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* Good Morning Lebanon ! * From the Field: Irag, Palestine, Sudan and Somalia
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* Good Morning Lebanon !

On the 14th of August, the agreement to cease hostilities in Lebanon came into force. Immediately after the
ceasefire was declared, ICRC convoys reached out to cities and villages that had been isolated for two weeks and
provided them with essential aid.

By: Mohamed Seif, Editor

* Impressive Lebanese Solidarity

| was mostly impressed in Lebanon by the solidarity between persons. | have been told they are used to war, but this
is not true, at least when it comes to the Southern population who have not witnessed before such heavy
bombardment.

By: Yves Etienne, Head of the Assistance Division, ICRC Geneva

* The United Nations and Politicization of Humanitarian Operations: Lebanon is not the last challenge
International organizations that play political and humanitarian roles at the same time, the UN in particular, are not
indifferent, but their work is subject to the will of the member states.

By: Khaled Mansour, UN Spokesperson, Lebanon

« Still a Believer

International Humanitarian Law and its application is the reflection of human nature: the conflict between good and
evil, tolerance and malice, humanity and barbarism.

By: Osama Damaj, ICRC Delegate for the Armed Forces, Cairo

¢ Cluster Bombs and Unexploded Ordnances: A Threat to the Lebanese Population
Long after the end of hostilities, these perfidious weapons continue to threaten, mutilate and randomly kill innocent
persons. They also stand in the way of reconstruction and economic development in the post-conflict period.

* That's How Things Are with the Poor, My Child.

Zainab sits motionless on the corner of the bed, leaning on one side. In a low voice, as if talking to herself, she tells
about what happened, while her eyes wonder: "Did this really happen?".

By: Hanady Salman, Lebanese Journalist

* Discrimination between Victims : Of What Morals Do They Speak?

Victims are victims in the eye of International Humanitarian law. No category can be discriminated against, and they
are all entitled to help and support.

By: Mohamed Seif

* The Lebanese Red Cross : Saving Lives and Restoring Peoples’ Sense of Dignity

¢ Lebanon: Photos

* Iraq: Messages from an Anonymous Person: Do not Worry. We Are Still Alive !

* Baher Is Dead.
By: Ahmed Khaled el-Rawi, ICRC Iraq

The Palestinian Scene: A Humanitarian Reading

How can the eyes of a Palestinian kid assimilate the killing and death scenes to which he/she is exposed almost on
a daily basis? What reflections do such scenes have on his/her behavior?

By: Ehab Bessaiso, Journalist and Professor of Media Studies, UK

* The Abuja Agreement: A Step towards Resolving the Conflict in Darfur
Darfur is still suffering a humanitarian crisis despite the arrived-at Abuja Agreement.
By: Abdullah Adam Khater, Political Analyst, Sudan

* The Somali War Drama and Reproduction of Humanitarian Tragedies

Throughout years of struggle, more than one fifth of the Somali population sought refuge in neighboring countries,
around half a million Somalis were internally displaced and over a million killed.

By: Sayed Awad Othman, Specialist in Africa Affairs

* Perpetuating Forced Disappearance: A Shameful Act

* Qana Times

* Do We All Need Psychological Help?

Military personnel and civilians have been suffering alike from the horrors of war. This applies to those who are
directly exposed to war and also to those who merely follow it through Satellite channels. All suffer as a result acute
long-lasting pain.

By: Mahmoud Attia, Professor of Psychology, Cairo

* Around the World

» Without Retouches: Ashley.
By: Sahar el-Sa'dni, ICRC Cairo

¢ Publications

Editorial

The Middle East:
Complicated
Humanitarian Files

n the 12th of July,

another wave of

violence swept

across the Middle
East when a war broke out
and most parts of
Lebanon and Northern
Israel were heavily shelled
and bombed throughout
30 breathtaking days.

In Lebanon, the
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC)
joined hands with the
Lebanese Red Cross, a
heroic organization, in an
attempt to reach out to
displaced persons, and
provide them with means
of subsistence.
Immediately after the
ceasefire, ICRC convoys
moved to south Lebanon's
cities and villages to
distribute aid and
rehabilitate hospitals,
power stations and water
systems.

Although active hostilities
have stopped, what
happened in Lebanon will
have long term impact.
Wounds are deepening in
a region already injured in
most of its parts:
Palestine, Irag, Somalia,
Sudan, Afghanistan, and
now Lebanon. Moreover,
many expect this region to
witness new crises and
conflicts in the future, thus
injuring it even more.

In Iraq, for example, the
number of Iraqis killed
since March 2003 is
terrifying. And even if the
figures are not always
accurate, the scope of the
catastrophe in Iraqg is
undeniable. Extensive
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round-the-clock brutalities
and sad stories fill
peoples’ lives. Irag has
become an ever-bleeding
wound refusing to heal. It
has become a horrifying
nightmare.

In the middle of those
crises, humanitarian and
human rights' workers
face obstacles that
prevent them from
reaching the worse-
affected and the most
vulnerable. These
obstacles, often the
outcome of intricate
national, regional and
international
circumstances stand in
the way of humanitarian
solutions. They make all
human beings feel
helpless.

Some question the impact
of humanitarian work and
wonder if it can resist the
consistent efforts made to
paralyze it. To them,
humanitarian work is as
helpless as the victims of
conflict.

Undoubtedly, proponents
of this opinion base their
views on our harsh reality.
Humanitarian workers,
however, have a different
point of view. They are in
constant search of light in
the dark: this is what
motivates them to reach
out to victims and to
vulnerable persons.

This is what they are
concerned with, and what
they have been
continuously working on.
This is their way to deal
with their highly
complicated humanitarian
files.

“Al-Insani”
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