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The capacity of healthcare responders in Gaza
continues to be stretched beyond anything seen
before October 2023. What is left to meet the
medical needs are referral systems between
primary health care facilities, medical points,
field hospitals, and partially functioning hospitals.

The Red Cross Field Hospital remains operational
in the western side of Rafah, southern Gaza. The
impact of the ongoing armed conflict is felt at the
field hospital in increasing rates of consultations,
surgeries, deliveries, and admissions.

In the first month, the hospital responded to two mass
casualty incidents; in the last week of June alone, three.
The occupancy rate of the field hospital fluctuates
between 50% and 80% on a daily basis and may peak to
95% (leaving only 3 maternity beds available) on days
with mass influxes of patients. This happened on 3 July
when — with the help of the Palestine Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) — the ICRC transferred 23 patients from
the European Gaza Hospital (EGH) to the field hospital
after it was unable to continue functioning since many of
their staff evacuated after evacuation orders were issued
for large areas in southernmost Rafah and Khan Younis.

Since the opening of the hospital on 9 May, more than
80% of the surgeries performed have been categorized as
war-wounded surgery — that is, surgical interventions
for wounds resulting from direct impact of the armed
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conflict. The main types of surgeries can be broken down
to: removal of dead or infected tissue (48%), general
surgical interventions (36%), orthopaedic surgeries
(10%), and others (7%).

Despite the efforts of the teams, the past month has seen
70 patients succumb to their wounds — some being
declared deceased before or upon arrival, and some when
undergoing treatment.

The field hospital operates with around 230 staff (200
Palestinian staff and 30 expatriate staff), of which 50 are
clinical staff and 180 are non-clinical staff. A number of
PRCS volunteers joined the ICRC and are supporting the
daily operations of the hospital.

consultations
(+99% m-0-m*)

deliveries
(+69% m-o0-m)

operations
(+203% m-o0-m)

admissions
(+112% m-o0-m)

* month-on-month i.e. percentage change compared to the figures
published in the first summary report (covering 9 May — 9 June 2024)


https://x.com/ICRC_ilot/status/1808142119854276759

Op-Eds & Articles
- Swiss Red Cross delegate (7 July)
- Finnish Red Cross surgeon (6 June)

21 June — The ICRC office — which is surrounded by
hundreds of displaced civilians living in tents — was
damaged by nearby shelling in Gaza. The ICRC called for
parties to the armed conflict to take all feasible
precautions to avoid harm to civilians and damage to
civilian objects, including humanitarian facilities. The
Red Cross Field Hospital is located near the ICRC office.

The coverage of the field hospital remains regular on
public communication channels of all participating
National Societies. The following is a non-exhaustive
snapshot.

News releases — by Norwegian Red Cross (22 June, 2 July)

The horrific injuries we see are similar to those
which have been seen across the entire Gaza Strip
since October. Some can physically recover; some

Social media - posts by Canadian Minister of o i i

International Development (22 June), Japanese Ministry will live without a limb. But the mental toll,
of Foreign Affairs (Mission, HQ, Press), and Australian particularly for children, is so heavy it will remain
Red Cross (23 June). for years to come.

- Dr Sandy Inglis, Senior Medical Officer

A Red Cross and Red Crescent response
The unprecedented level of medical needs resulting from the ongoing armed conflict in the Gaza Strip continues to put enormous pressure

on a collapsed healthcare system that is now characterized by pockets of partially functional medical response units. The level of
devastation has triggered a joint collaboration between members of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, with each
of the following members supporting this field hospital.
1. Medical staff from the Australian Red Cross, the British Red Cross, the Canadian Red Cross, the Danish Red Cross, the Finnish Red
Cross, the German Red Cross, the Hong Kong Red Cross (branch of the Red Cross Society of China), the Icelandic Red Cross, the Norwegian
Red Cross, and the Swiss Red Cross.
2. Equipment

a. Reverse osmosis water purification systems from the Austrian Red Cross, the Danish Red Cross, and the Norwegian Red Cross.

b. Surgical equipment, medical consumables, disinfection equipment and supplies, and pharmaceuticals from the Canadian Red Cross.

c. Accommodations for staff sleeping quarters from the Danish Red Cross.

d. X-ray equipment, water tanks, and sinks from the Finnish Red Cross.

e. Nursing equipment, laboratory equipment, staff accommodation materials, an electricity toolkit, water tanks, and sinks from the
German Red Cross.

f. A nursing physiotherapy and an operating theater/anesthesia module from the Japanese Red Cross.

g. Medical equipment, office equipment, tents, lighting, latrine kits, kitchen kits, and pharmaceutical drugs from the Norwegian Red
Cross.
3. Operations. The Palestine Red Crescent Society continuously supports the transportation of the sick and the wounded to the field
hospital — including referrals to other hospitals.



https://x.com/ICRC_ilot/status/1804248789647028667
https://www.rodekors.no/om/presse/pressemeldinger/2024/masseskade-rode-kors-gaza/
https://www.rodekors.no/om/presse/pressemeldinger/2024/gaza-evakuering/
https://x.com/HonAhmedHussen/status/1804529729917100210
https://x.com/JapanMissionGE/status/1805850983475405067
https://x.com/MofaJapan_jp/status/1805536065257980280
https://x.com/PressSec_MofaJP/status/1805603294251041260
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C8i5AcRBMTW/
https://www.srf.ch/news/international/hilfsorganisationen-in-gaza-wie-hat-ein-schweizer-arzt-seinen-einsatz-in-rafah-erlebt
https://www.hs.fi/kirjeenvaihtajat/art-2000010471628.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/with-a-text-this-australian-aid-worker-was-called-up-to-help-in-gaza-heres-what-he-saw/mmqjemx1i

