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ICRC support, the National Society also 
continued to build up its tracing and 
RCM services, enabling family members 
separated by armed conflict or other 
situations of violence, including refugees, 
to contact each other. In a new initiative, 
an assessment began of the needs of urban 
refugees and migrants. 
Delegates visited detainees in places of 
temporary and permanent detention run 
by the Justice Ministry or armed forces, 
and monitored their treatment and living 
conditions, in accordance with the ICRC’s 
standard procedures. Detainees 

THE ICRC IN UGANDA
The ICRC has been present in Uganda since 
1979. Given the progress towards peace in 
the north of the country, ICRC assistance 
activities, many of which are implemented 
in partnership with the Uganda Red Cross 
Society, have been scaled down since 2010 
in response to decreasing humanitarian 
needs. In parallel, the ICRC continues 

to monitor the treatment of detainees 
and strives to raise awareness of IHL and 
humanitarian principles among the armed 
and police forces.

The ICRC currently employs 62 staff, 
including 10 expatriates and 52 national 
employees. Since the closure of its last sub-

delegation in Acholi region in July 2010, the 
ICRC mainly operates from its main office 
in Kampala. Indeed, as of January 2011, an 
ICRC field officer has been recruited who 
is permanently based in the local URCS 
branch in Moroto, Karamoja.

Activity Update January to May 2011

The ICRC continued to adapt as planned to 
changing needs in Uganda – a country no 
longer directly affected by armed conflict, 
but prone to other situations of violence. 
Having reduced its presence in some 
areas of the country during 2010, the ICRC 
continued to help the Uganda Red Cross 
Society strengthen its skills and structures, 
focusing on the provision of assistance to 
returnees, emergency preparedness (in 
advance of elections), restoring family-links 
and promoting IHL. A formal agreement, 
signed between the National Society and 
the ICRC in January, sought to strengthen 
cooperation over the next three years. 
Thousands of civilians whose lives had 
been affected either by non-international 
armed conflict in the past (Acholiland and 
environs), or other situations of violence 
currently (Karamoja), were better able to 
ward off the threat of disease after the 
National Society and ICRC provided them 

with access to clean water supplies through 
the construction of water points and 
the rehabilitation or repair of boreholes. 
Karamojan communities received kits 
for building latrines, and advice on good 
hygiene practices. Meanwhile, a newly 
deployed ICRC field officer in Karamoja 
monitored the welfare of civilians in 
violence-prone areas and delegates 
maintained dialogue with weapon bearers 
(police and army)    reminding them of their 
obligation under relevant national and 
international law to protect and respect the 
civilian population. 

During violence linked to public protests in 
urban areas, including Kampala, the URCS 
personnel treated hundreds of injured 
people using first-aid materials supplied 
by the ICRC, and skills acquired earlier 
in the year during ICRC-run emergency 
preparedness training courses. With 

ICRC ACTION AND RESULTS DURING THE PERIOD 
JANUARY TO MAY 2011 – AT A GLANCE…
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The IHL National Committee 
During two meetings of the national 
IHL committee, revived in 2010 at 
the ICRC’s encouragement, members 
identified responsibilities and discussed 
organizational, administrative and financial 
matters relating to the drafting of IHL 
legislation. 

Meanwhile, the Chairman of the National 
IHL Committee (Office of the Prime 
Minister) and the National Society’s legal 
adviser enhanced their knowledge of IHL 
implementation during an IHL Conference 
in Malaysia, which they attended with ICRC 
sponsorship.

Armed Forces 
With ICRC support, the UPDF continued to 
work towards the systematic integration 
of IHL into military training, doctrine and 
procedures. Senior commanders engaged 
in dialogue with the ICRC on IHL and its 
applicability within specific operations at 
home and abroad, while nearly 30 officers 
gained the skills necessary to teach IHL to 
other military personnel during a two-week 
training of trainers course, also receiving 
IHL-related publications. As a result of such 
courses, each of the 8 UPDF training schools 
had one or more IHL instructors, and IHL 
is included in the training curriculum at 
the officer, non-commissioned officer and 
recruit training schools. 

The increased self-sufficiency shown by 
the UPDF in teaching IHL was further 
demonstrated when 30 senior military 
personnel working in Karamoja participated 
in a three-day IHL basic commander course 
given by ICRC-trained UPDF IHL instructors. 
Meanwhile, more than 400 personnel 
from Karamoja participated in 7 ICRC-run 
sessions on IHL and the Movement. Almost 
150 police offi-cers from the Anti Stock Theft 
Unit, engaged in operations in Karamoja, 
enhanced their knowledge of national and 
international standards applicable in the 
Karamoja context, related humanitarian 
issues and the work of the Movement 
during ICRC-organized briefings. 

Civil Society 
In April, more than 30 Islamic scholars from 
across East Africa gathered at the Islamic 
University in Uganda, in Mbale, for a two-

day ICRC-run seminar exploring common 
themes within Shariah Law and IHL. The 
seminar, well received by the participants, 
was the first of its kind in the region. It 
opened various prospects for future joint 
interactions in Uganda between the ICRC 
and Islamic circles in the academic and 
religious sector in particular. 

During the National Elections period, 
journalists received updates on the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement activities 
and humanitarian developments from the 
URCS and the ICRC. The general public was 
informed/kept updated on IHL and the work 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
through radio and TV spots, brochures, 
posters, calendars and fact sheets bearing 
key IHL messages. A video documentary was 
prepared on the URCS activities.

ICRC PREVENTION ACTIVITIES – THE PROMOTION OF IHL
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My baby didn’t die because the  
Midwife was killed in an explosion

My baby didn’t die because  
i was in labour for such a long tiMe

My baby died because arMed Men hijacked  
the aMbulance coMing to get us

VIOLENCE AGAINST
HEALTH CARE MUST END
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