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In this issue, we present
children's testimonies that may
be paintul, but are also full of the
life and the courage these
children have, with which they
go beyond their distress and the
loss of all they cherished; by
which they create a new safer
life. A life that is filled with an
eternal longing for what had
been before violence tore them
away from their lives and
dreams. These children tell their
stories from the children's ward
at the Merwais hospital in
Kandahar, Afghanistan, as well
as Baghdad in Iraq, the town of
"Obo" in Central Africa, and from
Lebanon. QOut of the alienation
they feel, they tell their stories;
so that no other children should
be fatherless like them, as
Waqqas, who lost his father in
an explosion in Baghdad when
he was less than five, wishes.

This issue also discusses the
challenges facing humanitarian
work, and the efforts made to
protect civilians. It deals
specifically with the lessons
learned from the events in Libya
and Coéte d’lvoire, based on
ICRC field experience in these
two contexts. These lessons
can form a base to improve
humanitarian work in other
regions in the world which
undergo similar circumstances.
In this regard, we should not
forget to mention the serious
risks encountered by health and
medical teams in areas of
violence while performing their
duty in saving lives. It is crucial
that these teams always be
respected and supported in
performing their job.

This issue of Al-Insani
addresses these topics, in
addition to presenting various
other humanitarian concerns.

“Al-Insani”
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Editorial

All that violence ....

ow does it feel for a

child to grow up under

acts of violence? A

child whose life was

turned, at best, into a
distant memory before he
became an orphan? How
does it feel to long for the
warmth of your family home,
your favourite toys and the
beloved hubbub of your street,
when you find yourself a
resident in one of those tents
erected under the open sky;
when you lose your name, and
become a refugee, a displaced
person, or a number on the
lists of the dead or
disappeared?

This issue of Al-Insani is being
released while civil disturbances,
conflicts, and violent acts are
spreading over the Middle East
and North Africa. This violence
has resulted in the death of
hundreds, and the injury of
many more people, in addition
to forcing thousands of people
to leave their homes and
abandon their normal lives in
search of safety.

Despite the protection afforded
to them by law, thousands of
children all over the world are
exposed to violence and its
devastating consequences on a
daily basis. They become
helpless eyewitnesses to the
atrocities that befall their families
and relatives. This violence
exposes the children themselves
to killing, maiming,
imprisonment and separation
from their families. Should they
themselves survive, they would
have no clue as to what future is
awaiting them and their beloved
ones. They are forced to flee,
left to their fate while carrying
their deep psychological
woundas.
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