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The law sets up dykes
against the incoming
tide. And the tide never
goes out for long. It exerts
pressure, it threatens, it
breaks through at the first
opportunity. Sometimes,
it sweeps away the dyke.
And there stands our law,
violated and ineffective.
That is its fate. Anyone
who thinks that the only
true law is one which is
fully respected must be
.living in another world
Denys de Béchillon, -
professor
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Source: Adapted from research conducted for

the ICRC's People On War campaign and from
‘Voices of Young Soldiers, Coalition to Stop the Use
of Child Soldiers (http://www.child-soldiers.org/
childsoldiers/voices-of-young-soldiers).
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David Donovan, Once a Warrior King: Memories of
an Officer in Vietnam, McGraw-Hill, New York, 1985.
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Instructions from the Military Judge to the Court Members in United States vs. First
Lieutenant William L. Calley, Jr. (http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/
mylai/instructions.html).

Homer Bigart, “Prosecution says that Medina ‘chose not to intervene’ at My Lai,” New
York Times, 16 August 1971 (http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/mylai/
NYTIMES.html).
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(http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/57jp2a?opendocument)
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(http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/57JNXN/SFile/Implementing_IHL.pdf)
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« Famous American trials: The My Lai courts-martial 1970
(http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/mylai/mylai.htm)

+ The Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas Tech University
(http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu)

+ “My Lai: an American Tragedy,’ Time
(http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,901621,00.html)

+ “The Massacre at My Lai," LIFE
(http://www.kenrahn.com/Marsh/Vietnam/mylait01.htm)

- “Forgotten heroes of My Lai receive honors,” CNN Interactive
(http://www.cnn.com/US/9803/06/my.lai.ceremony)
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