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8 th of May: Red Cross and Red Crescent Day
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On the 8th of May, the whole world and the International Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
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provides a short review of his struggle for humanity.

* Charity in the Battlefield
An article by Henry Dunant included in his book “L'Avenir Sanglant” (the Bloody Future” describing his
philosophy which aimed at alleviating the suffering caused by wars.

* History of Humanitarian Work in Photos

Since the founding of the ICRC, the nature of conflicts has changed all over the world. Humanitarian work
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* Reflections on Baghdad
Egyptian feminist activist, gives her reflections on a trip she recently made to Baghdad.
By: Azza Kamel

* Two Harsh Years in the History of Humanitarian Work

Since the end of major hostilities in Iraq in 2003, humanitarian work has been exposed to pressures which
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By: Mohamed Seif
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* Medicine and War: From the Medicine of the Military to the Militarization of Medicine
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By: Dr. Ibrahim El-Bagalaty

¢ A Crack in a Glass Barrier

This article describes the experience of humanitarian workers, their intense feelings towards the victims, and

their views on the ability of existing concepts to address humanitarian plights.
By: Khaled Mansour

* The Bread of Death
A poem by Andrée Chedid from her collection “Rituals of Violence”

¢ International Customary Law in the Arab Region
By: Dr. Amuer Zamaly

* Apples of Al-Sham
* Around the World

* Splinters Deeply Pierced Into the Soul
By: Dr. Mohamed EI Makhzangy

¢ Publications

Editorial

8 May and Human Dignity

! ! tis with pride that we
celebrate the individual

commitment of every

volunteer everywhere on
this special day. Their bravery
and dedication is a moving
expression of our Movement's
commitment to “protect human
dignity”.

The previous quotation is from a
message by the presidents of the
ICRC and the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies on the World
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day.

Those who follow humanitarian
affairs are aware that the
protection of human dignity is at
the crux of all humanitarian efforts
and has always been so. But the
quest to protect human dignity is
getting unfortunately harder by
the day in view of the violations to
which humanity is being
subjected in wars and conflicts
and with the increasing numbers
situations in which human dignity
comes under various types of
assault.

The protection of human dignity in
conflicts and wars requires a
wide range of provisions and
guarantees that allow neutral and
independent humanitarian efforts
to proceed and ensure continued
humanitarian assistance to all
victims without discrimination. In
order for this to happen, all
parties concerned need to
believe in the importance of
humanitarian work and be willing
to uphold and support it.

For sometime now, difficulties
have emerged in the course of
humanitarian work, difficulties that
may limit the scope of
humanitarian help and obstruct its
path. Such difficulties have grown
worse due to the polarisation on
the international scene within the
course of the war on terror.

In the Middle East, for instance,
these difficulties have virtually
driven out all independent
humanitarian work — the work that
ensures protection of all victims
without discrimination — from the
Iragi scene, although it is
common knowledge that Iragis of
all backgrounds suffer from
violations and are in dire need of
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humanitarian efforts.

This is a problem that can only be
solved through the cooperation of
all concerned parties. The
presence of humanitarian efforts
in a conflict zone is not just about
protecting the weak, but also
about sending a significant
message. The presence of
neutral humanitarian assistance
helps alleviate chaos, inspire
hope, and ensure the
implementation of the law. The
presence of humanitarian efforts
is a reminder to all parties
concerned that war has limits and
rules and that these limits and
rules must not be breached under
any condition.

The main concern of Henry
Dunant and his colleagues who
first created the Red Cross was to
establish a set of lofty principles
and get everyone to agree to
them and pledge to implement
them as a means of alleviating the
ordeal that haunts human life - the
ordeal of war.

The main condition for
implementing these principles is
the presence of a neutral and
independent third party — a party
that is not involved in the conflict -
to provide help to everyone
without exception. The Red Cross
is one such party, and it continues
to serve as a symbol of the good
that is common to all humanity.

To go back to the quotation
mentioned at the beginning of this
editorial, and on a different note
from that of wars and man-made
disasters, the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent
Movement is proud of the
achievement it has made in the
face of natural disasters
throughout the year. This
achievement would not have
been possible without the
individual commitment of our
many volunteers who embody
human goodness.

Will the desire for goodness win
once more? Will humanity once
again pave the road to
independent humanitarian work,
so that we may continue to
perform our tasks in Irag and
other areas of conflict around the
globe?

“Al-Insani”
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