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Engaging armed groups  
                                                                                     
Most wars today pit states against armed groups, and 
talking with such groups is therefore vital for all those 
working to promote compliance with the law and 
strengthen the protection of conflict victims. Reaching 
them, however, involves overcoming material, 
security-related, legal and political obstacles. What 
arguments can be invoked to convince armed groups? 
How can their adherence to international humanitarian 
law (IHL) be strengthened when they are themselves 
outlaws according to domestic law? How to engage 
with armed groups in an international context in which 
any dialogue may be perceived as a form of betrayal 
or complicity?   
The overarching question that this issue of the Review 
seeks to cover is how to make tangible progress 
towards convincing armed groups to comply with their 
obligations under international law. 

Vincent Bernard, Editor-in-Chief     
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  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Web seminar on Engaging Armed Groups  
 

 
Where: ICRC Headquarters in Geneva 
When: 26 June 2012, 15.30h (Geneva time) 
 
Speakers: 
David Tuck (ICRC Legal Adviser in Islamabad) 
Ronald Ofteringer (ICRC Adviser for Global Affairs) 
Jonathan Somer (Legal Adviser and Programme Coordinator on Children and non-

State Actors, Geneva Call) 
 
To tune in live to the seminar on 26 June, visit: 
Live Seminar 45: Engaging Armed Groups 

 
                                                                            

   FUTURE THEMES 

 
  Future Themes of the Reviewadopted at annual Editorial  

Board meeting, Beirut, Lebanon, 7-9 March 2012. 

     
Respect for the medical mission 

 Deadline for submission: end of July 2012 

 

150 Years of the ICRC  

Deadline for submissions: end of October 2012 

 
Multinational military operations  

Deadline for submissions: end of December  

 

Generating Respect for the Law  

Deadline for submissions: end of March 2013 

 

War in the world today: 100 years since WWI  

Deadline for submissions: end of September 2013 
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