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Food Crisis: A Poorer and More Starved World

Contents

+Food Crisis: A Poorer, More Starved and Less Stable World By: Zeinab Ghosn
The world today faces a dangerous food crisis because of the increasing scarcity o food products coupled with their constanty higher prices. And afthough experts can point to environmental or economic
causes, it seems that both globalization, and the new food habits it has introduced, as wellas the use of food to produce energy all contribute to shamening the crisis.

+ Food Crisis: a Growing Humanitarian Cost
The Interational Red Cross Red Crescent Movement is scaling up s preparedness to confront an unprecedented food crisis. In this context, Barbara Boyle Said, Head of ICRC Economic Securty Unt,
speaks about the potential causes of this problem and the necessary strateges to sumount .

+Hospitals in Gaza and the West Bank: Patients Suffer and Equipment s Rare By: Helge Kvam, ICRC Media Relations Officer, Jerusalem
The restrictions on the freedom of movement in the West Bank and Gaza, as a result of checkpoints and the West Bank barier, have had serious effects on the functioning of hospitals and health care centers.
Consequently the quality of the medical care afforded to pafients has deteriorated, while spare parts for hospital equipment have run short

*Mesopotamia is Yearning for Water By: Dr. Taleby Al Badrani, rag writer, Poltical Science Specialist
Atthough Iraq s rch in water resources, most of the country’s population is in dire need of potable water. The crisis s partly the resut o the war in 2003, butthe volatie politcal and security situation have
contributed to the re-emergence of iseases that had disappeared for decades.

+ Lost Dreams in the Buffer Zone By: Ruba Affani, ICRC Communication and Media Officer, Amman
Since 2005, a group of familie from Iranian-Kurdish origin has been fiving in tragic circumstances in a camp on the borders between Jordan and Irag. Their calamity remains unresolved.

+“Al Bared River” Camp Struggles for Survival By: Samar Al Qadi, Communication Offcer, ICRC Beirut
Ayear after an amed confict eft the Palesfinian refugee camp Al-Bared in rubbles in Northem Lebanon; its population stillacks the means of subsistence and suffers from the loss of their homes and property.

+ Phone Call from Guantanamo

Tiwo diferent stories from Yemen and Tunisia about phone calls befween detainees in Guantanamo and their reatives back home, a way of communication faciltated by the ICRC with the approval of the
detaining authories.

+ Mohamed Returs Back to Life By: Hatem Fadlullah, ICRC protection Delegate, ICRC Delegation in Sanaa

* Reunited across Thousands of Miles By: Soumaya Beltifa, Communicafion Department, ICRC Delegafion in Tunis

 Cluster Muniitions: Historic Convention for the Protection of Civilians
In May 2008, and during a diplomatic conference in Dublin, 10 states agreed on a treaty to ban the use, production and stockpiing of cluster munitons.

Special File: Journalists: Victims of Weapons and Weapons of War

What makes jouralists and photographers such soft targets during wars? Who protects them and quarantees their neutrality? Despite the protection afforded to them in intemafional humanitarian law, a
growing number of journaists are victims of amed conficts. This special fle addresses the question of joumalists in war situafions, violafions against them and their use by warring parties s instruments of
Pressure.

+ Arab Media: Victims and Weapons By: Lawrence Pintak, Director of the Electronic Press Center (Web-CT) at the American University of Cairo
Alookinto how much the media has become an instrument of war n the Middle East, and how a poltical or warring party can target meda insftutions afffiated with another party.

* International Humanitarian Law and the Protection of Media Personnel in Armed Conflicts By: Knut Dormann, Head of ICRC Legal Division, ICRC Geneva
Areading into the legal provisions granting protection to media personnel during armed confics. The article shows how violations against joumalists can be avoided ifthose legal provisions were applied more
diigently.

+ Provocative Violence in the Arab Television Space By: Salam Al Kawakibi, Syrian polical science researcher
With the muttplication of Arab satellte and short wave broadcasting in the Arab world, many hoped that the media landscape would become a space for openness and debate. The author wonders to what
extent such a change really took place.

+The Journalist ‘s Life is Always at Risk By: Ibrahim Salama, Iracf joumalist
Iraq has become the most dangerous spot for journalists today, with tens of casualties among media staf since 2003. The author of this artile gives his own version of the situation, having himself escaped
death several fimes in the past few years.

*When the Journalist Becomes a Soldier in the Battlefield By: Yasser Abdel Aziz, Eqypfian expert and media advisor
Many have glorified wars in their writings and postions, while others have been accused of treason in thr attempts to promote peace. How big a role do the media play in the making of such judgments?

+ Conflicts and Radio Stations By: Khaled Mansour, Eqypfian writer curently working as a media director of a UN mission
The media generally and radio broadcasfing in particular, plays a major role in mobilizing peaple during conflcts. From spreading selective information to creating moral jusfifcation for certain actions, the
media can be held responsible forfabricating historical facts and for fuelling violence.

+ Assisting Journalists in Dangerous Places: the ICRC Hotline By: Dorothea Krimitsas, ICRC Press Attachée -
In 1985, the ICRC assigned a hotiie for journalists to call when they find themselves in dangerous situations.

+ICRC Blog on the Internet By: Frederic Joli, ICRC Spokesperson in France and blogger of ‘L humanitaire dans tous ses éfats” (The Humanitarian in All Circumstances).
The ICRC delegation in France created a year ago a blog entitied ‘humanitarian in all circumstances, a unique way of addressing humanitarian issues over the infemet.

+|CRC films on “YouTube”
Earlyin 2008, the ICRC concluded a partnership with “YouTube” website, specialized in broadcasting videos. This was an opportunty to display ICRC films o Infemet viewers.

+ Myanmar: The Worst Humanitarian Disaster after Tsunami
Cyclone Nargis, which hit Myanmar (or Buma) in Southeast Asia on 4 May 2008, left more than 77 thousand people dead and no less than 55 thousand missing. The ICRC confributed to alleviating the
suffering ofthe affected population through assistance provided to the devastated communites.

+ One Wornan Trying to Make Peace out of the Wrecks of Demolition By: Naela Khalil, Palestiian Jouralist
The story of Sima Anbass, a released Palestinian detainge, and her endeavor towards peace won the second prize in the Best Humanitarian Story compefiton organized by the ICRC in 2007.

*Iranian Cinema: on War and the Search for Peace By: Mehrzad Danesh, lranian Cinema Critc working in the ‘Fiim Magazine”
With the outbreak of the Irag-ran war in the eighies of fast century, war became a major topic for the Iranian fim industry. The trend continued, abet with a new approach, even after the war ended in 1969,

+ Poetry: Crying between the Hands of Zarqaa Al Yamama'*) By: Amal Donkol, Eqyptian poet (1940 - 1983).
The twenty-first of May 2008 marks the twenty-fth anniversary of the death of Donkal.

+ Without Retouches: The Last Departure By: Ali Youssef Al Naoua, Syrian joumalist
This story was awarded third prize in the ‘best humanitarian story” competition organized by ICRC in 2007.

+ Around the World

(*)Acharacter of ancient Arabian mythology, who lived in Al Yamama region (part of the Arabian Pennisula), she had blue eyes and was so far-sighted that she could see a traveling person three nights away, it was said

Editorial

A ruthless summer?
nother summer hits us not
only with its heat wave but
also with the realisation that
what we are doing to our
planet is now officially
turning against us. Not only are the
environmental and climate changes
affecting the temperatures —both in
summer and winter- but they are now
affecting what we eat and how easy
our access to food is, and will be.

Global warming, the melting of the
glaciers, the ozone layer...how
many times have we heard those
words over the past decade? How
much have we changed our
lifestyles to accommodate planet
earth and Mother Nature? Not
much, despite the outcry of
environmentalists and the Green
parties. At best, and especially in
our region, we look at
environmentalists as romantics; at
worst, we just ignore their warmings.

But in the past few weeks, alarm
bells have started ringing, from
humanitarian and other
organisations, announcing that
things will no longer be as they
were:. food habits will need to
change, diets will grow less
nutritious, and as usual the poorer
will be most affected.

Al-Insani looks in depth into this
tragic development through the
cover story, and sends out an SOS
to anyone who can make a
difference, no matter how small:
recycling paper, using less plastic,
or any small act that can help
protect the air we breathe. ..

And speaking of the air we breathe,
we seem also to be breathing
information as we inhale those
days, with the multiplication of
media organisations and new
outlets. Everywhere we turn our
heads; we are bombarded with
stories, counter-stories, debates
and opinions. We thought that in
this issue, it was worth exploring
the role of the media in today’s
conflicts: has the media become
part of conflicts now? May it
sometimes foment the conflict or
does it, as It often states, aim at
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curbing the differences and building
bridges? A variety of leading media
staff and researchers has helped
us ook at this question from its
different angles. It is no secret that
the modern way of bringing reality
into one’s own house makes us all
involved, more or less directly, in
any event. It has therefore become
increasingly difficult to turm a blind
eye (or a deaf ear) to any political
issue, especially in a region, like the
Middle East, highly charged with
emotions and opinions.

Is this good or bad, one might
wonder? Is it constructive to feel
one Is part of a conflict, either
because of constant live coverage
or for being often exposed to
heated opinions and inflammatory
language? There seems to be no
Clear-cut answer. The
mushrooming of new sources of
information (TV, web, blogs or even
SMS) has certainly allowed more
people to be involved in general
debates (provided of course they
have the basic tools for such
access). However, by having such
platforms, have people become
more aware of ‘the other” or have
they become more antagonistic to
“the other’s opinion”? And what
about those who do not have
access to modern media, are they
now completely alienated from
general debates and from
participating in the making of what
is known as “public opinion”?

The special file in this issue raises
these questions, and many others,
about the role the media plays
when covering a confiict, and the
manner in which it affects recipients
of information. And of course, when
we speak about conflicts we
cannot help but shed light on the
complex situations in our region.
from the health situation in Gaza to
the scarcity of clean water in Iraq,
we wonder as usual how we can
make life more bearable for people
who suffer from situations of
violence and unrest. At the ICRC,
we welcomed the summer with our
sleeves rolled high, for we know
summers can be ruthless.
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