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Editorial

In Defense of Laws We Have
Struggled to Achieve

ince independent Arab

states made their way

to the modern

international scene,
Arab jurists have played a great
role in drafting and developing
various branches of
international law, including
International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) and the international
human rights law. The
international legal scene has
known many prominent jurists,
from various Arab states, who
have proven to be highly
efficient and worthy of respect
for their achievements in this
field.

In fact, this is not surprising
given that the Arab region is
where the human conscience is
projected in the culture,
civilization and religions, as well
as in arts and philosophy. With
all those manifestations,
humanity was given a push
forward, as Algerian thinker
Mohamed Arkoun argues (see
interview in this issue of Al-
Insani).

Arab countries have undergone
major changes since the
beginning of the twentieth
century. Some of changes
should have regenerated
currents of development and
modernization within the Arab
countries. Notwithstanding that
many efforts were successful,
changes were not forceful
enough to produce the required
sustainability and to reinforce
the foundations of the required
progress. The huge challenges
Arab countries have had to
face; the difficulty of the mission
to be accomplished; the results
of the post-colonial legacy and
their strategic positioning have
not allowed the region's
peoples to make their own
decisions. Elements of
decision-making have been
continuously torn between
internal and external conflicts.
Furthermore, Arab countries
have been gifted, as much as
inflicted, with limitless riches
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creating innumerable problems
that cannot be comprehensively
covered here.

Nevertheless, and despite their
failure to catch up with the
modern scientific and industrial
revolution, our peoples have
managed to contribute with
considerable achievements,
here and there. Such
contributions, including those
by the above-mentioned
international jurists, have
placed Arab states on the
international scene, with their
rights and obligations clearly
stated in the treaties and
conventions that they have
taken part in drafting.

As time goes by, however, and
at a stage where the post-
industrial revolution era is
starting, the Middle East scene
has come to pose many
problems preventing us from
moving forward on the path of
the new world. This backlash is
most obvious in a general
perception that IHL and human
rights are Western products!

It is true that the so-called war
on terror is full with
shortcomings and violations. It
is true too that it reflects the
failure of members of the
international community to
promote adherence to values
and standards that they have
themselves drafted and
advocated. However, this does
not call for a backlash, but
rather for defending binding
laws, not only in the name of the
international community but
also in the name of the human
conscience, that forms an
integral part of Middle Eastern
civilization.

Ladies and gentlemen,

When we call for respect for the
law, we are calling for the
respect of our contributions for
which our peoples have
sometimes paid a heavy price.

“Al-Insani”
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