
Workshop on Humanitarian Principles 
Reading list 

REQUIRED READING 
• Fictitious case: “Press Conference: Humanitarian Assistance in Apamia” (to be sent to 

participants along with this document) 

• Legal Provisions: “Legal framework of the Fundamental Principles” (to be sent to 
participants along with this document) 

• ICRC, How does law protect in war?, ICRC, Geneva, 2011  
Specifically: 

- Case No. 46, ICRC’s Approach to Contemporary Security Challenges, p. 693. Also 
available online: https://www.icrc.org/casebook/doc/case-study/icrc-security-
challenges-case-study.htm  

• ICRC, How Does Law Protect in War, ICRC, Geneva, online version 
Specifically: 

- Case on UN Security Council Resolution on the Conflict in Syria, available at: 
https://www.icrc.org/casebook/doc/case-study/un-security-council-resolution-on-the-
conflict-in-syria.htm  

• ICRC, “The Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent”, ICRC, 1996. 
Available at: https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/icrc_002_0513.pdf  

•  “ICRC Q&A and lexicon on humanitarian access”, International Review of the Red 
Cross, Vol. 96, No. 893, Spring 2014, pp. 359–375, available at: 
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/11977/irrc-893-q-a.pdf  

FURTHER READING 

ICRC publications: 

• J. Labbé and P. Daudin, “Applying the humanitarian principles: Reflecting on the 
experience of the International Committee of the Red Cross”, International Review of the 
Red Cross, Vol. 97, No. 887-888, Spring/Summer 2015, available at: 
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/19006/irc_97_1-2-8.pdf  

• F. Schwendimann, “The legal framework of humanitarian access in armed conflict”, 
International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 93, No. 884, December 2011, pp. 993-1034. 
Available at: https://www.icrc.org/fre/assets/files/review/2011/irrc-884-schwendimann.pdf  
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• A. Donini, “Between a rock and a hard place: integration or independence of 
humanitarian action”, International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 93, No. 881, March 
2011, pp. 141-157. Available at:https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/review/2011/irrc-
881-donini.pdf  

• L. Minear, “The theory and practice of neutrality: Some thoughts on the tensions”, 
International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 81, No. 833, March 1999, pp. 63-71. 
Available at: https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/57jpsx.htm  

• J. A. Williamson, “Using humanitarian aid to ‘win hearts and minds’: a costly failure?”, 
International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 93, No. 884, December 2011, pp. 1035-
1061. Available at:https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/review/2011/irrc-884-
williamson.pdf  

• B. Pommier, « The use of force to protect civilians and humanitarian action: the case of 
Libya and beyond », International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 93, No. 884, December 
2011, pp. 1063-1083. Available at: https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/review/2011/irrc-
884-pommier.pdf  

• R. Barber, “Facilitating Humanitarian Assistance in International Humanitarian and 
Human Rights Law”, International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 91, No. 371, 2009. 
Available at: https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/irrc-874-barber.pdf  

• F. Terry, “The International Committee of the Red Cross in Afghanistan: reasserting the 
neutrality of humanitarian action”, International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 93, No. 
881, March 2011, pp. 173-188. Available at: 
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/article/review-2011/irrc-881-terry.htm   

• F. Kalshoven, “Impartiality and Neutrality and Humanitarian Law and Practice”, 
International Review of the Red Cross, Vol. 51, No. 516, 1989, available at: 
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayFulltext?type=1&fid=5998852&jid=RCE&volu
meId=29&issueId=273&aid=5998844  

Other publications: 

• M. Sassoli, “When are states and armed groups obliged to accept humanitarian 
assistance?”, Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP), 5 
November 2013. Available at: https://phap.org/articles/when-are-states-and-armed-
groups-obliged-accept-humanitarian-assistance  

• K. Mackintosh, “The Principles of Humanitarian Action in International Humanitarian Law, 
Humanitarian Policy Group (HPG)”, HPG Report 4, Overseas Development Institute 
(ODI), London, March 2000 

• S. O’Callaghan and L. Leach, “Principles in Action in Lebanon”, British Red Cross – 
ICRC – Lebanese Red Cross, 2012. Available at: http://www.redcross.org.uk/en/About-
us/Who-we-are/The-international-Movement/Fundamental-principles/Principles-in-
Action-project  
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• S. O’Callaghan and J. Backhurst, “Principles in Action in Somalia”, London, British Red 
Cross-Somali Red Crescent, 2013. Available at: http://www.redcross.org.uk/en/About-
us/Who-we-are/The-international-Movement/Fundamental-principles/Principles-in-
Action-project  

• H. Slim, “Global Welfare: A Realistic Expectation for the International Humanitarian 
System in ALNAP Review of Humanitarian Action”, Geneva, 2007  

• P. W. Singer, “Humanitarian Principles, Private Military Agents: Implications of the 
Privatized Military Industry for the Humanitarian Community”, 13 Brown J. World Aff. 
105, 2006-2007 

• R. Arnold, “The Legal Implications of the Military’s Humanitarisation”, 43 Mil. L. & L. War 
Rev. 21, 2004 

• Major F. W. Walterhouse, “Using Humanitarian Activities as Force Multiplier and as a 
Means of Promoting Stability in Developing Countries”, 1993 Army Law. 16, 1993 

• K. Anderson, “Humanitarian inviolability in Crisis: The Meaning of Impartiality and 
Neutrality for U.N. and NGO Agencies Following the 2003 and 2004 Afghanistan and 
Iraq Conflcits”, 17 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 41, 2004 

• S. Ranganathan, “Reconceptualizing the Boundaries of ‘Humanitarian’ Assistance: 
‘What’s in a Name’ or ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’, 40 J. Marshall L. Rev. 195, 
2006-2007 

• H. Spieker, “The Rights to Give and Receive Humanitarian Assistance”, in Hans-Joachim 
Heintze and Andrej Zwitter (eds.), “International Law and Humanitarian Assistance: A 
Crosscut Through Legal Issues Pertaining to Humanitarianism”, Springer, 2011 
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