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of a political or religious
nature. However, we might
answer such a question
with other questions: What
if such laws had never
been developed? Would
humanity have witnessed
less conflict? Would civilians
and their lives have been
respected in these conflicts?
Is what we witness today
just a fraction of what would
have happened if such

laws and treaties had not
been developed? We have
forgotten the atrocities of
the wars fought before
these laws. We tend to only
compare today's conflicts
with those of recent history.
This edition of Al-Insani
looks at contemporary wars
and the ethical and legal
issues that arise from them.
We try to highlight these
issues in articles that also
explore the reasons behind
the changing nature of
warfare and the weapons
used in it. And, amidst the
prevailing despair, we offer
some hopeful stories of
those trying to help their
fellow human beings that
reflect humanity's inclination
towards doing good.

We must not only be
witnesses to these
humanitarian disasters, just
counting the numbers of
the dead, the wounded, the
displaced and the refugees,
but must try do our best to
alleviate suffering, hopeful
that as human beings we
can preserve our common
humanity.
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Editorial

For Humans to Defend their
Humanity

oday, many people

feel imprisoned

in a bottomless

pit of despait,

surrounded by
warfare and disasters
on every side. A state of
powerlessness seems
to dominate us as we
witness what appear to
be unprecedented and
continuous conflicts
in the region with their
accompanying humanitarian
tragedies.
Indeed, the wars being
fought today cannot be
compared to those the
region has experienced in
the past. This is for many
reasons, but most important
are the types of weapons
used and the scale of
destruction caused, which is
far greater than anything we
can recall. In addition, the
populations affected today
are far greater in number
than ever in the modern
history of the region.
Moreover, many of those
involved in these conflicts
are armoured by dogmas
that demonize the enemy
and any party that supports
it, and consider civilians
legitimate targets for killing
and forced displacement.
What we witness today
pOSes many questions,
some justifiable, about
the viability of the laws
and international treaties
that are meant to protect
civilians and civilian objects.
Violations against these
laws are on the rise in
many conflicts, be they
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