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Missing People : Trapped Between Life and Death

Contents

* Missing People : Trapped Between Life and Death

This files looks at the problem of persons missing as a result of armed conflicts around the world, the Middle East and North Africa.
Stories from families of missing people in Jordan, Libya, Lebanon and Iran illustrate the latest report on the subject issued by the ICRC.
* From Jordan: Youssef is Dead...Youssef is Alive By: Abdel Karim Hindi

* From Lebanon: All Human Beings Are Entitled to Justice in the Face of Oppressors By: Wadad Halwani

* From Libya: The Suffering of the Wife of One of Guantanamo’s detainee By: Azza Kamel el-Maghour

* From Iran: A Story about an Empty Place that Hurts

* Loss of Dignity in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT)
Selections from a report issued by the ICRC in December 2007 on the humanitarian conditions of Palestinian living in the OPT.

* Putting an End to the Deadly Legacy of War: Mines, Remnants of War and Cluster Bombs
The eighth meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention is an occasion to remind the world of the deadly and often neglected
legacy of wars: mines, cluster bombs and other unexploded ordnances.

* A Look at Somalia: Tragedy of a People against Whom Nature and Human Beings are Allied By: Mohie el-Din Mohammed
An attempt to shed some light on the lives and suffering of people in Somalia, a country undergoing an armed conflict since 1991.

* Empty Stomachs Do Not Know Hope By: Stephanie Barquehais
* Even Nature Fights Them!

* Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Mohsen, Head of the Somali Red Crescent, interviewed by Bernard Barrett: Challenges that the SRC faces:
tracing the missing people and protecting IDPs in a country devastated by wars and nature

* The 30" International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

* Special File: The Arab Maghreb

Away from the Middle East abundant with conflicts, the Arab Maghreb has had its own recent history of events. We hereby ask how the
Maghreb looks at the Middle East, and what lessons can be learnt from the philosophy and Sufism characteristic of that region?

This file attempts to answer some of these questions through thought-provoking articles by some of the most important authors in the
regions, aiming at highlighting the role the Arab Maghreb played in the development of international humanitarian law IHL, far before the
[atter was drafted in clear provisions and conventions.

* The ICRC and the Arab Maghreb: A History of Cultural Exchange and Humanitarian Action By: Yves Arnoldy

* Protection: An Initiative that Goes beyond the Scope of the Convention

o Neutrality: A Must for Protecting Victims of the Conflict in Western Sahara

* Supporting Just Cases Abiding by Human Values By: Zyed Krichene

* The Issue of Wars in Religious Thought By: Dr. Hassan el-Qarwashi

* Al-Fazari’s Kitab el-Seyyar (or The Book on Biographies): War from a Religious Perspective By: Dr. Edrees el-Fasi el-Fehri
* The Human Being in the Thought of Sufist Philosopher Ibn Arabi By: Zyed Krichene

* The Prince Abdel Qader of Algeria and the Codification of Humanitarian Principles in Times of War By: Mohamed Ben Ahmed

* Al-Shabbi’s Poetry: Canticles of the life By: Mohamed Al-Saghir Awlad Ahmed

* A Poem by Abil Qassem Al-Shabbi

* Without Retouches

The visit of HA to NA allowed him to look closely at some humanitarian issues. In his book “the Regency of Tunis”, the founder of the
Red Cross looks at several aspects of humanity and humanitarian concem. We chose to publish excerpts of a chapter on slavery and
the trade of slaves in 19" century Tunisia

* A Look at Regency of Tunis By: Henri Dunant

* Around of the World

* Publications

Editorial

On the Flying Carpet
his issue of Al-lnsani
comes at a time
abunaant with numerous
religious holidays and
cultural feasts. The Greater
Bairam/Eid Al-Adha is preceded
by the Jewish New Year and
followed by the Western
Christmas. We also fiip the
calendars to 2008, before
celebrating Muslims’ New Year (of
the Hegira) and Eastern Christmas
in early January. On all these
occasions, people exchange
wishes of love, health, prosperity
and peace. Meanwhile, we at Al-
Insani continue to focus on the
Human Being who is dreaming of
peace...

2007 has been a harsh year,
taking many people further away
from their dream of achieving
peace. At the time pilgrims arrived
to Mecca for their most sacred
rites, explosions causing uncalled-
for death and causalities shook
Algeria, while war in Irag and
Palestine Territories has continued
to kill innocent people. Yet, this
year has also witnessed intense
political activity and diplomatic
endeavors with the aim of moving
forward in the Middle East, a
region worn out by wars and
crises.

With the beginning of the year, we
choose to take our readers to the
birthplace of the famous Arab
explorer Ibn Battuta, meandering
from Libya to the Westem Sahara.
The region of North Africa, also
known as the Arab Maghreb,
holds a special place for the
ICRC, whose founder, Henri
Dunant had once recorded his
fondness of its countries, in
particular Tunisia.

During our trip, we hear of a love
story put on hold for 24 years, for
its main protagonist, a Moroccan
ladly, anxiously awaited the release
of her fiance captured during the
conflict in Wester Sahara. We
also stop at the house of the
acclaimed poet Abil Qassem Al-
Shabbi, in what he used to
describe as “beautiful Tunisia”, to
listen to his poetry on the
misfortunes of war. We also visit
el-Qarawiyyin University in

Morocco, the oldest university in
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the region, to view a document
dating back to the year 270 A.H
(880 A.D.), and that lays down the
principles of civilized treatment of
the enemy.

We cannot but feel surprised at
the way things have turned out in
our contemporary world, in
particular in conflict areas where
we witness violations, oppression
and bloodshed. How could this
Still take place if this very region’s
ancient civilizations, religions and
cultures have called for mercy and
tolerance for centuries?!

Comparing the New with the Old,
the Eastern with the Western and
religions with cultures and
clvilizations, we notice that they all
sanctify human beings and call for
respect of their dignity. Where did
things go wrong?! Why have
some people come to be
marginalized? How have their
rights come to be so overlooked?
Some would attribute this to
political reasons, accusing a party
or another of violence, racism or
terrorism. However, the ICRC's
viewpoint is that nothing justifies
unnecessary violence and nothing
calls for attacking unarmed
civilans. Political decisions that
collectively punish entire peoples
cannot be rationalized by any logic
whatsoever. So things went
wrong when some people forgot
that wars had rules, and that
inflicting pain had limits.

At the end of a difficult year for
humanity and human beings, we
call upon policy and decision-
makers, again and again, not to
attack civilians, not to include
them in plans to weaken the Other
and not to use them as means for
revenge.

By the end of 2007 and the
beginning of 2008, Al-Insani takes
occasion of the interweaving
spiritual and religions feasts to
wish its readlers a more gentle,
humane and tolerant New Year
2008. As for ourselves, we wish
to continue playing a hopefully
increasing role in protecting
victims of war and voicing their
plight.

Happy New Year to all of you!
“Al-Insani”
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