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Russia — Georgia: What is Behind the Battle of Caucasus?

Contents

+ Russia - Georgia: What is Behind the Battle of Caucasus? By: Eric Hoesli, Swiss Intemational Expert in Caucasus Affairs
While the whole world was tuming its eyes towards the opening of the Olympic Games in Beijing, war broke out in Caucasus. Is there a historical background
for this war going beyond the present time?

+ Portraits from Thilisi By: Jessica Barry, ICRC
Elderly peaple are no doubt the most affected persons by the recent conflict in Georgia and Sth. Ossetia, particularly for such a change brought to their lives.

+ That is How the Exchange of Detainees and Human Remains Between Lebanon and Israel Took Place By: Samar Al Qadi, ICRC Communication
Officer, Beirut.

Once again, the ICRC maintains its role as neutral intermediate in the region. It has recently facilitated the exchange of 2 remains of Israeli soldiers, and 197
remains of Lebanese and other Arab fighters, in addition to the repatriation of five Lebanese detainees on the 16.07. 2008.

+ Shawky Amin: The Story of A Quick Return After a Long Absence By: Hala Shemlawi, ICRC Communication Officer, Amman.
This is the story of an ICRC truck driver in Amman who took part in the transfer of released detainees and bodies from Israel to Lebanon. which
enabled him, for the first time since the 1967, to visit the lands of his ancestors.

+ Procedural Principles and Safeguards for Internment/ Administrative Detention in Armed Conflicts and Other Situations of Violence By: Jelena
Pejic, ICRC Legal Advisor

This article reviews, on basis of the I H L and Human Rights Law and Standards, the minimum set of procedural principles and safeguards to be applied in all
cases of deprivation from freedom for security reasons.

* Missing in the War: What Happened to my country? By: Dr. Nasser Al-Samera'i, ICRC Iraq

The Irag-Iran conflict of 1980-1988 left behind a hard legacy for scores of thousands of families on both sides, waiting for news about their missing loved ones.
The war was then followed by the 1st Gulf war of 1990, which left behind hundreds of missing, both Kuwaitis and Iraqis. There was finally the 2nd Gulf war of
2003. Today, the hard humanitarian legacy of these wars continues to weigh the three states down.

* Thousands of Combatants are Still Unaccounted for
Amou was signed by the governments of Iran and Iraq, as well as the ICRC on the 16.10.2008. It consfituting an important step in alleviating the heavy burden
bome by scores of thousands of Iraqi and Iranian families who lost their loved ones in the Irag-Iran war.

+ The Missing in the Irag-Iran War: A Few ‘Particulars’, and Big ‘Titles’ By: Ahad Kodreziany, Iranian journalist
It may be difficult to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the humanitarian and moral loss of the Irag-Iran war, and to provide documented figures on the
number of martyrs, wounded, disabled, POW's, and missing. Are the consequences of this war limited to numbers and statistics?

+ICRC Role on Behalf of the Missing from the Invasion of Kuwait, and the Gulf War By: Jean-Michel Monod, ICRC Regional Delegate to the GCC
Countries

Seventeen years after the liberation of Kuwait by the Coalition Forces, ICRC mechanism developed to find out the missings’ fate still working, a success in
itself. How was this mechanism set up? And what are its results?

* The Role of Forensic Medicine in Clarifying the Fate of the Missing
Forensic medicine is a major means to clarify the fate of the missing during conflicts. ICRC gives great attention to this field. Here is an interview with ICRC
Advisor in Forensic Medicine, Andrés Patino, on the importance of this discipline.

+ Sa'ada, a Humanitarian Tragedy Told Through the Displaced Eyes By: Adnan Hazzam, ICRC Field Officer at the Communication and Publication Unit, Yemen
Humanitarian suffering grows whenever fighting renews between the “Believing Youth” and the Yemeni governmental forces in the region of Sa'ada, 243 km from
Sana'a. This article reviews the history of the confiict, and the victims it left behind.

+ Armed Violence and Humanitarian Action in Urban Areas By: Marion Harroff-Tavel, ICRC Political Consultant

Mogadishu, Grozny, Kabul and Baghdad have all been affected by the violence of an armed conflict. For humanitarian organizations, often working in rural areas,
these places present particular challenges. This uncontrolled breeding ground of new forms of violence between armed groups, will be of concern not only to
development agencies but also to humanitarian organizations...

+ The Humanitarian Challenges of Conducting Military Operations in Populated Areas By: Oussama Damaj, ICRC Regional FAS
Conducting military operations in populated areas raises many challenges for the military to secure the respect for relevant intemational standards. The nature of
these areas affects the conduct of hostilties, and limits the legal use of force.

+ Violence and “Optsimism” an Essay by: Dalal El-Bizry, Lebanese Writer

+ The Rose of Yatma, By: Mahasen Al-Kout, ICRC Officer at the Follow up and Detainees Affairs Unit, ICRC Office in Nablus
The story of a Palestinian Child who died because of the delay of the ambulance due to the security measures at the cross-point.

+ Palestinian Youth: Touching Stories and the Search for the Meaning of Life By: Dr. Mosleh Kana'ana, Assistant Professor and Head of Sociology and
Anthropology Department at Birzeit University, West Bank

In a field study conducted in the West Bank (2004-2005), the researcher collected life stories of 27 young persons. In an attempt to understand other people’s
lives, identities, ways of thinking, he asked them to talk about their favorite stories; the stories that touched their lives and influenced their characters.

+ Poetry: Selections from the late Mahmoud Darwish’s Poetry (1941 - 2008)

+ Documenting Events Through the Cinema: From the Fantasy of Still Photography to the Vulgarity of Television By: El- Hady Khalil, Professor of
Cinema and Literature, Tunis University

The writer argues that cinema is a dying art. Therefore, there should be a “return to the sources”, Specifically, to those documentary tapes which reflected
peoples' lives, joys and tragedies.

+ Without Retouches: The Soldier’ Maze, Inside the Screen ... Outside the Screen! By: Mohamed Suhail Ahmed, Irai Writer
Excerpts from a short story published in “Wounds in the Palm Trees”

Editorial

ew crisis, old crises,
humanitarian aftermath

«Crisis». In just weeks, the
word became recurrent <news
headline» worldwide and subject of
all conversations and fears. After
the «food crisis» (Insani 43) and the
«enerqgy crisis», the «financial crisis»
suddenly threw down global stocks,
drove financial institutions bankrupt
and shook governments on their
bases. Not only speculators were
affected, but plain citizens, small
savers and pensioners, and the
crisis is affecting the «real
economy», with a «global
recession» looming ahead,
companies laying off workers and
states getting frailer over their huge
bail out spending on borrowed
funds, with prospects of fading
fiscal resources.

The «development and humanitarian
aid community» largely relies on
government funds, and it starts to
worry about its ability to fully pursue
its programs, knowing these
activities will become more needed
than ever. As the turmoail is likely to
affect the more vulnerable in the
developing world, increased social
tensions and possible violent
protest actions and responses
could be expected. We hope that
governments will be wise enough
not to cut on programs that will
prove indispensable to mitigate the
effects of both the past and new
crises, thus upholding their
commitments of global solidarity.

As autumn brought this disruption
of the economy, summertime
epitomized the emergence of a new
international relations paradigm.
Indeed, August 8th witnessed both
the opening of the Beijjing Olympic
Games — recognition of China’s
«world power» status - and the
events of South Ossetia & Georgia
that led to Russia’'s military
intervention. These unrelated
situations reshaped our vision of the
geopolitical balance across the
globe, tolling the bells for the so
called «unipolar world» that followed
the «post-Berlin wall fall» era, and
consolidating a new «multjpolar
order» which also includes several
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emerging nations of the south.

In the Middle East, the past months
witnessed some positive
developments, like the continuation
of Gaza «truce agreement», the
election of a Lebanese FPresident,
unexpected «talk rounds» between
traditional foes and the exchange of
prisoners and mortal remains on the
Lebanon-Israel border. This subject
is covered under three angles:
report of the «exchange journey»,
testimony of a truck driver and legal
considerations on IHL & detention.

Alas, the humanitarian panorama
surrounding conflicts and
occupation remains grim, with other
countries suffering from the legacies
of past confrontations. In the
Palestinian territories, the hardship
caused by the occupant’s imposed
restrictions deeply affected the
social fabrics, as well as the health
condiitions (see articles on Gaza &
West Bank).

Missing persons are also a burning
issue for their families, even
decades after their disappearance.
The recent signing of an agreement
between Iran, Iraq and the ICRC on
the fate of the «war missing», the
question of the disappeared during
Kuwait's occupation and
subsequent war (1991) and the
actual role of forensics in Iraq are
examples of lasting wounds.

Finally, we all witness that
contemporary armed confiicts are
mostly non-international, and that
they often involve the use of force in
urban settings, thus over-exposing
civilians and non-military objectives
non-discriminated targeting and
collateral effects, with specific
challenges for all combatants, dire
humanitarian consequences for the
population, and growing threats for
aid organizations. Al-Insani tackles
points as the need for increasing
IHL respect and for adequately
preparing fighters for urban combat,
together with sociological
approaches on the roots of urban
violence. We wish you a good
reading.
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