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conflict and crisis. The ICRC’s
communication policy has
witnessed many changes during
the last ten years towards greater
openness to the mass media,
culminating in the abandonment
of its traditional stock response
of “No comment.”

We do not feel that it is
necessary to deny every
allegation of any kind from
whatever source, believing that
the best and most practical
response resides in our activities
and commitment to the
principles of humanity, neutrality
and impatrtiality. However, we
think it would be useful to explain
some points related to the most
common questions raised about
the ICRC's history, its emblem
and how it has developed
through the years.

This is why we have chosen the
theme of this edition: “When

a mirror depicts a distorted
reflection”. Here we attempt

to address many of these
difficult questions through the
testimonies provided by both
ICRC members and those
outside the organization who are
familiar with our work, whether
as our partners in humanitarian
action or as victims supported by
the ICRC during detention, while
seeking refuge or during times of
conflict.

This edition is just the first step
towards correcting the many
misconceptions about the ICRC.
Not all questions that people
have will be answered here, but
we invite those with unanswered
questions to search out and find
knowledge from authoritative
sources, and not from those
social media platforms where
unsubstantiated allegations
and irresponsible opinions are
placed by keyboard warriors that
may prevent some of our many
volunteers from providing aid to
those in dire need and may even
cost some their lives.

“Al-Insani”
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When a mirror depicts a distorted reflection
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with people who are unaware of the true nature of the ICRC’s work and mission.

+ Bearing a Red Cross in the Muslim world
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+ The testimony of a former Guantanamo detainee By: Sami al-Hajj
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about him.

+ Camara: A second chance to live By: Aleksandra Matijevic Mosimann, communications coordinator, ICRC Abuja
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+ Misconceptions sweeping the virtual world By: Mohamed Allam Farghaly, social media analyst, ICRC Cairo
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rumours.

+ Stereotypes in Egyptian cinema: The image of the religious person as an example of filmmaker bias By: Mahmoud Al-Ghitani, Egyptian writer and critic
Stereotyping in the Arab world applies not only to the ICRC and its staff members, but to many other organizations and groups. The growing trend to stereotype certain groups is fast
becoming a dominant and alarming feature of the Arabic media.

+ The Story of Fawzia: A Tragedy in Old Age By: Rima Kamal, former media spokesperson, ICRC Damascus
The story of Fawzia is typical of hundreds of thousands of Syrians, whose lives have been tumed upside down since the conflct intensified in the country.

+ Firas, from the Golan Heights to Damascus: The ICRC is my Passport By: Fattoum Abu Ghosh, media officer, ICRC Jerusalem
Since 1967, the ICRC has been assisting the population of the occupied Golan Heights in different ways, such as facilitating the crossing of students who wish to complete their
studies in Syrian universities. Firas is one of them.

+ Roger Mayou: Our Goal is to Raise Awareness of Humanitarian Issues An interview by Amal Ewida
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum reopened in May 2013, two years after it was closed for renovation. Al-Insani interviewed Roger Mayou, museum director
since 1998.

+ Emir Abdelkader and The International Humanitarian Law By: Reem Narjis Qassem
The text by student Reem Narjis Qassem that won a student essay competition on Emir Abdelkader and international humanitarian law, in 2013 in Adrar governorate, Algeria.

+ Descendants of Emir Abdelkader By: Lynda Bouali, media officer, ICRC Algiers

Within the framework of the celebration of 150 years since the founding of the ICRC, and 130 years since the death of Emir Abdelkader, the ICRC in Algeria, Emir Abdelkader
Foundation and Ministry of National Education organized a competition on the contribution of the Algerian leader to the development of intemational humanitarian law. The 5 winners
got the chance to visit ICRC Head Quarter in Geneva.

+ Action for Hope: An Initiative for Regaining Joy By: Amal Ewida

Al Mawred Al Thagafy (Culture Resource), a regional, non-profit organization based in Cairo, launched an inifiative last year to support communities affected by war through
supplying them with tools of expression, learning, recovery, creativity and communication.

+ Without Retouches: Defending Half a Bed By: Yasser El-Zayat, Eqyptian Journalist & Poet

+ Very Short Stories: Final Surprises By: Adel Al-Agimi, Eqyptian writer

+ From Around the World

Editorial

An Invitation to Responsible
Communication

n an age dominated more

by audio-visual culture

than any other information

source, many people

gain their information
through what they read on
Twitter and Facebook or watch
on Youtube. These modern
means of communication have
certainly enabled greater freedom
of information exchange and
dissemination, consigning the
age of information monopoly
and traditional censorship mostly
to the past. However, these
platforms have also opened the
gates to the spread of rumours
and speculation, some of which
may be true, but much of which
is pure fantasy.

The ICRC, on an almost

daily basis, encounters such
misperceptions, accusations and
fantasies in many places around
the world, but especially in the
Middle East. Through careful
monitoring of what is being said
and published on social media,
we have found that there are
three key allegations about the
ICRC. One is that the ICRC is

an "evangelizing organization”,
another is that it is a “puppet of
the West” pursuing a “colonial
agenda”, while yet another is that
the founder of the ICRC was a
Freemason!

The ICRC is no stranger to these
allegations. They were, and still
are, some of the slanders spread
by people who are misinformed
about the ICRC's activities, who
misinterpret the ICRC emblem,
or who simply have their own
particular agenda.

Today, with the advances in
communication media, and the
rapidity of news and information
diffusion, it is impossible to
ignore these allegations or
underestimate their direct and
indirect effects on our operations,
especially in situations of
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