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Africa, Conflicts and Famines o Jean Ziegler to Al Insani: Human Rights are Universal, Interrelated, and Indivisible

Contents

* The Responsibility to Put an End to Violations
The stance of humanitarian work on the violations taking place in Africa and the Middle East, and the effect of
these violations on humanitarian work freedom and access to all victims.

« Jakob Kellenberger: Being Hard on Yourself
The text of an interview conducted with the President of the ICRC by the German magazine “Facts”

Special File on Africa

* Africa, Conflicts and Famines
By: Mohamed Seif

* Hunger and Human Rights
Interview with Jean Ziegler, special Rapportuer of the UN Program for the Right to Food
By: Tamara Al Rifai

* The Fate of Armed Conflicts in Sudan

The mission to put out armed conflicts in Sudan, though difficult, is necessary so that Sudan would not be an
example of a state that fuels conflicts and encourages splits in the continent.

By: Mortada El-Ghali

* Rwanda, a Chapter in Hell
Ten years after the Genocide in Rwanda (The ICRC's stance)
By: Gerard Peytrignet

* A Day out in Ethiopia
Humanitarian back-stage and the assistance efforts in Ethiopia
By: Roland Siddler

* Towards Peace in Casamance

After more than twenty years of conflict, a fragile peace is emerging in Casamance. Tens of thousands of people,
driven from their villages by the fighting between the Senegalese Army and separatist rebels, have now returned.
By: Jean-Frangois Berger

* Somalia’s Unsung Heroes
By: Anahita Kar

* North Africa
Political restrictions, armed conflicts, and humanitarian challenges
By: Reda Kefi

* Can Development Bring Settlement and Eliminate War in Africa?
By: Dr. Sayid Awad

* An Interview with the ICRC’s Delegate-General for Africa
ICRC efforts in Africa: What has been done, and what is being done
By: Marco Jimenez

* African Poems By: Ken Saro — Wiwa

* The Absurd in the Inhuman Infinity By: Dr. Ahmed Abdalla Rozza

¢ Eliminating the Crime of Torture, What to do? By: Dr. Mohamed El-Sayid El Saeed
» Combating Discrimination in the Arab World By: Dr. Emad Gad

* Around the World

* Without Retouches: one drawing of death

¢ Publications

Editorial

Not in Vain!

frica enjoys the

lion's share of

humanitarian

concern.
Throughout recent years,
40 to 50 % of the ICRC's
budget has been allocated
to emergency assistance
in the African continent. In
2005, the ICRC has
allocated a budget of USD
340 million for its field
operations in Africa, a 16%
increase over the previous
year. This is in addition to
allocations by other
humanitarian agencies and
organizations for the same
purpose.

Nevertheless, the ICRC
delegate-general for Africa
declared in a statement
before an African Union's
conference that:
"Humanitarian efforts in
Africa, compared to the
huge requirements, are not
but a drop in the ocean."

Although the world has
become more conscious of
the crises and disasters
taking place in Africa,
actual response on the
part of the international
community to alleviate the
pain of this continent is
merely restricted to
declarations and bona fide
statements!

In an interview published
in this issue of Al-Insani
ICRC delegate-general for
Africa, Christoph Harnisch
says: "l think we must
admit that we live in an
unjust world." This same
statement is found to be
the driving force behind
Jean Ziegler's endeavor to
include the right to food
within the basic list of
human rights. (See this
issue's interview with
Ziegler)
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Hence, Al-Insani’s Editorial
Board decided not to
restrict this issue on Africa
to reviewing humanitarian
efforts, but rather to also
discuss some issues
essential for understanding
"the African case." These
issues naturally include
development, chronic
colonialism-produced
problems, and failure of
African elites to manage
development programs.

Naturally, the African
continent needs further
humanitarian assistance.
However, it needs in the
first place assistance of a
different kind, i.e. long-
term assistance for
development. It also needs
a more fair economic
global order to enable it to
grow under fair conditions
of international
competition. The poor
need to have a place for
themselves on this planet:
a planet which is
paradoxically abundant
with problems, famines,
disasters and wars as
much as with riches.

This issue reviews the not-
highly-optimistic conditions
of humanitarian work in
Africa. It shows, however,
that despite prevailing
difficulties, humanitarian
workers are struggling
relentlessly to alleviate the
pain of the African human
being. Those humanitarian
workers are struggling in
an inequitable race against
pitiful conditions while
knowing that under the
present conditions, their
efforts are not but a drop in
the ocean. Still, they also
know that their efforts are
not in vain.

“Al-Insani”
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