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AL-INSANI. 30. winter 2004

A Promising Country with Deeply Rooted Culture (Special issue on Sudan)

Contents

¢ Cultural Diversity in Sudan throughout History

"The diverse cultures of Sudan should be a source of strength and unity, not dispersion, uncertainty and
search of an identity. The Sudan of today is the same Sudan of yesterday. Its identity has not been obliterated
by other imported cultures whether peacefully or through war. Rather, the Sudanese people have coexisted
with these cultures, taking what suits them, and leaving out the rest." By: Dr. Intesar Soghairoun Al Zain

* The Modern State in Sudan: History and Foundation

"Sudan as a land has been here since the dawn of history, with tribes, emirates, kingdoms and sultanates
emerging and developing on its soil. Sudan, as a state, however, with its current geographical borders was
born since two centuries ago." By: Mahgoub Saleh

* The Nile in the Lives of the Sudanese

"The Sudanese people are strongly connected with the Nile in their daily life. This can be clearly seen in the
rituals practiced through the life course of any individual Sudanese from his birth to his death."

By: Dr. Yousif Madani

* The Sudanese Economy: Moving Into a Typical Oil Example

"With the increase in its oil wealth, will Sudan sacrifice its agricultural and animal resources in favor of quick,
glamorous, relatively easily earned hard currency and foreign income, with all its negative social and political
ramifications?" By: Alsir Sidamed

* Sudanese Women and the Notion of Big Fear By: Amaal Abbas and Rabah El Sadik El Mahdi

* The South of Sudan: from Independence to the Naivasha Protocol

"The exceptional circumstances of displaced people, and the havoc and instability caused by the war have
urged humanitarian organizations to run to the relief of the victims of these events. Has relief work made the
world a smaller place and has it made people understand each other's suffering?" By: Abel Alir

* The East of Sudan: The Begga, Grandchildren of Koush Ben Canaan

"The word "begga" is derived from the original word "beggah" which means "tough warriors". This is a
characteristic of the people of east Sudan who have been known since thousands of years for their high
fighting capabilities. By: Dr. Amna Dirar

* Darfur: Hope on the Basis of the Catastrophe

"The exceptional crisis in Darfur, which influenced the negotiations between the government of Sudan and the
Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army held in Kenya, was not an artificial or emergency crisis. It has
deep political, cultural, economic, and social roots in the body of the region. However, a long time has passed
before the parties of the conflict recognize this." By: Abdalla Adem Khatir

* The African Unity and the Darfur Crisis By: Dr. Emad Awwad

* Civil Society in Sudan By: Mortada El Ghali

* Humanitarian Organizations Working in Sudan: the Pros and Cons By: Adlan Al Hardallow
* Challenges of Humanitarian Work in a Changing World By: Musa Yaakoub

* The ICRC: Work in Favor of All the Sudanese People By: Adel Sherif khatir

* The Sudanese Red Crescent Society: Half a Century at the Service of the Sudanese People

"Voluntary work is not something new for the Sudanese society. It is an entrenched practice which is evident in
many of its activities. It may have a different name from one tribe to the other. It is the seed of goodness in the
heart of every person, which comes out when need emerges. It helps clear the soul, and has become a
tradition and even identity of the Sudanese society

* The time of Pouncing By: Mo'taz Haddad

¢ Publications

Editorial

Sudan: Desirable Coexistence

he ICRC's first office in
Khartoum was opened in
1978 with the aim of
assisting victims of the
Ethiopian conflict. However,
since 1984 the ICRC has
engaged in activities related to
the internal conflict taking place
in Sudan between the
governmental forces and the
Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement/Army in the south. In
this context, a number of cease-
fire agreements have been
signed to put an end to twenty
years of internal conflict. These
agreements have now brought
some stability to this region.

However, the conflict that began
in Darfur in Western Sudan in
early 2003 between government
forces and Janjaweed militia on
the one hand, and the rebel
forces of the Sudan Liberation
Movement/Army and the Justice
and Equality Movement on the
other, has resulted in a massive
humanitarian crisis which lead to
the biggest ICRC deployments
worldwide. It must be noted that
the ICRC was one of the first
humanitarian organizations to
respond to the outbreak of this
conflict in February 2003.

Currently, the ICRC is providing
assistance to hundreds of
thousands of people. This
assistance includes building
camps for refugees, providing
water and sanitation for the
vulnerable, and distributing relief
items and medical supplies to
hospitals and health centers, as
well as helping reestablishing
contacts between families
separated by the conflict.

The operations in Sudan are the
biggest ICRC operations
worldwide, and are constantly
expanding. Therefore, the
number of ICRC staff in Sudan
has currently reached 1,331
including 155 expatriate
delegates.

In light of this special
humanitarian work taking place
in Sudan, “Al Insani” believed it
was important to provide its
readers with an analysis of the
crisis in Darfur with the social,
political and economic
circumstances surrounding it.
For this purpose, the previous
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issue of Al Insani included a
special file on this crisis; a file
which was contributed by
researchers specialized in
Sudanese affairs.

Actually, the current situation in
Darfur is only one facet of the
whole situation in Sudan.
Therefore, we thought we must
go ahead on what we have been
postponing due to constantly
pressing events in the Middle
East region: that is to have a
special issue of Al Insani on
Sudan.

In this special issue, Al Insani
continues its editorial policy of
providing its readers with a
panorama of countries beset by
conflicts, through reviewing their
historical, cultural and social
background.

Just like the ICRC offers its
services to all Sudanese people
on an equal basis, Al Insani
allows different points of view to
be expressed. Therefore, the
readers will find various
perspectives of the current
situation in Sudan expressed on
the responsibility of their authors.

In this issue, we are honored by
contributions from outstanding
Sudanese writers and
intellectuals to whom we are
grateful for the effort they
exerted. We would also like to
extend our thanks to the ICRC
delegation in Sudan which,
despite the difficult work it
undertakes all over the country,
has devoted part of its effort to
follow up and coordinate this
special issue. This effort came in
recognition of the importance of
publication and communication
in the humanitarian field, as they
go side by side with the fieldwork
which the ICRC delegation in
Sudan tirelessly undertakes.

The readers of this issue will find a
number of articles addressing
the situation in various regions of
Sudan, as well as the economic,
historical and social background
of this vast country which brings
together Arabic and African
identities in a unique
combination. Such a
combination should be an
endless source of richness,
when different cultures and
races in the region are able to
coexist
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