this way finally to close this file.

When communicating our decision, we reiterated our wish to do everything
within our power to find the largest possible consensus, and we have spared
no effort to achieve this end. This spirit will also continue to guide our actions
during the Conference. We are grateful for the assurances we have received
from all the groups of States that this spirit of compromise will also guide
their action at the Conference. It allows me to hope that we will be able to
adopt the Protocol by consensus and thus to pursue the tradition which
characterizes the action of the international community in the codification
ofi nternational humanitarian law.

For only the second time since 1949, the Geneva Conventions will be further
developed – Protocols I and II having been adopted simultaneously in 1977.
The Third Additional Protocol will allow the Movement to come closer to
achieving its objective of universality. It will also strengthen protection for the
victims of war in the current political climate. We are all called upon to meet
this challenge and to understand its crucial importance for humanitarian law
and the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. On behalf of the Depositary,
I thank you now for your cooperation.

xviii
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On 28 November, I had the pleasure to preside over the signing ceremony of
a Memorandum of Understanding and of an agreement on operational
arrangements between these two Societies in the presence of representatives of
the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority in this very Conference
Centre. In their Memorandum, the two Societies express the wish that it facil-
itate the adoption of the Third Additional Protocol as well as the wish of the
two Societies to be admitted to the International Movement of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent.

At the request of the two Societies, the Swiss government accepted to monitor
the implementation of this agreement in close cooperation with the ICRC and
the Federation and in full respect for the latter’s prerogatives.

I would like to congratulate Magen David Adom and the Palestinian Red
Crescent for the exemplary attitude of mutual understanding with which they
conducted the negotiations, and I am grateful to the Israeli and Palestinian
authorities for having delegated representatives to the signing of these
agreements.

It has only been possible to commence negotiations between Magen David
Adom and the Red Crescent Society of the Syrian Arab Republic in the last few
days. They are being conducted under the auspices of the Depositary with the
indirect assistance of the Federation and of the ICRC. In spite of the con-
straints of time and procedure, some progress can be reported, and efforts are
continuing in a constructive spirit on both sides.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is exactly one month since the Federal Council decided to convene this
Diplomatic Conference to examine and adopt the Third Additional Protocol
to the Geneva Conventions. It addressed a note to this effect to all the States
you represent. Before taking this decision, I went in person to a number of
States with a particular interest in this question and I held telephone discus-
sions with representatives of a number of others. The Swiss Special Envoy
visited other capitals, in some cases in the company of representatives of
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Encouraged by this state of affairs, in his final declaration, the President of
the meeting said that the Depositary intended to convene a Diplomatic
Conference in the near future, at the latest by the end of the year, and with this
end in view had committed itself to conduct a consultation process to note
the concerns expressed by certain delegations. In spite of a number of reser-
vations, this way to proceed was not contested.

I took the matter in hand immediately and conducted intensive consultations
at the United Nations General Assembly in New York with a large number of
my counterparts from countries with a special interest in this issue. These con-
sultations indicated that we still had a certain way to go before the Conference
could be held in a harmonious atmosphere.

On Tuesday 27 September 2005, Dr Noam Yifrach, President of the Executive
Committee of the Israeli National Society, Magen David Adom, signed a dec-
laration of principle in the presence of the Presidents of the Permanent
Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, and of the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies, as well as with High Representatives of the
Depositary. The Declaration, which was sent to all the missions in Geneva,
provides answers to the above-mentioned questions. Magen David Adom
declared itself ready to negotiate among other things cooperation agreements
with its neighbouring Societies, in particular the Palestinian Red Crescent
and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent.

Thereupon the Special Envoy of the Federal Council travelled to the Middle
East to make contact with the governments and National Societies concerned.
He urged the neighbouring Societies of MDA to accept the offer to negotiate
agreements which would open up the way to giving concrete form to the dec-
laration of principle. The Palestinian Red Crescent and Magen David Adom
finally agreed to the parameters of such a negotiation process in my presence
at the end of October, and asked Switzerland to facilitate these discussions.
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the Director of Legal Affairs of the ICRC, Mr François Bugnion – who some
call the father of the new emblem – and of Mr Christopher Lamb, Special
Counsellor of the Federation.

It is to a large extent thanks to these people as well as to the many others who
supported them that we are here today. The 28th International Conference of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent, which was convened in Geneva in December 2003,
launched an appeal calling on us to continue “to give high priority to the efforts
to achieve as soon as circumstances permit a global and lasting solution to
the question of the emblem […] on the basis of the draft Third Additional
Protocol”. The Permanent Commission took up the torch and contacted the
Depositary on behalf of the Movement. The Depositary appointed an
“Ambassador at Large for the Emblems of the Geneva Conventions” in March
this year, who immediately started consultations with the Permanent
Representatives in Geneva and in various capitals.

At the end of May, the Depositary opened a formal consultation procedure via
diplomatic note which showed that the draft protocol as it stood met with no
opposition, but that there were a number of differences of view regarding the
appropriate time ofi ts adoption. Informal discussions were subsequently held
in Geneva on 12 and 13 September 2005.

These confirmed an agreement in principle on the substance of the draft
Third Additional Protocol and the widely shared wish that the Diplomatic
Conference for the adoption of the Protocol be held as soon as possible.
Nevertheless, a group of States wanted to see a number of points addressed
before the Conference took place, in particular the questions of the territorial
use of the emblem, the geographical area of operational activities and compe-
tences of the National Societies in conformity with the Statutes and rules of
the International Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. Finally,
they showed themselves in general to be positively disposed to dialogue and to
finding common ground, as well as to a widely shared desire for a consensus-
based approach.

xv
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Our thoughts and demarches have also been guided by the concern to
strengthen protection for the victims of war. Whether we like it or not, the
current emblems have given rise to interpretations which all too often have led
in recent years to violations of these emblems and to the deaths of members
of health services and of humanitarian actors. The adoption of an additional
emblem, free of any national, political or religious connotation will provide a
new instrument for the protection of military and civilian health services on
the battlefield and of humanitarian workers in precisely those situations
where the current emblems are not sufficiently recognized and respected.

The emergence of a consensus in favour of adding a last emblem without con-
notation has paved the way for the process which we hope to see crowned with
success at this Conference. I am very happy to see among us today 
HRH Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, former President of the Permanent
Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent whose role was crucial to the
launching of this process. I also welcome here today Mrs Christina Magnuson,
former President of the Working Group of States Parties and members of the
Movement which drafted the text of the Protocol on the basis of a proposal
made by the ICRC in the year 2000. For all those involved in the process five
years ago, it was a bitter blow to see it broken off only days before its conclusion
due to political events. Other people who gave a lot at that time, in particular
the current Legal Advisor of the United Nations, are unable to be here today
but are following our demarches very closely. The torch held by those who
have since been called to other functions has been passed on to successors who
have pursued the cause with the same vigour. I am thinking in particular of
the current President of the Permanent Commission, Dr Mohammed Al-Hadid,
of his Special Representative, Mr Philippe Cuvillier, as well as of the President
and of the Secretary-General of the Federation, Mr Juan Manuel Suárez del Toro
and Mr Markku Niskala.

But we also have some “veterans” among us, who have followed and supported
the cause all these years, including during the years of postponement, and who
have been waiting for better days. In particular, I would like to mention the
unrelenting commitment of the President of the ICRC, Mr Jakob Kellenberger, of
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which in accordance with the Statutes of the Movement has in particular the
role of preparing any developments in humanitarian law, as well as that from
the whole Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and from the States Parties.

This meeting could not have taken place today without the enormous efforts
of a large number of people over a period of years as well as of the Movement
and of the States Parties. It is also to a great extent due to the flexibility and
courage of a number of States Parties, observers and National Societies. I con-
gratulate them on this demonstration of the humanitarian spirit, which is so
urgently needed, and I express the wish that it will guide us all in the coming
days, enabling us to arrive at the adoption of the Protocol in an atmosphere of
serenity and harmony becoming of a cause such as this.

The passage of time has perhaps allowed us to forget that this process started
with the request of a number of States to obtain recognition of their own emblems.
It is true that the three emblems recognized up to now are derived from
national symbols. The Red Cross is the inversion of the Swiss flag, symboliz-
ing Switzerland’s neutrality. The Red Crescent as well as the Red Lion and Sun,
which were recognized in 1929, were taken from the national symbols of
Turkey and Iran respectively. None of these symbols had any religious conno-
tation, and it is wrong to make this association as some do today.

In view of the decision taken in 1929, the claims of other States for recognition
of their individual symbols are understandable. At the same time however, it
is important to acknowledge that a proliferation of emblems would seriously
harm the universal nature of respect for these emblems. It is therefore imper-
ative to prevent any such proliferation. I pay tribute to the wisdom and sense of
responsibility of those States which have renounced their national aspirations
in the interest of the humanitarian cause by adopting the recognized emblems,
as well as to those which have declared themselves willing to renounce their
claims in favour of an additional emblem devoid of any national, political or
religious connotation. Without this spirit of compromise we would not have
today a draft Additional Protocol which enjoys such wide support.

xiii
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ANNEX 6

Diplomatic Conference on the adoption of a Third Protocol additional
to the Geneva Conventions

Opening speech by Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey
5 December 2005

Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished representatives of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement,

It is a great pleasure for me to address the opening of this Diplomatic
Conference, which I hope will bring an end to the century-old controversy
over the emblems of the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement. The fact that we are gathered here today with the aim of
resolving once and for all this thorny question is the result of a difficult search
for compromise which has taken years to reach. In addition to issues of sub-
stance, we have had to work in a complex environment where it has not been
easy to maintain a clear distinction between humanitarian and political issues.

Tradition has it that it is for Switzerland to make the call for support for the
development ofi nternational humanitarian law. The Swiss Federal Council
accords importance to this task, which it regards both as a great honour and a
major responsibility for my country. We take it upon ourselves to approach
this task from a standpoint of neutrality and objectivity. We will see to it that
the views of all States Parties are taken into account without discrimination, and
we will endeavour to find solutions which are acceptable to the largest majority.
We are grateful for the support in this task that we have received from the ICRC,
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1. notes with appreciation the continued efforts of the Standing
Commission, its Special Representative on the Emblem and its ad hoc
Working Group, the ICRC and the International Federation in support
of the process to achieve a comprehensive and lasting solution to the
question of the emblem;

2. welcomes the work achieved since the 28th International Conference, in
particular by the Government of Switzerland in its capacity as depositary of
the Geneva Conventions, resulting in the convening on 5 December 2005
of the Diplomatic Conference necessary for the adoption of the proposed
Third Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions on the Emblem;

3. urges National Societies to approach their respective governments in order
to underline to them the necessity to settle the question of the emblem at
the Diplomatic Conference through the adoption of the proposed draft
third additional Protocol;

4. requests the Standing Commission, the ICRC and the Federation as a
matter of urgency to undertake the measures needed to give effect to 
the third Protocol after its adoption, especially with a view to ensuring
the achievement as soon as possible of the Movement’s principle of
universality;

5. further requests the Special Representative of the Standing Commission
on the Emblem to report on the implementation of this resolution to the
29th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

xi
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ANNEX 5

Council of Delegates, Seoul, 16-18 November 2005 
Resolution 5

FOLLOW-UP TO RESOLUTION 5 
OF THE 2003 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

EMBLEM

The Council of Delegates,

taking note of the report submitted by the Standing Commission on develop-
ments with regard to the issue of the emblem since Resolution 5 of the
Council of Delegates and Resolution 3 of the 28th International Conference
held in 2003 in Geneva,

reiterating the commitment of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement to achieve, with the support of the States Parties to the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, a comprehensive and lasting solution to the question of the
emblem, on the basis of the proposed draft Third Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions;

recalling the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in
particular the principle of universality;

recognizing the legal and protective value of the emblems used by components
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which, by virtue of
their inclusion in the Geneva Conventions and continuous practice for over a
century, have become universally recognized symbols ofi mpartial and neutral aid
and protection to the victims of war, natural disasters and other catastrophes,

x
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2. further welcomes the progress made since the 27th International
Conference, in particular the drafting of the proposed Third Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions on the Emblem (12 October 2000)
as well as the adoption of Resolution 6 of the 2001 Council of Delegates;

3. deeply regrets developments which have made it impossible to bring 
the process to its expected outcome with the adoption of the draft 
Third Additional Protocol;

4. recalls the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in
particular the principle of universality;

5. underlines the urgency of reinforcing measures for the protection of war
victims, medical personnel and humanitarian workers in all circum-
stances, and the significance in this context of the proposed Third
Additional Protocol;

6. requests the Standing Commission to continue to give high priority to
securing, as soon as circumstances permit, a comprehensive and lasting
solution to the question of the emblem, in cooperation with the Swiss
government as depositary of the Geneva Conventions and with other
concerned governments and components of the Movement, on the basis
of the proposed draft Third Additional Protocol;

7. requests the Special Representative of the Standing Commission on the
Emblem to bring this resolution to the attention of the 28th International
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.
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Council of Delegates, Geneva, 30 November – 2 December 2003 
Resolution 5

FOLLOW-UP TO RESOLUTION 6
OF THE 2001 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

EMBLEM

The Council of Delegates

taking note of the report submitted by the Standing Commission as requested
by the 27th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held
in Geneva in 1999, and Resolution 6 of the Council of Delegates in 2001,

reiterating the commitment of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement to achieve, with the support of the States Parties to the Geneva
Conventions, a comprehensive and lasting solution to the question of the
emblem, on the basis of the proposed draft Third Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions, once it is adopted, as soon as circumstances permit,

recalling the legal and protective value of the emblems used by the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which, by virtue of
their inclusion in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and continuous practice for
over a century, have become universally recognised symbols ofi mpartial and
neutral aid and protection to the victims of war, natural disasters and other
catastrophes,

1. welcomes the work of the Standing Commission, its Special Representative
on the Emblem and its ad hoc Working Group, the ICRC and the
International Federation to develop the basis for a comprehensive and
lasting solution to the question of the emblem;
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ANNEX 4

28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Geneva, 2-6 December 2003

Resolution 3

EMBLEM

The 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent,

recalling Resolution 3 (27th International Conference) adopted on 
6 November 1999,

adopts Resolution 5 adopted by the Council of Delegates on 
1st December 2003 (see annex).
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ANNEX 3

Council of Delegates, Geneva, 30 November – 2 December 2003 
Resolution 7

STRATEGY
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT

(excerpt)

The Council of Delegates,

[…]

3. further calls upon the International Federation and the ICRC to promote
capacity building of National Societies and to continue to extend opera-
tional cooperation also to National Societies awaiting recognition and
admission with the aim of preparing for their membership in the
Movement;

[…].
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2. further welcomes the progress made since the 27th International
Conference, in particular the drafting of the proposed Third Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions on the Emblem (12 October 2000)
as well as the adoption of Resolution 6 of the 2001 Council of Delegates;

3. deeply regrets developments which have made it impossible to bring 
the process to its expected outcome with the adoption of the draft
Third Additional Protocol;

4. recalls the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in
particular the principle of universality;

5. underlines the urgency of reinforcing measures for the protection of war
victims, medical personnel and humanitarian workers in all circum-
stances, and the significance in this context of the proposed Third
Additional Protocol;

6. requests the Standing Commission to continue to give high priority to
securing, as soon as circumstances permit, a comprehensive and lasting
solution to the question of the emblem, in cooperation with the Swiss
government as depositary of the Geneva Conventions and with other
concerned governments and components of the Movement, on the basis
of the proposed draft Third Additional Protocol;

7. requests the Special Representative of the Standing Commission on the
Emblem to bring this resolution to the attention of the 28th International
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.
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ANNEX 2

Council of Delegates, Geneva, 30 November – 2 December 2003
Resolution 5

FOLLOW-UP TO RESOLUTION 6 
OF THE 2001 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

EMBLEM

The Council of Delegates

taking note of the report submitted by the Standing Commission as requested
by the 27th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, held
in Geneva in 1999, and Resolution 6 of the Council of Delegates in 2001,

reiterating the commitment of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement to achieve, with the support of the States Parties to the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, a comprehensive and lasting solution to the question of the
emblem, on the basis of the proposed draft Third Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions, once it is adopted, as soon as circumstances permit,

recalling the legal and protective value of the emblems used by the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which, by virtue of their
inclusion in the Geneva Conventions and continuous practice for over a cen-
tury, have become universally recognised symbols ofi mpartial and neutral aid
and protection to the victims of war, natural disasters and other catastrophes,

1. welcomes the work of the Standing Commission, its Special Representative
on the Emblem and its ad hoc Working Group, the ICRC and the
International Federation to develop the basis for a comprehensive and
lasting solution to the question of the emblem;

iv
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impartial and neutral aid and protection to the victims of war, natural
disasters and other catastrophes;

5. notes that the adoption of an additional emblem which is devoid of any
political, national or religious connotation whatsoever will be conducive
to strengthening the protection of the victims of war and other situations
of violence;

6. notes that the draft third protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions,
which was drawn up by the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in consultation with the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (International Federation) and was circulated
on 12 October 2000 by Switzerland in its capacity as the depositary of
the Geneva Conventions, constitutes an acceptable working basis for the
resumption of negotiations when circumstances permit;

7. sincerely regrets the fact that developments in the Middle East in
September 2000 created a situation which compelled Switzerland to post-
pone the Diplomatic Conference which was to be convened with a view
to examining and, if possible, adopting the third protocol;

8. expresses the wish that the Diplomatic Conference can meet as soon as
circumstances suggest favourable prospects for reaching an agreement;

9. invites the International Federation and the ICRC to take all possible ini-
tiatives with a view to pursuing cooperation – in particular in the opera-
tional field – with the National Societies which are not yet recognized;

10. requests the Standing Commission to continue consultations with a view
to finding a comprehensive solution to the question of the emblem on the
basis of the work already carried out and to report on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution at the next Council of Delegates and the
28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

iii
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ANNEX 1

Council of Delegates, Geneva, 11-14 November 2001
Resolution 6

EMBLEM

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of the report presented by the Standing Commission of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent (Standing Commission) on the follow-up given
to Resolution 2 of the Council of Delegates convened in Geneva on 29 and
30 October 1999 and Resolution 3 of the 27th International Conference of
the Red Cross and Red Crescent,

1. commends the efforts made by the joint working group on the emblems,
which was set up by the Standing Commission with a view to finding a
comprehensive solution to the question of the emblem and is composed
of representatives of the Movement and of States;

2. recalls the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement, in particular the Principle of the Universality of
the Movement;

3. confirms its objective of finding, as rapidly as possible, a comprehensive
solution to the emblem issue which is acceptable to all parties in terms of
substance and procedure;

4. recognizes the legal and protective value of the emblems used by the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, which, by virtue
of their inclusion in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and continuous prac-
tice for over a century, have become universally recognized symbols of
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