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Editorial

A scene that needs
correction!

hen we speak

about the

legitimacy of

humanitarian work,
we not only refer to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949
or their Additional Protocols -
setting the grounds for the
ICRC’s work in particular, but
we also mean the inherent
right of victims and vulnerable
people to assistance and
protection by virtue of the
laws of humanity. These
conventions and protocols are
the framework of this right:
they set limits to the excesses
of wars, and control the chaos
caused by conflicts.

In a time where means and
methods of warfare have
greatly developed, and the
number of civilian victims has
increased to unprecedented
levels, the principles coded in
these conventions have
gained greater value. It has
become the duty of everyone,
more than ever before, to
observe these principles and
comply with them. These
principles do not favor one
party of the conflict over the
other. They seek to provide
protection to all parties,
based on the law accepted
by all components of the
international community.

The course of the conflicts in
the Middle East today has
opened a new chapter of
brutality present at every
news bulletin. Targeting
unarmed persons; disrupting
their sources of income; and,
contrary to the internationally
recognized rules, humiliating
prisoners of war and
internees; and causing
innocent people, women and
children to become homeless
all are abhorrent practices
condemned by the human
conscience and disapproved
by any sound-minded person.

There is, then, a mistake in
the scene and it needs
correction!

In Iraq, for instance, the
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constraints imposed on
humanitarian work have
aggravated the situation of
the victims and increased
their suffering. This, however,
does not mean that if
humanitarian work were
properly carried out it would
solve all the problems
caused by war. But
humanitarian work could
certainly alleviate some
suffering while calling on all
parties to respect the limits in
the conduct of the conflict.

In this respect, there is no
need to repeat that the ICRC
does not judge anyone: it
constantly reminds all parties
in a conflict of the importance
of complying with the
provisions of international
humanitarian law, and it urges
them to allow space for
humanitarian work. In doing
S0, it seeks to fulfill the
mandate conferred to it by
the international community:
to provide its neutral and
impartial services. Humanity
must be allowed to develop
and play its role, despite the
chaos and barbarism that
threaten everyone.

It is obviously too naive to
think that opponents could go
to war in a completely clean
environment, where the
principles that govern their
conduct are fully respected.
In such an atmosphere, the
very justification of war would
vanish. It is therefore
important to maintain and
preserve the rules upon
which states have agreed, if
not to end wars, then at least
to limit devastation and
destruction, and to provide
basic safeguards and
assistance to the victims. In
fact, humanitarian action is
the core and spirit of such
safeguards.

It is when these safeguards
are ignored, that the scene,
as we see it today, needs
urgent correction.
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