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protection for victims of war, regardless
of nationality, race, religious belief or
political viewpoint.

The ICRC started its work with five
Swiss nationals. Today, its work rests
on the shoulders of around 12,000
employees of different nationalities
working in 80 countries worldwide, and
especially in the Middle East region,
where its biggest operations are
currently focused.

The greatest challenge that the ICRC
faces today is in dealing with the new
forms of conflict that the world is
witnessing and gaining acceptance
by fighting parties to intervene for the
benefit of victims. Conventional wars,
fought in the past by regular armies,
hardly exist anymore. Instead, the
confiicts of our age take place among
fighting groups, or between groups
and regular armies. For this reason,

in such conflicts, the ICRC has often
had to propose agreements to ensure
the safety of victims and civilians in
general.

Similarly, there have been significant
changes in weapons technology,
including the enhanced capacity to
cause destruction, as well as the
increasing dependence on robots
(autonomous weapons systems) to
locate and hit targets. This poses
many legal questions concerning the
accountability of those using such
weapons to target civilians.

Today, the ICRC stands as the world’s
oldest humanitarian organization,

and it is fully aware of this historical
legacy, which it sees as a source of
strength and expertise in the further
advancement of its humanitarian work.
This is especially important in those
violent conflicts in which international
humanitarian law is barely respected by
the fighting sides.

Whatever the context, international
humanitarian law remains the reference
and compass for the ICRC as an
organization, as for many others, in

our work to fulfill its mission to ensure
humanitarian protection and assistance
for victims of armed conflict and other
situations of violence around the world.
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Editorial
150 Years Serving Humanity

ne hundred and fifty

years have passed since

Henri Dunant, a Swiss

businessman, found

himself caught up in a

brutal war surrounded
by a huge number of wounded, dead
and dying soldiers. These were the
casualties of the Battle of Solferino
(1859) in ltaly, fought between
Napoleon’s forces and the Austrian
army, a battle that transformed
Dunant’s life and changed the world’s
view of warfare, its mechanisms, and
the need to have limitations in the
conduct of armed conflict.

As a result, the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) was founded
in Geneva in 1863 as a Swiss
organization. This was followed by the
birth of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement, including
national societies. All were determined
to provide humanitarian protection and
assistance for victims of armed conflict
and other situations of violence.

The ICRC's work was crowned by the
Geneva Conventions, signed in 1949,
which established the foundation of
the rules between fighting countries in
wars and endorsed the organization’s
role by granting it the mandate to

act as a guardian of international
humanitarian law.

One hundred and fifty years later,
where does the ICRC and its principles
stand today? Without doubt, the

world in which the ICRC was created
no longer exists: technological
advancements, huge political
transformations, and the development
of the methods of fighting wars that the
world has witnessed since World War
Il have meant that the organization has
had to make many changes in its way
of working.

This, however, has not altered its
fundamental principles in providing
support to people affected by conflict:
humanity, impartiality, neutrality,
independence, voluntary service, unity
and universality. Throughout these
last 150 years, the organization has
remained committed to developing
and promoting laws that provide
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