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Geneva Conventions), the
ordeal of this profession has
increased and the protection
of journalists has become
even harder. According to
«Reporters without Borders»,
55 journalists were Kkilled
around the world In 2011
alone, including two in Egypt,
five in Libya, one in Tunisia, Six
in Yemen and seven in Iraq,
which means that nearly 40
percent of the reporters who
died were covering events in
our region.

While international
humanitarian law prohibits

the targeting of journalists

as civilians rather than as a
special category of protected
persons, the responsibility for
the protection of journalists/
reporters lies primarily with
the reporter himself. Hence
the importance of the file dealt
with in this issue of «al-Insani>,
which includes testimonials of
a large number of well-known
journalists in the region, who
have covered a variety of war
situations and come out with
experiences and conclusions
that they wanted to share

with other fellow journalists,
perhaps with the hope that
they might be useful to them
in their work in the field. These
testimonials are extremely rich
material for readers in order

to understand the nature of
Jjournalism and reporting of
conflicts. It is also an invitation
addressed to them to facilitate
the work of journalists and
protect them, because

they are the fundamental
intermediary that conveys the
true picture on the ground to
the entire world through their
reports, footage, and films.
Without them, any event,
tragedy or war is null and void!

“Al-Insani”
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Media Persons .. Withesses to War

Contents

+ Somalia: No Voice is Louder than the Voice of Death By: Sarah Nour El Din, an Egyptian journalist.
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Editorial
To Be a Live Witness

he second Gulf

War which flared

up in the 1990’s

represented a shift in

the quality of media
coverage of wars. This war
was the first televised confiict,
in the sense that the events
thereof were often transmitted
directly on air or live, to such
an extent that the audience
sometimes felt as if they were
smelling gunpowder and
rising flames! However, this
new reality would never have
happened had it not been
for two essential elements:
technological development of
the means of communication
in the realm of the media in
the twentieth century, and
field reporters who accepted
being present in that hot spot,
reporting on events in spite of
the hazards.

Perhaps this type of media
coverage of warfare is the
most difficult. It requires
reporters to be not only aware
of and alert to the events
surrounding them while
registering them, but also

to be wary of the risks they
entail, because they might
affect their personal safety
and often their lives. This type
of reporting is practically the
only one of its kind where the
reporter might shift from being
a mere transmitter of news to
becoming the substance of
news itself ... but certainly not
of good news.

In view of the increasing
armed conflicts in the Arab
region, especially with

the widespread internal
violence where international
law protecting civilians,
including journalists, is not
applicable (such as the Four
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