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Iraq: Victims without Protection ® Deterioration of Living and Health Conditions of the Palestinian Population
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* [raq: Victims without Protection
Violence in Irag continues while the obstacles to humanitarian work increase. Victims find themselves alone, with little protection despite
stipulations from international law and humanitarian principles. This article is a call to enable humanitarian workers to reach the victims.

+ Life and Death Combined in Iraq

The situation in Iraq is worse every day and normal life becomes surreal. The machinery of fire and sniping, barriers between people and
the daily number of deaths bring Iraq to an unprecedented abyss. It is the daily march of death in a country that has never witnessed
such a decline in its modern history. By: Seham Jabbar, Iraqi poetess and Professor of Literature

+ Condolences Tent in Paradise square

Tragedies are unbearable and uncountable in Iraq today. Some of them are beyond description or imagination. In this article, the writer,
who is a history professor and a media personality, addresses aspects of the tragic events suffered by Iraqi people today.

By: Hameed Abdallah. Iraqi journalist and historian

+ Speechlessness of War and Momentum of Life

Setting her idealistic thinking and humanistic drive aside, the author of this article witnesses aspects she had never seen before in the
madness of war. Because it defies all standards and refutes all expectations, this madness is difficult to comprehend. In this article, she
screams as a writer, novelist, and above all as a woman. By: Lutfia EI Dulaimy, Iraqi writer and novelist

Special File
Deterioration of Living and Health Conditions of the Palestinian Population

+ Security Tensions and Unjust Siege
As a result of the measures imposed on the Palestinian Authority and government, security tensions have escalated in Gaza and the
West Bank, bringing with them a dramatic deterioration in the daily conditions of the Palestinians.

+ Palestinian Families: Towards More Poverty and Deprivation
Areview of the ICRC's report on the deterioration of the living conditions of Palestinian families.

* Regression in Government Health Services in the West Bank
Review of the ICRC report on the regression in health services due to the strike of government health workers, and the troubles caused
by tensions and closures.

* Darfur: a Crisis Remains in Place
Photos

+ The ICRC and the Dangers of Nuclear Weapons By: Kim Gordon Bates, ICRC delegate

+» Who Has the Right to Use Nuclear Weapons?

Decades after the catastrophic use of nuclear weapons, the International Court of Justice made a statement assuring the inability of the
international community to address this problem, which threatens the existence of the whole world.

By: Oussama Damaj, ICRC Delegate to the Armed Forces

+ Cluster Ammunitions: A Call for Urgent International Action
The ICRC calls on the international community for urgent action to counter the growing dangers of cluster ammunitions, and their
harmful effects on civilians’ lives and living conditions- especially that they remain active long time after the cease of hostilities.

+ Private Military and Security Companies and Respect for the Law
There is a growing trend to entrust private companies with security and military assignments, especially in conflict and violence areas.
This situation has brought to surface the legal status of the staff of these companies under IHL: are they combatants or civilians?

+ Protecting Victims of war in Islamic Law and IHL
Areview of the issues discussed in the conference held at Qom, Iran, which was attended by ICRC representatives.
By: Ameur Zemmali, ICRC consultant on Islamic circles

* Hope in a World Based on Peace and Diversity

Despite ideological and spiritual differences, and despite contradicting interests, this article calls for religions to be tools of peace and
harmony among people, and that they establish a way of thinking that would build up Man, civilization, and the future.

By: Hassan Al Qarawachi, Tunisian philosopher and professor of humanities

+ Creative Methods for Relief

In recent years, the ICRC has been more creative in responding to needs in times of emergencies. This article presents some less
traditional approaches and tools by the ICRC.

* [raqi poems

+ Discovering the Monster

It took him such a long time to discover the monster inside him. He burst into tears. Oppressed, shaking, and burning with tears. A girl’s
wrist was exposed out of the debris and the dead. There was a watch around it. The watch was as simple and beautiful as all first
watches children usually have. By: Mohamed El-Makhzangy, Egyptian novelist

* Around the World

+ Without Retouches: How the young Palestinian child, Nibal, receives treatment from behind the Barrier.
By: Abdel-Bassit Khalaf , Palestinian journalist

* Publications

Editorial
Happy New Year

eople usually take
the advent of a new
year as a good
omen, and wish each
other a new year better than
the year before. This time,
however, many were rather
pessimistic about 2007 in the
light of the escalating violence
in the region. We have lost the
ability, about a decade ago, to
see indications of possible
diffusion of crises around us.

There have been always many
crises in the region, dormant
and active. However, the
escalation of events after the
attacks of September 11,
2001, and the ensuing war on
terror, have activated many of
the dormant crises. And
amidst the resulting turmoil we
have lost our vision, sense of
security and direction.

Unfortunately, recent wars
have been characterized, and
associated with, grave
violations of human rights and
humanitarian law. Why the
need to torture victims in
addition to killing them? Why
mutilate victims’ corpses?
Why disregard all customs
and laws regulating the
treatment of the adversary’s
captured, wounded and killed
persons?

We take it for granted that the
majority of people worldwide
are not satisfied with the way
things have turned out. Violent
conflicts have destroyed
peoples’ daily lives and
livelihood and killed and
injured significant number of
victims, leaving no space for
coexistence and mutual
understanding.

This century’s wars have
portrayed an abhorrent face of
brutality and barbarism
thought by some to be long-
lost with the advancements
made in sciences and
knowledge, and the agreed-
upon laws to which humanity
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resort to regulate its conflicts.
It is worth-mentioning that
these laws were not easily
formulated; rather they were
the result of lessons learned
from 19" and 20" centuries’
bloody wars.

Although humanity managed
after World War Il to heal its
wounds and pledged not to
allow past grudges to drag
coming generations to war,
once again it fails to learn
from past lessons. And
although it managed after the
war to pass the most difficult
test of avoiding major
confrontations that were likely
to destroy the whole world,
once again violence, and
more accurately unjustifiable
violence, has marked this era
of our modern history. We are
dragged by all parties
involved in this violence to
mysterious depths where we
no longer know how much
violence can extend or to what
it will lead.

In many past eras, when the
world was raged by
calamities, a warning voice
would rise calling for standing
out against barbarism and
oppression. However, the
uproar of today’s ongoing
violations leaves no room for
the voice of conscience and
law, and prevents this voice
from reaching people’s minds
and hearts.

Humanitarian workers uphold
this voice of conscience and
law. They are convinced that
the prevalence of violence in
our everyday lives is
accidental and temporary.
People’s need to resort to
reason and conscience has
always outweighed their
inclination to violence and
struggle. And we are in a dire
need to be guided by this
voice that seeks light amidst
this darkness.

Happy New Year

“Al-Insani”
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