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Nahr el-Bared Camp: pains of migrating.. dreams of returning

Contents

+ Special File: The Tragedy of Nahr el-Bared Camp-Lebanon
On the 20th of last May, fighting erupted between “Fateh al-Islam” group and the Lebanese Army in Nahr el-Bared camp in Northern Lebanon.
Consequently, thousands of civilians fled into the neighboring “Beddawi” camp and some other Palestinian camps.

* Pains of migrating.. dreams of returning By: Samar Al-Kadi - ICRC Communications Officer, Beirut
Once again, Palestinians find themselves refugees after their first displacement from Palestinian villages and cities in 1948. This time they are being
displaced from one refugee camp to another. Some of the Palestinians tell us the story of their second displacement and repeated tragedy.

* Two LRCS Relief Workers Give their Lives to the Service of Man By: Ayad al-Monzer, LRCS Communication Officer.
On the 11th of June, Boulos Meamary and Haitham Suleiman, two young LRCS relief workers, were killed while working on the borders of Nahr el-
Bared Camp. They are thus added to the list of martyrs who gave their lives for duty and humanitarian work.

+ Nahr el-Bared’s Socio-Economic Role By: Michael Romig - Swiss Researcher in Middle East History and Development Studies

Unlike the majority of Palestinian refugee camps, Nahr el-Bared Camp in Norther Lebanon is a unique case because of the social links established
between its Palestinian inhabitants and the Lebanese population in the Akkar region. Economically, the camp had also become a central commercial
hub for the region. To what extent the eruption of hostilities will affect these economic and social relations? The future of the camp is hard to predict.

* The ICRC Alleviates the Suffering of the internally displaced By: Samar Al-Kadi
In cooperation with its partners, namely the Lebanese Red Cross (LRCS) and the Palestinian Red Crescent (PRCS) societies, the ICRC has provided
medical and humanitarian assistance to refugees and evacuated sick and dead persons since the very first days of the conflict.

* Gaza: A Huge Prison Concealing a Humanitarian Crisis
Review of the situation in Gaza under isolation and internal fighting

+ Contamplating from Gaza: Fear, Pride and the fight club By: Heba - A Palestinian women’s rights activist
In an attempt to shed more light on the humanitarian situation in Gaza, “Al-Insani” publishes some excerpts taken from Heba's blog “Contemplating
from Gaza” between May and August 2007.

+ From now on, you are someone else! By: Mahmoud Darwish - Palestinian poet
Darwish wrote this article in response to the internal fighting witnessed in Gaza last June.

* The story of three crossing points, and the tragedy of waiting By: Ziad Abu Laban, ICRC delegate in Cairo
Rafah crossing is the only point where the people of Gaza can have access to Egypt and other Arab countries. However, its repeated closure results in
humanitarian crises for the Palestinians who are so often trapped on the Egyptian side, unable to return home.

+ A Simple Dream one Year after a Dramatic War By: Jihad Bazzi - a Lebanese journalist

+ Prince Mer’ed Al Hussein: Many challenges for Arab countries in the fields of mines, and a call to join the Ottawa Convention

interview By: Rabab Al-Rifai, Media officer at the ICRC in Amman

Prince, Mer'ed Al Hussein, the appointed president of the 8th meeting of the state parties to the Convention prohibiting mines (Ottawa convention), due
to take place next November in Jordan, and Board Director of the Jordanian Organization for Mine Clearing and Rehabilitation, is interviewed by Al-
Insani on the challenges facing Arab countries in the field of mines.

+ Press Violations: a Need for a Strong Enforceable International Response By: Daoud Kuttab - Editor of the Arabic version of “Crimes of War”
The kidnapping of the BBC journalist in Gaza, Alan Johnston, is one of a series of kidnapping and killing operations committed against journalists in
various areas of conflict all over the world. However, the happy ending of this incident, i.e. his release on the 4th of July 2007, has shed light on the
many other sad endings of other journalists, and led to the demand that an international law be enacted for their protection.

+ Suddenly you are free but don’t seem to fit By: Brian Keenan, former hostage in Lebanon

+ Thirty years and the law of war stands the test of time By: Philip Spoerri - Director of the International law Department at the ICRC

Thirty years have passed since the adoption of the first and second Protocols Additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. The two protocols have been
a great reference in the development of how wars should be fought. They laid down a foundation for the protection of civilians during armed conflicts.

+ 40 Issues on the Way to Maturity By: Tamara Al-Rifai, Al-Insani staff
“Al-Insani” is celebrating its 40th issue, by reviewing its evolution through the events of the past 9 years

* The Environment: an Ignition Agent for Future Wars? By: Zeinab Ghosn, Al-Insani staff

While focus has been made over the past few years on the impact that armed conflicts have had on the environment, or the so-called post-conflict
environmental assessment, some argue today that the world “climate change” and its reflection on the environment is becoming a fundamental cause
behind the eruption of many conflicts.

+ Social - Economic Fabric as a Trigger for the Conflict in Darfur By: Abdallah Adam Khater — Sudanese writer and Journalist

This article addresses the social and economic background governing the relationship between various tribes which make the social fabric of the Darfur
region. It also delves into the tribal roots of the conflict, knowing that it is often these same roots that preserve social coherence, and that they can help
the region restore its balance when the conflict ends.

+ The Role of Images in Establishing a New Mythology of Death By: El-Hady Khélil - Professor of Literature and Cinema, University of Tunis

In this era, history has become a TV story written by those who own broadcasting sets. Recording history is no longer written by historians alone. Today,
anyone with a camera is capable of producing images that contribute to shaping awareness of historical events. This is true with the gradual
transformation of the collective memory into visual memory.

+ Nassir Chamma: telling the griefs of Iraq with music interview By: Zeinab Ghosn, Al-Insani staff

+ Crimes of war: Review of the second edition By: Kim Gordon-Bates and Raja Shehada

» War Poems By: Abdo Wazen

* Around the world

+» Wounds in the Palm Groves Introduced by: Amin Maalouf

+ Without Retouches : A Kiss before Dying By: Asmaa Mohamad Mostafa, Iragi journalist and writer

* Publications

Editorial

A world of mixed concepts

nother hot summer

stormed through the

Middle East from

Palestine to Irag and

over Lebanon, as if the
peoples of the region were
destined never to sit idles on a
beach.

One year has elapsed since the
hot summer that shook Lebanon
in 2006...

Another hard year on the
Palestinians...

Violence in Iraq has reached
unprecedented levels... leading
to what is seen as the biggest
displacement of population since
the Nagba in 1948.

And the people of Darfur wonder
what more to expect....

However, in the middle of
explosions, fire, and kidnapping,
the Iragi National Football Team
was able to win the Asian football
championship. In fact, the team
is a champion by all means. A
champion for surpassing the
conditions of its country, and
bringing hope for a normal life to
Iraqis, a life where they can play
football. It is a champion for
realizing this dream. And it is a
multi-confessional team,
representing the people of Iraq.

What is the problem, we wonder,
in having children play on the
street, and go to school, and in
allowing patients to receive
treatment, even in a country
under fire? Haven't the laws,
customs, ethics, and even
religions instructed us to keep
wars away from everyday life?

However, when 70% of the Iraqgis
have no access to clean water,
and 30% of their children are
malnourished, how can we
expect them to play football on
the street? They are not even
able to venture out for fear of
losing their lives. A report issued
by OXFAM, in cooperation with
Iragi NGOs, raised, once again,
the question of “who protects the
[raqgis?”

What a world of mixed concepts,
a world where politicians and
warlords have anymore shame
when they decide the fates of
people! What a world where
talking, debates, suggestions,
and initiatives, even when held in
good intention, rarely make a
difference. Everything happens in
the name of the Nation, the
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People, and their Rights.
Nevertheless, where are these
rights when an old man lingers at
the Egyptian border of Rafah,
with only one concern: to survive
the moment in order to die in his
home in Gaza, and be buried
under the olive tree? What does
politics offer to an Iraqgi teacher
clinging to his duty in a country
where 92% of schoolchildren
have learning difficulties?

What a world of abundant
information, but a world where
journalists, who circulate the
news are no longer valued. A
report by Reporters without
Borders (RSF) said that 2006 was
the worst year for journalists
since 1994, the year of the
Genocide in Rwanda. In addition
to the killing of 81 journalists in
2008, (most of them while on duty
in crisis areas) over 30 media
assistants (translators, drivers,
etc.) were also killed the same
year.

Another summer where we, at the
International Committee of the
Red Cross, raise the usual
questions: what will the coming
year be like? What are the
priorities we should set in our
annual plan? The ICRC has been
working in the Middle East without
interruption for forty years. It has
continued and increased its
activities, unfortunately, year after
year. As much as we are proud of
our organization, and of the
supreme law governing its work,
i.e. International Humanitarian
Law, we however wish we could
reduce the level of our presence,
and diminish our operations in the
region. For such a reduction can
only mean that the situation is
getting better in the region, and
that people’s need for
humanitarian organizations is
decreasing. However, we are
afraid that the reduction in the
number of humanitarian workers
in the region will rather indicate
an increase in the dangers they
now face, and not the opposite.
The most recent incident of the
Korean relief workers in
Afghanistan may serve as an
example, a sad one, in this
regard.

The summer is hot, and seems to
announce a hot autumn too.
However, the civilians, including
journalists and relief workers, are
attached to their lives and
committed to their duties despite
the flagrant violations of many of
their rights.

“Al-Insani”
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