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The International Review of the 
Red Cross Vol. 89 Nr 867 on 
Torture, which is also available on 
the ICRC website at www.icrc.org. 
This issue deals with historical, 
legal, social, psychological and 
political questions relating to 
torture. It includes a discussion 
on the legal interpretations 
of the notion of torture, cruel 
or inhumane treatment and 
psychological torture, and 
analyses the context in which 
torture occurs and has occurred in 
the past. While looking at torture 
from the victims’ and society’s 
point of view, it considers it from 
the perpetrator’s perspective by 
trying to explain what brings a 
person to inflict torture. The issue 
further reflects the torture debate 
in the United States, particularly 
after the Abu Ghraib incident.

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an 
impartial, neutral and independent 
organization whose exclusively 
humanitarian mission is to 
protect the lives and dignity 
of victims of war and internal 
violence and to provide them 
with assistance. It directs and 
coordinates the international 
relief activities conducted by 
the Movement in situations of 
conflict. It also endeavours to 
prevent suffering by promoting 
and strengthening humanitarian 
law and universal humanitarian 
principles. Established in 1863, 
the ICRC is at the origin of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement. 

MISSION
Statement

Geneva (ICRC) – The International Committee 
of the Red Cross’ (ICRC) budget for 2008 
amounts to more than one billion Swiss francs 
to fund the humanitarian work in some 80 
countries around the world.
 
“It is as crucial as ever that the ICRC responds 
to the needs arising from the full range of armed 
conflicts around the world – from acute to 
chronic crises – and their direct consequences, 
while focusing its efforts primarily on ongoing 
armed conflicts,” said ICRC President Jakob 
Kellenberger. “In these ongoing conflicts especially, 
the ICRC’s independence and neutrality are vital 
to obtaining access to people in need of protection 
and assistance.”
 
The ICRC’s 2008 budget includes a record 
initial figure of 932.6 million Swiss francs for 

field operations and 161.5 million Swiss francs 
for support provided by the organisation’s 
headquarters in Geneva. The initial field budget 
for 2008, at 89 million Swiss francs above the 
corresponding figure presented a year ago, is 
the highest ever. “This record amount is mainly 
due to the ICRC’s independent and neutral 
humanitarian approach, which has enabled it 
to gain access to certain conflict zones where 
the need for humanitarian aid is increasing,” 
said Mr Kellenberger.
 
Iraq will constitute the ICRC’s largest 
humanitarian operation, at an expected cost 
of more than 107 million Swiss francs in 
2008. This amount reflects the organisation’s 
renewed commitment to meet acute medical 
needs in Iraq and to aid large numbers of 
Iraqis displaced within their own country. 

ICRC appeals for record amount for 
humanitarian work in 2008

Dar Sila, Dogdore, Eastern Chad. The ICRC distributes aid to the displaced population. ICRC/BERGEN M. 2007
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Other major operations 
include those in Sudan, 
at 106.4 million Swiss 
francs, Afghanistan at 
60.3 million Swiss francs 
– 25% higher than the 
initial budget for 2007.
 
The sizeable increase in 
the overall field budget 
reflects a special focus 
on protecting and assisting 
internally displaced people. 
“Parties to an armed 
conflict should make 
every effort to prevent 

Iraq, Somalia, Sri Lanka and Sudan, 
has triggered the internal displacement 
of hundreds of thousands of civilians, 
with far-reaching consequences for the 
whole population. Assisting internally 
displaced people is a top priority 
for the ICRC and a core area of its 
humanitarian activities worldwide. 

Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. A woman living in a camp for the displaced 
in Kiran receives a Red Cross message. ICRC/SANSONI D. 2007

“I was so sad, I could not eat, I thought 
my sons may already be dead,” says 
Mildred Akinyi.  She had just been 
released from hospital when her village 
was attacked in mid-January.  She 
describes how she fled with part of her 
family to a local church, while her two 
oldest sons fled in another direction. 
The next morning she went looking for 
them, but her search was unsuccessful. 

Red Cross responds to more 
than physical needs

Close to a week later through the work 
of the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) 
Tracing team, Mildred was reunited 
with her sons, 18 year old Frederick 
and 16 year old Washington.  “I have 
regained my strength,” she says, “I 
had lost hope and believed they were 
dead.” The family is living at the 
Stadium camp for displaced persons 
in Nakuru in the Central Rift Valley. 

Nakuru Stadium: Mildred Akinyi, who was reunited with her two sons 16 year old Washington and 18 
year old Federick, through the Kenya Red Cross Society tracing agency at the Stadium camp for IDP’s 
in Nakuru. ICRC/BARRETT B. 2008

displacement from occurring in the 
first place. Abiding by international 
humanitarian law is one of the best 
means of achieving this,” said Mr 
Kellenberger. Acute or worsening 
violence in many of the countries where 
the ICRC is working, such as Colombia, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

`
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The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies work on a basis of cooperation. It is 
in the spirit of capacity building and addressing 
the needs of the vulnerable as best as possible 
that these two bodies of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement sign regular 
Cooperation Agreements.

In January, the Pretoria Regional Delegation 
renewed Cooperation Agreements with all six 
National Societies covered by the Delegation. In 
South Africa, the President of the South African 
Red Cross Society and the Head of the Regional 
Delegation met to sign the two-year agreement.  

As in South Africa and the six countries covered 
by the delegation, cooperation between the 
ICRC and the National Society in Kenya also 
takes place. After the violence in Kenya, the 
ICRC and the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) 
have worked closely together to alleviate the 
suffering of the vulnerable in that country. 
The ICRC, together with the KRCS are 
contributing to the medical supplies needed 
by the hospitals that are treating the wounded. 
Furthermore, the organisations are assisting 
the displaced population by supplying food, 
essential household items as well as water and 
sanitation.

In addition to the emergency activities that are 
being undertaken, the ICRC is strengthening 
the capacity of the KRCS to assist in reuniting 
families separated by the violence, especially 
unaccompanied children.

In January this year, we celebrated the one-
year anniversary of the coming into force of 
the Third Additional Protocol to the Geneva 
Conventions. This Protocol, which recognised a 
third emblem, the Red Crystal, has been signed 
by 61 States and ratified by 24. 

Towards the end of 2007 and during the first 
quarter of 2008, the delegation saw a number 
of personnel changes. Firstly toward the end of 
2007 we said goodbye to several colleagues, 
Pierre Brocher (Administrator), Vadym Korsinov 
(Police delegate), Martin Hahn (Cooperation 
Delegate), Camille Karangwa (Communications), 
William Matsomela and Tshepo Moadi (Admin 
Department). In their place, we welcomed 
new colleagues Tebogo Mogashoa in the 
Communications Department and Naeema 
Moonda in the Administration Department. In 
January, André von Ah (Administrator) joined the 
delegation and in March, we welcomed Michael 
Myers (Cooperation Delegate). We also had 
two colleagues who joined us for short missions 
in this time. The delegation wishes to thank 
John Balean (Accountant) and Abel Musendek 
(Cooperation) for their time and effort in the 
few months they spent at the delegation. Their 
expertise was highly appreciated.

The delegation said a sad goodbye after almost 
seven years service to Prerna Singh in March 
who is settling with her family in India. We wish 
her the best of luck for the future and welcome 
in her place Siphiwe Masuku. 

On a happier note, Jamie Williamson and 
his wife Cecile celebrated the birth of their 
daughter in March. We unfortunately also 
have to say goodbye to Jamie who has been 
the Regional Legal Advisor for the delegation 
for the past three years, as he will be taking 
up a post with the ICRC in Washington towards 
the end of April. We wish them all the best for 
their future endeavours.
Annemarie Watt



“The Red Cross has helped me a lot,” she 
says, “they found my sons, and here in 
the camp they are feeding my family, they 
have given me clothes, and arranged for 
shelter with a tent.”

“We are providing food, essential 
household items, and adding to the 
water and sanitation facilities,” explains 
Rosebella Akinyi of the KRCS. “The tents 
have been provided by an international 
service organisation, while another 
international NGO is operating a Medical 
clinic in the camp. In addition to tracing 
services to reunite separated families, we 
are also offering counselling and psycho-
social support.”

Elsewhere in the stadium camp, Joshua 
Odhiambo is resting in a tent with his 
wife Mary Akoth. Their newborn daughter 
Willistein lies on a blanket between them. 
Their daughter was one day old when they 
were forced to flee. “The first night we spent 
at the Chief Camp and slept in the cold,” 
he says, “Our house and possessions were 
all burnt.”

The couple has received help from the Red 
Cross counselling services. “Life in a camp 
with a newborn is very stressful, particularly 
for my wife,” he explains. “This is not a 
healthy place for a baby to grow up, it’s 
very hot in the tent, and I can’t always be 
here to help her the way she would like. 
But, he adds, thanks to the Red Cross, at 
least they have a tent, milk for his wife, 
and some food. 

In an another part of Nakuru, the 
Showground hosts a camp for several 
thousand displaced persons of different 
ethnic origins from those at the Stadium. 
At the KRCS tracing tent, 48 year old 
Jane Wangari, embraces her 12 year old 
daughter Catherine. The two had been 
separated for over a week, each in different 
camps, before they were reunited by the 
Red Cross. “I was very worried and couldn’t 
sleep,” says the mother. “Everywhere I 
turned, they told me to go to the Red Cross, 
and they have helped me a lot.”

Others at the Red Cross tracing tent in the 
Showground camp are still searching.  35 
year old Anne Njoki Mungai balances her 
struggling two year old daughter on her 
lap. She is looking for her 14 year old son 
Joseph who was separated from her on 
December 29, the day the election results 

were announced. “I have come to find out 
how their tracing works and to give them 
information,” she says, “I am still hopeful 
I will find him.” 

The ICRC is working with the KRCS helping 
to train its volunteers and provide support 
and technical expertise for its tracing 
activities. “Not knowing the whereabouts 
of missing family members, particularly 
children, can be a very traumatic 
experience,” says Caroline Rouvroy the 
ICRC’s Protection Coordinator in Nairobi. 
“That is why tracing is a basic Red Cross 
service in times of disaster or conflict 
around the world.”

In addition to assisting the KRCS in 
its tracing activities, the ICRC is also 
providing technical expertise in water and 
sanitation as well as security and logistics. 
It has provided essential household items, 
medical supplies, and logistics support 
with trucks, light vehicles, two planes and 
a helicopter. It has also provided a flying 
surgical team to assist local hospitals and 
forensics expertise to local morgues to 
ensure the proper identification of bodies. 

Facts and figures:
From the beginning of the operation at 
the end of December to 15 January, the 
ICRC has:
 •delivered 16 metric tonnes of BP 5 (a  
   nutritional supplement) for distribution  
   in Nakuru and Kisumu;
 •delivered 16,500 kits of essential  

   household items to Bungoma,       
     Eldoret, Kisumu, Mombassa,   
   Nakuru and Nyeri for distribution  
     by the KRCS. Each kit contains         
     two blankets, a kitchen set, a   
     jerrycan, a bucket, a tarpaulin, two  
   mosquito nets and soap;
 •ensured proper water and sanitation  
   services for over 17,000 displaced  
   people by installing latrines, tap  
   stands and water bladders as well as  
   supplying water purification tablets;
 •provided 350 war wounded         
     kits  to  treat 200 weapon wounded  
     patients  as well as 300 additional  
     kilograms of medical material and  
     consumables;
 •deployed 13 trucks and trailers  
     to transport material as well as 17  
     light vehicles such as pickups and land  
     cruisers to support the operations;
 •deployed two ICRC planes and  
   one helicopter to deliver supplies and  
   personnel to affected areas;
 •installed rub hall tents for the storage  
   of supplies in Bungoma and Kisumu.

To assist in the operations, an emergency 
team was dispatched from Geneva to 
work with ICRC staff already in Kenya. As 
of 15 January, the ICRC had deployed 40 
expatriates and 155 national employees 
for the operations in Kenya in addition 
to the 135 national staff working at its 
regional logistics centre. The ICRC has 
also opened offices in Kisumu, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Bungoma.

(Continued from page 2)

Nakuru Showground: 48 yr old Jane Wangari reunited with her daughter 12 year old Catherine Wambui 
through the work of the Kenya Red Cross Society tracing agency at the Showground IDP camp in Nakuru. 
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One year after the Third Additional 
Protocol to the 1949 Geneva Conventions 
came into force on 14 January 2007 the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement reaffirmed the importance 
of the Protocol in consolidating the 
universality of the Movement. 

The Third Protocol (AP III) 
introduced the Red Crystal 
as a protective emblem 
alongside the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent emblems, making 
it possible for National Societies 
that do not wish to use the Red Cross or 
Red Crescent emblems to be recognised 
and admitted to the Movement. This 
exemplifies the Movement’s commitment 
to neutral and independent humanitarian 

action, and ultimately enhances its strength 
and credibility. 

This will also facilitate access by 
humanitarian workers to victims of 

conflict and other crises, particularly 
in situations where the use of an 

emblem devoid of any perceived 
political, religious and cultural 

connotations may be an 
advantage. 

As of January 2008, AP III has 
24 States parties and 61 State 

signatories. The long term challenge 
is now to secure the same world-wide 

recognition and respect for the Red Crystal 
as given to the Red Cross and the Red 
Crescent emblems. 
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Every two years, the Cooperation Agreements between the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
Pretoria Regional Delegation and the six National Societies covered by the delegation are renewed. Accordingly, 
the President of the South Africa Red Cross Society (SARCS) and the Head of the Pretoria Regional Delegation 
met in January to sign the Cooperation Agreement between the organisations for the next two years. In the 
picture on the left is Mrs Catherine Gendre, ICRC Head of Delegation with Mrs Mandisa Kalako-Williams, 
President of SARCS.

SARCS and the ICRC signs new 
agreement


