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communities receiving the refugees
to provide support and protection to
the vulnerable groups among them.
Moreover, the continuation of armed
confiict is leading to the creation

of further waves of migration and
refugees.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) understands that
migration has different causes and
that migrants are not a homogenous
group. There are those who

have been displaced or become
refugees because migration is

their only means of survival, and
there are those who migrate in
search of a source of income for
themselves and their families. But
they all have common humanitarian
concerns: they suffer from their
separation from their families and
their home countries and they may
feel vulnerable and alienated in
communities that are not always
welcoming. They are all looking for
a better future as an alternative to a
difficult past.

Humanitarian organizations,
including the ICRC, are trying hard
to counter the negative effects of
migration, either through pre-emptive
action by inviting parties involved in
armed conflict to take the necessary
measures to comply with the rules
of international humanitarian law, or
by responding to the humanitarian
needs of migrants, through providing
them with services and protection,
especially for vulnerable groups.

Almost a decade ago, Al Insani
dedicated part of issue 39 to

the subject of migration and

its humanitarian dimensions. In

this issue, we are again trying to
understand contemporary migration
in all its aspects and complexity,
while digging into the history of
past migrations and exploring the
experience accumulated in dealing
with millions of migrants in various
parts of the world. We look at the
motives that compel people to flee
their homes and try to listen to the
accounts told by refugees of what
they have suffered on their journeys.
We also investigate the collective
memory of migration and the
stereotypes formed about migrants
in art and literature. Finally, we
highlight the efforts of humanitarian
organizations to alleviate the
suffering caused by migration.
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Editorial
The Age of Diaspora

f the nineteenth century was
the age of great migrations,
during which millions of people
went to discover new lands
in the hope of a better life,
the twentieth century was the age
of seeking refuge from devastating
conflicts. More than 100 million
people were forced to leave their
homes because of world wars and
then because of the establishment
of new states, as was the case in
1947 when about 17 million people
found themselves displaced upon the
founaation of the states of India and
Pakistan in the mid-twentieth century.

Subsequent decades were no
kinder as people continued to suffer
the pains of displacement and
migration throughout the century.
But the current century has been
even harsher, with conflict causing
nearly 60 million people to become
migrants, whether as refugees,
displaced populations or voluntarily
immigrants.

This unprecedented and complicated
wave of migration poses serious
challenges to the entire world and
to all those engaged in humanitarian
work. With the ongoing changes

in the forms of armed confiict, as
dozens of armed groups, as well as
governments, engage in hostilities,
the rules laid down in international
humanitarian law to govern war,

or the “law of war”, are not always
respected.

Parties to confiicts frequently ignore
the rules of war, not making enough
efforts to spare civilian casualties,
and sometimes even deliberately
targeting civilians, forcing millions to
flee their homes. Needless to say, if
compliance with the rules laid out in
the law of war was ensured, civilian
populations would be protected and
innocent lives would not be at risk.
Whole populations would be spared
the suffering of having to leave their
homes and countries in appalling
circumstances.

In this context, meeting the needs

of migrants and displaced people
has become extremely difficult. The
huge number of refugees, the limited
resources available and frequent
difficulties of access, all reduce

the ability to deliver assistance

to those in need. This problem is
exacerbated by the inability of those
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