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The Papua New Guinea Government’s National Disaster 
Centre (NDC), estimates that over 544,000 people have been 

people in immediate need of assistance. The estimated death 
toll is currently at 100. Due to the remoteness of many of the 
areas struck by the earthquake, no complete assessments 
have been possible to date. 

Destruction from the earthquake has been far reaching. 
Roads, communication towers, water tanks, shelters, medical 
centres, schools and food crops have been destroyed, resulting 
in both short and long term impacts to peoples’ livelihoods. 

the affected areas has made access to many communities 

The ICRC is focusing its humanitarian response to the 
population located within the periphery of the epicenter, in 
Hela and Southern Highlands Provinces. In partnership with 
the PNG Red Cross, the ICRC has provided a wide range of 
assistance for the affected communities, in coordination with 
other actors.

“Our immediate emergency response was to assess the extent 
of damage, especially to health structures, schools and living 
conditions at care centres, and ensure that basic functioning 
health structures are restored. Today, three months later, 
our focus continues to be geared towards the restoration and 
provision of clean water, solar lighting to some health centres 
and provision of shelter kits to IDP communities,” said Mark 
Kessler, Head of ICRC Mission in Papua New Guinea.  

On the 26th of February 2018, a 7.5 magnitude earthquake hit parts of the Highlands of Papua New Guinea, 

EMERGENCY PHASE – FIGURES UPDATE

DRINKING WATER SUPPLY

The ICRC has rehabilitated water storage tanks, helping to provide 

(SHP), and 45,000 litres in Hela Province. 

Nine new rain water harvesters have been installed, providing up to 
45,ooo liters of daily storage capacity in both provinces.

EMERGENCY HOUSEHOLD AND SHELTER KITS (NFI) 

NFI kits, consisting of two blankets, two mats, tarpaulins, buckets and 
soap. 

   
HEALTH ASSISTANCE

Immediately after the earthquake, the ICRC provided dressing 

Provincial Hospital.

Solar lights have been installed in delivery rooms in health centers in 
Hela and SHP, where a midwife is present.

NE
W

SL
ET

TE
R



The complex security situation means that humanitarian 
responders can at times be targeted in the Highlands of 
Papua New Guinea. Due to ICRC’s previous presence in the 

ICRC and PNGRCS have been well received by communities 
and other stakeholders in the region, as a trusted and familiar 
organisation.  

The ICRC increased its operations and activities in the two 
hardest hit provinces of Hela and Southern Highlands. In 

the past three months, ICRC has assisted nine centres for 
internally displaced people (IDPs), provided communities with 
basic shelter kits and assisted the Hela Disaster Committee 
by providing them with kits, to then be sent to some of the 
remotest communities within Hela Province.  Six health 
centres, nine IDP communities and six schools have been 
assisted through the provision of clean water storage and 
waste management services. The usual programs that are run 
in the Highlands are continuing in parallel to the earthquake 
response activities.  

that will help keep us warm during the night in the temporary 

Community members assisting the ICRC team during the delivery of activities
to the affected area of Nipa, Southern Highlands Province.



the landslides.

mobile repair teams were able to respond to more than a dozen 

these roads by landslides after the main earthquake had made 



FACTS & FIGURES 

Southern Highlands Province       

Hela Province

 solar lighting installed and fetal doppler donated 
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