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Health Care in Danger

Contents

+ Strengthening International Humanitarian Law and Local Humanitarian Action.
Atthe 31st International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, some 2,000 delegates adopted a series of resolutions on actions to reinforce humanitarian
response to natural disasters and armed conflicts.

* Quest for Life in the “Waste Land” By: Sara Noureldin, Egyptian Joumalist
Touring the Somali Capital City of Mogadishu, the author records the triad of hunger, fear and illness which besieges people there.

+ South Sudan: A County Born By: Haitham Nouri, Sudanese Journalist

The author presents the cultural and demographic setup of the newly born country in South Sudan a year after the referendum which led to the creation of this new country.

Dossier Health Care in Danger ... Death chasing life

* Cost of Violence: Dead End to Survival
When a dire need for medical care emerges during armed conflicts and international disorders, medical care services become the most susceptible to disruption,
obstruction and attacks. What is the solution?

* Libya: Doctors Risking Their Lives to Save Others’ Lives By: Soaade Messoudi, Communications Delegate, ICRC Tripoli
Hospitals are bombarded, ambulances are targeted, electricity is cut and oxygen and fuel are lacking while the wounded and victims flood hospitals in astonishing
numbers. Challenges faced by medical teams in Libya during the recent conflict at a glance.

* Mona Mina ... Field Hospital Blessed By: Rasha Azah, Egyptian Journalist
Aface from Tahrir Square in Cairo; a doctor serving medicine and humanity in silence and calmness, in harmony with her character.

* Health Care Techniques: Moments Between Life and Death.
An interview with Paul Henry Amy, the experienced manager who leads the ICRC’s efforts to reach a solution on the issue of protecting health care techniques talks
about future prospects.

* Legal Protection of Health Care Facilities

« Egyptian Red Crescent: Humanitarian Mission in “Al Tahrir” By: Essam Al Zayat, Egyptian Joumnalist

Demonstrators in Tahrir Square welcomed three ERC teams with applause and smiles. It was the first time for them to visit the square since the outbreak of the revolution

to assist in treating peaple injured by hotspot events. Al Insani was there to record the moment.

* Amid Danger

Heath care staff face many challenges during their work in armed conflict situations and other forms of violence. Examples of these situations in several parts of the world

are presented.

* When a First-Aid Worker becomes the Target of a Gun By: lyad Al Monzer, Media and Public Relations Director at the Lebanese Red Cross Society, Beirut
fighters who disrupt humanitarian services sometimes target ambulances. Eyewitness accounts by Mohamed Mekki, Deputy Director of Ambulance and Emergency
Teams Officer at the LRCS Operations in South Lebanon.

* Protecting Ambulances from Targetting and Treachourous Crimes
Great differences exist in the laws which protects health care facilities, health workers and medical vehicles even though the types of attacks against them have
similarities. What are the differences? What are the similarities?

* Um Youssef: Life is in a Missed Call By: Samar EI-Qadi, Media and Public Relations Officer, ICRC Beirut
How does a mother feel knowing her son is busy rescuing the wounded on the frontline? Um Youssef speaks out about her feelings in a moment of confusion.

* A Journalist Torn Between Reporting News and Helping Wounded By: Basima Tabaja, Media Officer, ICRC Beirut
Journalists sometimes find themselves torn between two duties: one professional and another humanitarian. How do they make the decision?

*ICRC: Legal and other Initiatives...

* Baghdad: the City of Peace and Gulls ...the City of Loss and Homesickness By: Ferdous Abadi, Media Officer, ICRC Baghdad
Selected as the capital of Arab culture in 2013, Baghdad's history and diverse culture are profiled by the author.

* Cinema and War...from Reverence to Idol Smashing By: Essam Zakareya, Eqyptian Journalist and Film Critic
The definition of “war films” is most elusive. This is an attempt to understand the characteristics of this important artistic genre and political and philosophical notions
underlying its contents and forms.

* Golan Heights: Two Tearful Weddings in a Frosthitten Buffer Zone By: Saleh Dabbakeh, Media and Communication Delegate, ICRC Damascus
Tears of the sky mingled with the tears of guests at two weddings within the buffer zone in the Golan Heights. Al-Insani portrays the event and feelings.

* Kinship: a Symposium gathering the two separated By: Dr. Ameur Al- Zamali, ICRC Regional adviser for IHL and Islam
Asymposium organized by ICRC in Cairo was a chance for a Palestinian to meat his family in Egypt after 50 Years of separation.

* Damascus’s Ancient Jewels By: Saleh Dabbakeh
In the ancient capital of Syria, old Arab houses are being tured into successful cultural and artistic projects, reviving the old life.

* Doctor of Timbuktu By: lbrahim Salama, Egyptian Poet and Critic
Acritical study of a novel featuring a doctor working with the ICRC who affected, and was affected by, the Touareg tribal community.

« Without Retouches: the Fish Basket By: Jihad Bazzi, Lebanese Journalist and Writer

* Around the World

Editorial
It’s a Matter of Life and Death

n recent years we've

seen an increase

of violence against

health care workers

including doctors,
nurses, ambulance drivers
and hospital staff by different
parties involved in conflicts
and other situations of
violence worldwide. It is
astonishing that these fighters
discard the principle of
neutrality, which is the base of
medical work and the source
of the profession’s ethics.
Strengthened by international
law and human rights law, the
principle of neutrality makes
it a doctor’s duty, as any
medical care provider, to treat
anyone in need, regardless
of their race, color, religion or
political affiliation.

Events which took place in
the Arab region this past year
show a tendency in some

of the affected countries to
disregard some ethical and
legal measures which are
intended to protect medical
care providers, enabling
them to perform their duties
neutrally. Increasingly, they
are becoming targets of
some violent actions without
regard to their humanitarian
role. Moreover, they are being
considered as criminals once
they help treat the wounded
from opposition movements.

This phenomenon is one of
the most dangerous risks
faced by the world today and
has long-lasting repercussions
for the future. However,

its effects are ignored and
underestimated. This urged
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the International Committee
of the Red Cross to conduct
a study of the phenomenon
attempting to outline the main
points of this issue together
with its humanitarian, social,
economic, medical and legal
repercussions, especially
that they often constitute

a violation of the main
principles of the international
humanitarian law and the
international human rights
law. Following this study, the
ICRC launched a four-year
campaign under “Health Care
in Danger's” title to mobilize
support for this cause.

Various features of the issue
are addressed in a special
dossier in this issue of “Al-
Insani”, in an attempt to
spotlight the dangers of daily
violations in the world, with
the hope that it will be halted
by presenting some results
of the study and by narrating
stories of humanitarian
witnesses from the Arab
region. This issue is a matter
of life or death for thousands
of people.

Meanwhile, the crisis in
Somalia continues to take a
toll on global consciousness.
In spite of the crisis,

most of the humanitarian
organizations, including the
ICRC, are unable to provide
assistance to those in need
because their access is
denied. This is the topic of
an article in this issue along
with several other legal,
humanitarian and cultural

articles, which we hope will be

of benefit to our readers.

“Al-Insani”
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